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Context and Purpose: Considering that ancestral tourism is one of the emerging sectors of
tourism in Iran, it is necessary as initial steps to understand what factors attract ancestral
tourists to visit their homeland or their ancestors’ land and what places have more appeal
to them during this journey. Therefore, this research aimed to identify the factors
influencing the motivation of ancestral tourists to travel to their ancestors’ land and their
desired places.

Received: Design/methodology/approach: The required data for this research was collected
May 20, 2024 qualitatively through interviews with experts in ancestral tourism, cultural tourism, history
Accepted: professors, and cultural guides who had experience in organizing tours related to ancestral
August 11, 2024 tourism. It is worth mentioning that the research sampling method was snowball sampling,
Available online: and ultimately, the results obtained from 17 interviews were analyzed using the content

analysis method with the help of MAXQDA software.

Findings: Familiarity with ancestors’ background, establishing and maintaining a
connection with the past, economic interests, attractions of the ancestral land, showing
respect, reminiscing the past, feeling of belonging to the ancestral land, and gaining
emotional experience from a societal perspective were identified as the main motivations
for travel.

Conclusion: The results show that generally, three motivations will prioritize tourists’
interest in travel: 1. personal interest and need, 2. showing one's identity and culture to
others, and 3. improving the situation of the ancestral land.

Originality /value: The focus on the psychological and sociological core of distant ancestral
tourists adds authenticity to this research. Moreover, the results obtained from this study
will be effective as the first steps towards the growth of ancestral tourism.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Ancestral tourism is defined as a type of
tourism where individuals travel to places
that they consider their homeland; during
the visit, they try to discover more
information about their heritage. These
tourists seek answers to questions about
the birth, marriage, livelihood, and life and
death of their ancestors to connect with
previous generations through their
travels. With the increasing number of
Iranians migrating to various parts of the
world and a growing inclination towards
internal migration from peripheral areas
to central provinces, especially the city of
Tehran, it seems that there is a significant
potential for ancestral tourism in our
country. Annually, a considerable number
of the Iranian population emigrates, with
the United Nations Statistical Yearbook
for 2020 reporting that 2,797,235
individuals have left the country legally
and illegally. Based on studies conducted
on ancestral tourism, to take the first steps
in the field of ancestral tourism in Iran, it
is necessary to understand the
psychological and sociological factors that
have influenced individuals’ attraction to
their ancestral land, which will drive them
toward visiting and returning to their
ancestral land.

2. Research Methodology

The data in this research is qualitative, and
the data collection tool is semi-structured
interviews. Experts familiar with ancestral
tourism, cultural tourism, history
professors, and cultural guides with
experience in organizing tours related to
ancestral tourism formed the target
population and were identified using the
snowball sampling method. It is worth
mentioning that to investigate the broader
topic of ancestral tourism, Iran as a
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country was chosen as the geographical
scope of this research, not a specific city
or region. In the current study, after
completing the last interview, the
researcher used the content analysis
method to analyze the data. Then, the
collected data was transferred to
MAXQDA software to extract the relevant
charts. These methods can help the
researcher to achieve more accurate and
reliable results and explore different
patterns and relationships among the data.

3. Research Findings

In the current study, a total of eight main
motivations were identified for ancestral
tourists to travel to their ancestral land.
These motivations include familiarity with
ancestors’ background, establishing and
maintaining connections with the past,
economic interests, attractions of the
ancestral  land, showing  respect,
reminiscing, a sense of belonging to the
ancestral land, and gaining emotional
experiences. These motivations were the
main focus of the research among the
target community.

The findings from the second part of
the research also indicated that although
ancestral tourists are more focused on
places such as religious sites, cemeteries,
the individual's place of education, old
neighborhoods, ancestral homes, etc., a
specific location cannot be considered for
this segment of the tourism market.

4. Conclusion

The results show that generally, three
motivations, including personal interest
and need, showcasing their own identity
and culture to others, and improving the
situation of their ancestral land, in that
order of priority, will make tourists
interested in ancestral tourism. Contrary
to common beliefs, the presence of this
segment of the tourism market will not be
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limited to staying at relatives’ homes only,
as they will be interested in participating
in family tours, supporting the local
community, and reliving nostalgic
moments.

It is noteworthy that ancestral tourism
is highly dependent on human emotions;
therefore, their emotions must be stirred
to stimulate demand for ancestral tourism.
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