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1. Introduction

The tourism industry is one of the
sustainable movements that have many
strategic functions, including economic
development, social empowerment and
environmental protection (Parmawati et
al., 2018) and have become one of the
largest and most lucrative sectors of the
universal economy, accounting for 11% of
universal net production and employs
more than 200 million people annually
(UNWTO, 2016). One of the models that
some countries have considered for the
development of tourism is increasing
interest in tourism and protection,
increasing attention to sustainable
tourism paradigms, addressing the
identity and indigenous structures in the
field of tourism that has led to the
formation of ecotourism (Karimi et al,
2019; Moradi et al.,, 2020). However, in
recent months, the industry has faced a
major challenge and crisis that have
negatively affected the tourism and
ecotourism industry in Iran and the world.
This critical phenomenon is the spread of
the Corona virus worldwide and in Iran.
The epidemic and spread of this disease
have had many effects on the economic
development of countries, especially the
tourism industry. However, relying on the
lessons learned from the Corona era, the
approach to ecotourism for the Iranian
tourism industry in the post-Corona era
opens a new perspective that can be used
to reduce the problems and crises of the
epidemic. Therefore, in the present study,
an attempt has been made to examine the
mentality of experts in the field of dealing
with post-corona ecotourism, and for this
purpose, the Q methodology has been
used.

2. Materials and Methods

In this study, Q methodology has been
used to identify the minds of experts in
dealing with post-corona ecotourism. This
method uses factor analysis to rank
qualitative propositions to identify and
understand the range of social
perspectives on the subject under study
(Winkler & Nicholas, 2016). KMO index and
Bartlett test were used to determine the
appropriateness of data in factor analysis.
Structured assessment of respondents'
mindsets in Q studies is examined by four
main steps: 1- Research design; 2- Q-Sort;
3-  Q-Analysis; 4-  Interpretation.
According to the purpose of the study, the
target population for data collection
includes members of the Association of
Tourist Guides (IFTGA) throughout the
country. After reviewing and studying
reputable publications, documents and
health instructions related to tourism and
ecotourism, a total of 59 effective
categories in the field of post-corona
ecotourism  were  extracted. After
removing duplicate categories and
combining items with the same meaning,
42 main propositions were identified that
were used as a Q-Sort. Using the amount
of variance, eight Q factors or mental
species were extracted.

3. Discussion and Results

The results of the present study show that
the main mental models of experts are in
the first and second groups. According to
the interpretation of the first mental
model, more than 19.5% of the total
variance changes explained in this mental
model. People in this group place more
emphasis on the quality of health in public
places, restaurants and residences and
more supervision over them. Examination
of the third mental model shows that
experts emphasize on managerial factors
and this model explains 6.9% of the
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changes in total variance. The study of
other mental models emphasizes issues
such as health infrastructure, codified
rules and regulations, investment in the
construction of health resorts and places,
education and the distribution of booklets.

4. Conclusions

According to the analysis, the first and
second two mental patterns have an
explained variance of more than 40% and
32% of the explained variance belongs to
the other six mental patterns. Given that
the largest number of experts emphasize
the importance of hygienic quality and
non-pollution of public places and is the
main concern of experts in this field;
Therefore, it is suggested that the
responsible organizations have more
control over the accommodation and also,
by using education and culture of local
people and tourists, to reduce and
eliminate environmental pollution and
resorts.
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