
Caspian Journal of Mathematical Sciences (CJMS)

University of Mazandaran, Iran

http://cjms.journals.umz.ac.ir

ISSN: 1735-0611

CJMS. 8(1)(2019), 10-17

Some Graph Parameters on the Composite Order Cayley
Graph

Behnaz Tolue 1

1Department of Pure Mathematics, Hakim Sabzevari University,
Sabzevar, Iran

Abstract. In this paper, the composite order Cayley graph is in-
troduced. It is denoted by Cay(G,S), where G is a group and S is
the set of all composite order elements of G. Some graph parame-
ters such as diameter, girth, clique number, independence number,
vertex chromatic number and domination number are calculated for
the composite order Cayley graph of some certain groups. More-
over, the planarity of composite order Cayley graph is discussed.
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1. Introduction

Arthur Cayley defined the Cayley graph for the first time which encodes
the abstract structure of a group. Suppose that G is a group and S is
a generating set. The Cayley graph Γ = Γ(G,S) is a colored directed
graph with the vertex set V (Γ) which is identified with the elements of
G, for each generator s of S is assigned a color cs. Moreover, the vertices
corresponding to the elements g and gs are joined by a directed edge of
color cs, for any g ∈ G, s ∈ S. Thus the edge set E(Γ) consists of pairs
of the form (g, gs), with s ∈ S providing the color. The set S is usually
assumed to be finite, symmetric S = S−1 and the identity element of
the group is excluded S. In this paper, we consider simple Cayley graph.
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The uncolored Cayley graph is a simple undirected graph. In general,
we can assume S as a subset of non-identity elements G instead of being
a generating set.

The research about the Cayley graph have been done by many authors
for instance see [2, 5]. Recently, the author discussed about the prime
order Cayley graph in [6]. The prime order Cayley graph is associated
to the group G such that S is the set of prime order elements of G. The
prime order Cayley graph is the inspiration of defining of the composite
order Cayley graph. In this new graph consider S as the set of elements
of the group of composite order. This graph is complement of the prime
order Cayley graph. Let us denote the composite order Cayley graph
by Cay(G,S). Under this assumption we may treat Cay(G,S) as an
undirected graph because S = S−1. Moreover as S does not contain the
identity, so that Cay(G,S) does not have any loop.

Apparently the definition of the prime order Cayley graph is similar
to the composite order Cayley graph, but note that these two graphs
are completely different as the set S changed. There are some parame-
ters for a graph, that can not achieve by discussing about them in the
complement of the graph. We discuss about the general properties of
the composite order Cayley graph of cyclic groups of different orders.
We try to find the degree of vertices in this graph. Since the composite
order Cayley graph is |S|-regular, degree of a vertex in this graph shows
the number of elements of composite order. The structure of composite
order Cayley graph of a cyclic group of order pn is completely clarify,
where p is a prime number. Furthermore, we prove that if the composite
order Cayley graph Cay(G,S) is planar, then |S| = 0, 2 or 4. The com-
posite order Cayley graph associated to the group G is planar if and only
if G ∼= Z4,Z6, S3, D8,Z2 ×D8, D2p, A4, a group whose cyclic subgroups
are of order 4, 6 or p and a group whose elements are of prime order,
where p is a prime number.
Throughout the paper, graphs are simple and all the notations and ter-
minologies about the graphs are found in [1, 4].

2. Preliminary Results

Let us start with the definition of composite order Cayley graph.

Definition 2.1. The composite order Cayley graph which is assigned
to the group G is a graph with vertex set whole elements of the group
G and two distinct vertices x and y are adjacent whenever xy−1 ∈ S,
where S is a subset of G which contains all elements of composite order.
We denote the composite order Cayley graph by Cay(G,S).

It is clear that the composite order Cayley graph of cyclic group of
order t is connected and Hamiltonian, where t is not a prime number.
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Theorem 2.2. Let Zt be a cyclic group of order t, x a vertex and φ(t)
is the Eulerian function.

(i) If t is a prime number, then Cay(Zt, S) is an empty graph.
(ii) If t = pα, then deg(x) = φ(t)+

∑
α−β≥2 φ(p

α−β) = pα−p, where
β < α is a positive integer.

(iii) If t = p1p2, then deg(x) = φ(t), where x is a vertex and pi,
i = 1, 2 are distinct prime numbers.

(iv) If t =
∏l

i=1 pi, where pi, pj are distinct prime numbers for i ̸= j
and l > 2, then

deg(x) = φ(t) +
l−1∑
j=2

(
M
j

)
,

where M is the set of all prime numbers which divides t and the

notation
(

M
j

)
stands for the sum of the Eulerian function of

multiplication of j prime numbers belongs to M which are chosen
randomly.

