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Accepted: Context and Purpose: Coastal tourism management is undoubtedly one of the management

March 15, 2025 and policy areas that allows business owners and investors to carry out their activities
Available online: without economic-financial concerns and with regard to the environmental attachments of
April 20, 2025 their activities. The occurrence of this event and the economic development of the coastal
areas are possible with the existence of security. This economic security, along with socio-
cultural and economic variables, requires the existence of security that will be possible by
law enforcement personnel. This research was done to study coastal tourism management
strategies and their impact on the development of economic security.

Design/methodology/approach: The current research is of applied type, and the basis of
its investigation method is survey and exploratory. The statistical population of this
research was investigated in two sections: experts and tourism officials of Mazandaran
province and commanders and personnel of the police force of Mazandaran province.
Hence, the sampling in the first section (38 people) is of the full enumeration type, and in
the second section of the sampling type, it is a judgment that 52 people were considered
experts. Findings: The research findings showed that in the section on providing coastal

management tourism strategies from the point of view of tourism experts and managers,
conservative strategies are prioritized, and diversity strategies are included in the section
on appropriate strategies of the police force of Mazandaran province. Conclusion: From the
findings, it can be concluded that practical measures, such as punishing the criminals and
disruptors of social crimes by revising the criminal procedure law, considering the
appropriate strategies of the police force and the components of benefiting from the
economic, socio-cultural power of the region to create integrated management of coastal
tourism and increase the government's attention to coastal planning and investment, can
¢ be considered an effective solution in the field of tourism. Policymakers in a wide range of
tourism management, sectors of society are taking soft measures simultaneously (paying attention to the capital
economic security, sector). Attention should be paid to cultural and social (and hard) activities (dealing with
strategies factors that disrupt social order and security).
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1. Introduction

Tourism has become a significant activity
that has played a prominent role in the
economic development of various
countries in recent decades. Due to its
extensive demand, tourism encompasses a
wide range of activities, a major portion of
which is nature-based tourism, which is
currently concentrated in coastal areas
globally.

Focusing on coastal tourism is
impossible without ensuring the security
of economic investments. Economic
security can be considered one of the most
important indicators of development. It
includes the relationships, institutions,
and financial flows created to manage the
social and economic risks affecting
security.

Coastal areas, especially sandy beaches,
hold special importance as they represent
the interface between vast bodies of water
and land. Coastal cities can benefit from
this type of tourism to improve their
economic, socio-cultural, and
environmental conditions. The
Mazandaran province, with its coastline
extending over 300 kilometers, is
considered one of the main tourist hubs in
the country due to its favorable climate,
beautiful forests, and diverse historical
sites. However, tourism development in
Mazandaran, primarily based on its natural
attractions, has not progressed, is not
managed appropriately, and faces various
challenges.

Existing evidence shows that only 2.9%
(approximately 10 kilometers) of the
coastline is under the supervision of the
Cultural Heritage and Tourism
Organization with public construction,
while the government and private sectors,

towns, etc, occupy the remainder. This
situation results in severe concentration
along the coastline, leading to
overcrowding, insecurity, and
dissatisfaction among provincial tourists.
It is clear that optimal utilization of the
coastal tourism potential in Mazandaran
requires thorough study, analysis, and
planning. In fact, developing a
comprehensive and coherent program
that identifies the current status and
provides suitable strategies to achieve an
optimal state is necessary. Therefore,
using a SWOT approach, this research
introduces coastal security strategies
(from the perspectives of tourism experts
and managers and law enforcement
commanders and managers). Given these
considerations, this study seeks to answer
the following questions: What is the
strategic role of law enforcement in
ensuring coastal security in Mazandaran
Province? What strategies are suitable for
managing coastal tourism in Mazandaran
Province?

2. Research Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of its
objectives and employs a survey and
exploratory methodology. The coastal
tourism strategies component sample
consists of tourism experts and officials
from Mazandaran Province, totaling 38
individuals, selected through a census
sampling method. The sample for the
coastal tourism management strategies in
the area of security consists of 52 law
enforcement commanders and experts
from the province, selected through
judgmental sampling.

In the first part, four factors—
geographical-ecological, economic, social
and cultural, and infrastructure—were
selected. Examining the region's internal
and external environment identified the
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strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
threats for each of these four factors.
Tourism experts were then surveyed using
a Likert scale questionnaire to determine
the importance (weight) of each factor.
The obtained data were analyzed using the
SWOT analytical model, and strategies for
the development of coastal tourism in the
study area were presented.

3. Research Findings

According to tourism experts, the factor of
leveraging the region's economic and
socio-cultural potential, with a weight of
0.045, is considered the most significant
external opportunity. Conversely, the
factor of cultural clashes between tourists
and local residents, with a weight of 0.051,
is identified as the most critical external
threat.

Effective strengths in the law
enforcement domain concerning security
have higher scores than other factors.
Additionally, since the scores for external
threats are higher than for other elements,
strategic planning should also focus on
addressing these external threats.

The appropriate strategies for law
enforcement in the province concerning
the development of coastal tourism
security are diversity strategies (ST). In
contrast, conservative strategies (WO) are
suitable for managing tourism in the
province regarding the development of
coastal tourism. Additionally, the research
findings indicate that strategy (ST1), which
involves prosecuting criminals and those
disrupting social order by revising the
criminal procedure code, has been

recognized as the best strategy due to its
highest score.

4. Conclusion

Based on the research findings, it can be
concluded that practical measures, such
as prosecuting criminals and disruptors of
social order through a revision of the
criminal procedure code, are effective
strategies for law enforcement. These
measures, combined with leveraging the
region’s economic, social, and cultural
assets region to establish integrated
coastal tourism management and
increasing government focus on planning
and investment in the coastal tourism
sector, are essential. Therefore, it is
recommended that policymakers at the
macro level balance soft measures
(focusing on investment in cultural and
social activities) with hard measures
(addressing disruptions to public order
and security).
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