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Abstract

From its inception, the governor has symbolized the state, serving as the integrator
of offices and the guarantor of unity between the state and nation within the
province. Over the past decade, several high-ranking governors and officials in Iran
have repeatedly asserted that the authority granted to governors is insufficient to
fulfill their duties effectively. The primary question of this research is: from which
perspective is the expansion of governors' powers in Iran a logical and significant
necessity, particularly in a comparative context? What is the nature of the tools and
authorities that need to be modified or created? If there is an increase in authority,
is there a need to modify or even reduce the scope of other aspects of the
governors' roles in Iran? The research findings suggest that Iranian governors lack
nearly all the management tools that their French counterparts possess. Therefore,
the claims made by Iranian governors and government officials regarding
inadequate and imbalanced authority are not only valid but also call for profound
and extensive reforms to facilitate transformation—specially to bring the
government closer to local communities. Another finding of this research is that
the position of governor is complex and ambiguous. The solution lies in adaptability
and continuous innovation rather than merely increasing legal authority.
Consistent procedures and stability in the central government's efforts to
strengthen the powers of decentralized institutions, particularly the governor's
office, can lead to more effective implementation of changes and developments in
legal frameworks.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since their establishment— in France in
1800 and in Iran in 1316 (according to the
Iranian calendar)—governors have
symbolized the state, served as the
integrators of governmental offices, and
acted as guarantors of the unity between
the state and the nation within their
provinces. Over the past decade, several
high-ranking Iranian governors and
officials have repeatedly asserted that the
current authority granted to governors is
insufficient to fulfill their responsibilities
effectively. This research aims to compare
the evolution of the governorship
institution and its authorities in relation to
provincial administrative bodies and the
central government in both France and
Iran. The primary research question is:
from which perspective is the expansion of
governors’ powers in Iran a logical and
significant necessity in a comparative
context? Additionally, what types of tools
and authorities need to be modified or
introduced? If an increase in authority is
warranted, is there also a need to adjust or
even reduce other aspects of the
governors' roles in Iran?

2. Methods and Literature

Review
The foundation of this research was
initially to examine the relevant legal texts
and principles. However, every executive,
especially in a complex institution such as
a governorate, understands that merely
outlining laws and regulations is neither
sufficient nor accurate to fully
comprehend the institution’s actual
capacities. The governor, as a government
representative, recognizes the importance
of understanding the content of legal
regulations and norms. Yet, he also
acknowledges that it is the existing
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procedures and customs that effectively
realize his privileges and authorities in
practice. Therefore, these procedures
must be considered alongside the legal
framework; neglecting the role of customs
and procedures renders the research
discussion incomplete.

3. Literature Review

Several books have been written analyzing
the actual changes in the status of
governors following the approval of the
DEFER laws. Among these, Eim Tobin’s
research, titled *Governor in
Decentralization* (1997), stands out as the
most comprehensive work in this field.
Similarly, *The Return of Governors?*
(Gleizal, 1995), authored by Prof. Jean-
Jacques Gleizal, is another significant
contribution. Some governors themselves
participated in the preparation of this
analytical ~work.  Additionally, the
bicentennial commemorative volume
marking two hundred years since the
enactment of the Plovioz law in 2000
(*Deux siecles au service de la France¥,
2000) and several subsequent academic
treatises have further enriched the
literature. However, a major challenge in
conducting this research was the scarcity
of recent resources addressing the
changes and development in the authority
and status of governors in France.
Although numerous academic papers have
been well-written, there is a notable lack
of studies covering the period between
2000 and 2010. During this decade, the
process of decentralization deepened
significantly, marking a critical phase in
the practical evolution of the governor’s
role. In Iranian legal literature, there is an
almost complete absence of
comprehensive sources examining the
authority of governors in the context of
decentralization and decongestion. Prof.
Motameni Tabatabaei, in his book
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*Administrative Law* published by SAMT,
briefly discusses the country’s
administrative  divisions and local
organizations in a descriptive manner,
referencing mostly outdated laws. More
recently, in 2017 (1396 in the Iranian
calendar), Dr. Shams published an article
titled “A Look at Organizing Local
Governance in Iran: Legal-Administrative
Challenges and  Strategies,” which
primarily outlines the history of
administrative developments and styles in
Iran and explains the motivations behind
Iranian authorities’ interest in
decentralization.

4. Conclusion

The research findings suggest that the
authority of governors in Iran over local,
non-centralized institutions is not only
deficient and inadequate but also that
increasing their authority and expanding
their oversight of these institutions
requires profound reform. This reform
should ensure that the power and
potential of governors primarily facilitate
the coordination of the numerous
institutions established locally
(decentralization). Conversely, in the
decongestion sector, Iranian governors
lack nearly all the management tools that
French governors possess.

Therefore, the claims made by the
governors and the government in Iran that
the authority is inadequate and
imbalanced are not only correct but also
highlight the need for profound and
extensive reforms to bring about
transformation, particularly by bringing
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the government closer to the local people.
Another finding of this research is that the
position of governorship is complex and
ambiguous. The solution lies in
adaptability and continuous innovation,
rather than merely increasing legal
authority.

The procedures, continuity, and
stability in the central government's
efforts to strengthen the authority of
deconcentrating institutions, particularly
the governor, can lead to more objective
realizations of changes and developments
in legal instruments. Additionally, given
the complexity and multifaceted role of
the governorship, governments should
exercise greater care in selecting
governors and defining their
qualifications.
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4. Loi n 2014~ 58 du 27 janvier 2014 de moderniza-
tion de laction publique territorial et daffirmation
des métropoles.

5. Loi n 2015- 991 du 7 aoiit 2015 portant nouvelle
organization territorial de la République.

(https:/ /www.ecologie.gouv.fr /loi-portant-sur-
nouvelle-organisation-territoriale-republique-
notre)
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1. Décret n 2009-1484 du 3 décembre 2009 relatif
aux directions départementales interministérielles.
2, Mutualisation

3. Circulaires n°6029,/SG et n°6030 /SG du 24 juil-
let 2018 relatives a lorganisation territoriale des
services publics.
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!'. Présentation du décret n°2015-510 du 7mai 2015
portant charte de la déconcentration.

2, Circulaires n°6029 /SG et n°6030/SG du 24 juillet
2018 relatives a lorganisation territoriale des ser-
vices publics.
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