(v) If t =
∏l

i=1 p
αi
i , where pi, pj are distinct prime numbers for i ̸= j,

1 < αi for some i and l > 2, then

deg(x) =

l∑
j=2

(
M
j

)
,

where M is the set of all power of prime numbers which divides

t and the notation
(

M
j

)
stands for the sum of the Eulerian

function of multiplication of j power of prime numbers belongs
to M which are chosen randomly.

Proof. (i) Suppose m and n are distinct adjacent vertices in the graph.
The definition of the composite order Cayley graph implies that the
order of n−m is a composite but it is not possible. Thus m and n are
not adjacent.
(ii) If (pα, n−m) = 1 or pβ, then n and m are adjacent, where α−β ≥ 2.
Therefore, assume m is a fixed vertex, there are φ(t) vertex which are
adjacent to m for the first case. Moreover, for the second case as we
have n −m = pβk, there are φ(pα−β) vertices join to m, where k is an
integer (k, pα−β) = 1.
(iii) Clearly, if the order of n−m is composite if and only if m and n are
adjacent. This will occur whenever (t, n −m) = 1. Hence the number
of vertices which are adjacent to a vertex like m is φ(t).
(iv) Similar to the second part, two vertices m and n are adjacent if and
only if (t, n − m) = 1 or (t, n − m) =

∏γ
i=1 pi, where 1 ≤ γ ≤ l − 2.
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Hence the result is clear.
(v) It is enough to count the number of elements of composite order. �

In fact the degree of vertices in this graph shows the number of ele-
ments of the group of composite order. Furthermore, as degree of ver-
tices are even number the composite graph Cay(Zt, S) is Eulerian graph,
where t is a composite number.

Theorem 2.3. Let Zt be a cyclic group of order t, where p, pi are prime
numbers.

(i) If t =
∏n

i=1 pi, then diam(Cay(Zt, S)) = 3, where pi’s are dis-
tinct prime numbers 1 ≤ i ≤ n.

(ii) If t = pα, then diam(Cay(Zt, S)) = 2, 1 < α.
(iii) If t =

∏n
i=1 p

αi
i , then diam(Cay(Zt, S)) = 2, 1 < αi for some i

and pi’s are distinct prime numbers.

Proof. (i) Suppose x and y is two vertex such that they are not ad-
jacent. Moreover x and y are of prime and composite order respec-
tively. Since x and y does not join |x − y| = pj , 1 ≤ j ≤ n. Therefore
x = p1 · · · pj−1pj+1 · · · pnk+y, 1 ≤ k < pj . Consequently |x−1| is a com-
posite number. Thus x, x− 1, 0, y form a path which means d(x, y) = 3.
If x, y are two non-adjacent vertices of prime orders, then we deduce
that |x| = |y| = pj , 1 ≤ j ≤ n. Similar to the previous argument
x = p1 · · · pj−1pj+1 · · · pnk + y, 1 ≤ k < pj which implies |x− 1− y| is a
composite number. Hence x, x− 1, y form a path and d(x, y) = 2.
(ii) Assume x, y are two non-adjacent vertices. Clearly there is an ele-
ment of order p in this group and so x − y = kpα−1. Thus x − 1, y are
adjacent and d(x, y) = 2.
(iii) Suppose x, y are two non-adjacent vertices. Therefore x − y =
pα1
1 pα2

2 · · · pαj−1

j−1 · · · pαj+1

j+1 pαn
n k, where 1 ≤ k < pj . By an easy computa-

tion we deduce that x and y join to pα1
1 pα2

2 · · · pαj−1

j−1 p
αj+1

j+1 · · · pαn
n k+x+1.

Hence d(x, y) = 2. �
By computation girth(Cay(Z4, S)) = 4, girth(Cay(Z6, S)) = 6 and
diam(Cay(Z6, S)) = 3.

Theorem 2.4. Suppose Cay(Zt, S) is a composite order Cayley graph
where p and pi’s are prime numbers such that pi ̸= pj for i ̸= j.

(i) If t = pα, then girth(Cay(Zt, S)) = 3, where α > 2.
(ii) If t = p1p2 ̸= 6, then girth(Cay(Zt, S)) = 4.
(iii) If t =

∏n
i=1 pi, then girth(Cay(Zt, S)) = 3, where n ≥ 3.

(iv) If t =
∏n

i=1 p
αi
i , then girth(Cay(Zt, S)) = 3, 1 < αi for some i.

Proof. (i) There are two elements of composite order which are adjacent
with zero we can make a triangle.
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(ii) Assume φ(p1) ≥ 2. Since the number of elements of order p1 is
φ(p1), there are at least 2 elements x1 and x2 of order p1. Moreover, if
y is an element of order p2, then x1 ∼ y ∼ x2. It is clear that x1+1 is a
vertex distinct from x2 and y such that it joins to x1 and x2. Hence we
have a square.
(iii) Since there are three elements of order p1, p2 and p3 we can form a
triangle by these three elements.
(iv) Suppose i = 2 and x, y are adjacent vertices. Therefore x − y =

kpβ1
1 pβ2

2 , 0 ≤ βi < αi, 1 ≤ k < pα1−β1
1 pα2−β2

2 . By computation, y is

adjacent to k′p
β′
1

1 p
β′
2

2 + y, 0 ≤ β′
i < αi, 1 ≤ k′ < p

α1−β′
1

1 p
α2−β′

2
2 . Now if

we choose suitable k and k′, then x joins k′p
β′
1

1 p
β′
2

2 + y and we have a
triangle. Moreover, if i ≥ 3, then the assertion is similar to the third
part. �

In a graph a 3-cycle is called a triangle. For the vertices a, b, c in a
graph Γ the triangle formed by the distinct vertices a, b, c is denoted
by (a, b, c). The triangle (0, a, b) is called a fundamental triangle and
it is denoted by ∆ab. T. Chalapati et al. enumerate the number of
fundamental triangles in a divisor Cayley graph (see [2] for more details).
By Theorem 2.4 we observe that the composite Cayley graph of class of
some cyclic groups has triangle. Similar to the Lemma 3.6 and Theorem
3.7 in [2] we conclude that the number of fundamental triangles and all
triangles in the composite Cayley graph Cay(Zt, S) is

1

2

(∑
a∈S

|S ∩ (S + a)|

)
and

|Zt|
6

(∑
a∈S

|S ∩ (S + a)|

)
,

respectively.

A subset X of the vertices of the graph Γ is called a clique if the
induced subgraph on X is a complete graph. The maximum size of a
clique in a graph Γ is called the clique number of Γ and denoted by ω(Γ).
A subset X of the vertices of Γ is called an independent set if the induced
subgraph on X has no edges. The maximum size of an independent set
in a graph Γ is called the independence number of Γ and denoted by
α(Γ). Let k > 0 be an integer. A k-vertex coloring of a graph Γ is an
assignment of k colors to the vertices of Γ such that no two adjacent
vertices have the same color. The vertex chromatic number χ(Γ) of a
graph Γ, is the minimum k for which Γ has a k-vertex coloring.

Theorem 2.5. If G is a cyclic group of order pn, then Cay(G,S) is com-
plete pn−1-partite graph. Moreover, ω(Cay(G,S)) = χ(Cay(G,S)) =
pn−1 and α(Cay(G,S)) = p. Furthermore, Cay(G,S) is not planar
whenever p ≥ 3 and n ≥ 2.
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Proof. Consider the complement of the composite order Cayley graph,
then we have pn−1 complete components which contain p vertices (See
[6, Proposition 3.3]). Therefore the assertion follows. �

For a graph Γ and a subset S of the vertex set V (Γ), denote by NΓ[S]
the set of vertices in Γ which are in S or adjacent to a vertex in S. If
NΓ[S] = V (Γ), then S is said to be a dominating set of vertices in Γ.
The domination number of a graph Γ, denoted by γ(Γ), is the minimum
size of a dominating set of the vertices in Γ.

Proposition 2.6. Consider the composite order Cayley graph of cyclic
group of order t. Then

(i) If t = pα, then γ(Cay(Zt, S)) = p.
(ii) If t =

∏n
i=1 p

αi
i , then γ(Cay(Zt, S)) = pi, where pi is the smallest

prime number which divides t.

Proof. (i) In this case the vertices of Cay(Zt, S) are identity element
of the group, elements of order of power of p and the elements of
order p. All the elements of composite order join the identity ele-
ment. Moreover, the elements of order p are non-adjacent. Hence
{0, p− 1 elements of order p} is a dominating set.
(ii) The vertices are the identity element, elements of composite order
and elements of order pi, 1 ≤ i ≤ n. Since the elements of order pi
and pj are adjacent, {0, pi− 1 elements of order pi} is a dominating set,
where pi is the smallest prime number which divides t. �

By the above argument we become familiar with the structure of the
composite order Cayley graph of a cyclic group. This knowledge will
be useful to discuss about the composite order Cayley graph of other
groups by their cyclic subgroups.

Example 2.7. LetD2n = ⟨a, b|an = b2 = 1, ab = a−1⟩ be dihedral group
of order 2n and p, pi are prime numbers 1 ≤ i ≤ n. By the presentation
of D2n and considering the cyclic subgroup ⟨a⟩ we deduce the following
results.

(i) If n = p a prime number, then Cay(D2n, S) is made of 2p isolated
vertices.

(ii) If n = pα, then the powers of a, ai and aj are adjacent whenever
j ̸= kpα−1 + i, 1 ≤ k < p. Moreover, 1 joins to all powers of a

except akp
α−1

and abj are isolated vertices, 1 ≤ j ≤ pα − 1.
(iii) If n =

∏n
i=1 p

αi
i , then ai and aj are adjacent whenever j ̸=

kpα1
1 pα2

2 · · · pαj−1

j−1 p
αj+1

j+1 · · · pαj−1
n + i, where 1 ≤ k < pj . Moreover,

1 joins to all powers of a of composite order and abj are isolated
vertices, 1 ≤ j ≤

∏n
i=1 p

αi
i − 1.
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3. Main Results

In this section we discuss about the planarity of the composite or-
der Cayley graph. K. Kuratowski provided a characterization of planar
graphs in terms of forbidden graphs, now known as Kuratowski’s Theo-
rem,

A finite graph is planar if and only if it does not contain a subgraph
that is a subdivision of K5 or K3,3.

In practice, it is difficult to use Kuratowski’s criterion to quickly de-
cide whether a given graph is planar.
If Γ is a simple, connected, planar graph with v ≥ 3 vertices and e edges,
then e ≤ 3v − 6.

Lemma 3.1. If the connected composite order Cayley graph Cay(G,S)
is planar, then |S| = 0, 2 or 4.

Proof. Since Cay(G,S) is planar, |E(Cay(G,S))| ≤ 3|V (Cay(G,S))|−6.
Therefore, |G||S| ≤ 6|G| − 12 which implies |S| ≤ 5. The number of
elements of composite order is clearly even, because each such element
can be paired with its inverse. Hence the assertion follows. �

A finite group having all (non-trivial) elements of prime order if it is
a p-group of exponent p or a non-nilpotent group of order pnq or it is
isomorphic to the simple group A5, where n is a non-negative integer
and p, q are prime numbers (see [3]). Therefore the composite order
Cayley graphs of such groups are an empty graph which is planar. In
the following theorem we present all the groups whose composite Cayley
graphs are planar.

Theorem 3.2. The composite order Cayley graph associated to the
group G is planar if and only if G ∼= Z4,Z6, S3, D8,Z2 × D8, D2p, A4,
a group whose cyclic subgroups are of order 4, 6 or p and a group of
prime order, where p is a prime number.

Proof. If the order of the group G is a prime number, then Cay(G,S)
is an empty graph and clearly is planar. Assume |G| is a composite
number. If G is a cyclic group, then |S| ≥ φ(|G|) by Theorem 2.2. Since
Cay(G,S) is planar the Lemma 3.1 implies 4 ≥ φ(|G|). Therefore it is
enough to consider cyclic groups of order 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12. In the
sequel, we check the planarity of the composite order Cayley graph of all
the groups of order less than 12. If G ∼= Z2 ×Z2 or S3, then G does not
have any element of composite order and so its Cayley composite graph
is formed by 4 or 6 isolated vertices, respectively. Suppose G ∼= Z6.
Then Cay(Z6, S) is a cycle of length 6. There are 5 groups of order 8.
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The composite order Cayley graph of D8 = ⟨a, b|a4 = b2 = 1, ab = a−1⟩
is made of a path a ∼ 1 ∼ a3 and five isolated vertices a2, b, ab, a2b, a3b
while Z2 × Z2 × Z2 × Z2 is an empty graph. But the composite order
Cayley graph of Q8 = {±i,±j,±k,±1}, Z8 and Z4 × Z2 contain K3,3

as induced subgraph and are not planar. The composite order Cayley
graph Z10,Z12,Z2 × Z2 × Z3, D12, T = ⟨x, y|x4 = y3 = 1, yxy = x⟩ have
the induced subgraph K3,3 so they are not planar. Since the order of
elements of A4 is 1, 2, 3 so its composite order Cayley graph is an empty
graph with 12 isolated vertices. For the groups of greater order, it is
easy to see that if all of their elements are of prime order, then their
composite order Cayley graphs are planar. Thus we consider the groups
which contains an element of composite order. If D2n is a dihedral group
of order 2n, then the composite order Cayley graph of this group is not
planar, where n > 6 and n is not a prime number. Because its cyclic
subgroup of order n has at least 3 generators so there exists K3,3 as its
induced subgraph.
Let G be a group. Consequently every cyclic subgroup of G has at
most 4 elements of composite order. Consider the cyclic subgroup
⟨x⟩. If |x| = m, then m ≤ 6 because otherwise we have K3,3 by ver-
tices 1, x, xt, xs, xt+1, xs+1 as the induced subgraph of Cay(G,S), where
x, xt, xs are the generators of ⟨x⟩. This means elements of composite or-
der for this group are of order 4 or 6. This group contains cyclic groups
of order 4, 6 or p, where p is a prime number. �
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