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Abstract

This study investigates and analyzes the factors affecting the emergence and expansion of
informal settlements in the metropolis of Ahvaz. The aim of this research is to explain the
indicators of informal settlement and analyze the economic, social, and political effects on
informal settlements. The research type is applied, and the research method is a
combination of documentary, descriptive, and analytical methods. The information
required for this research, according to the type of hypotheses and research objectives, has
been obtained through the detailed results of the general census of population and housing,
various related plans, including the comprehensive and detailed plans of the city of Ahvaz,
the 1:2000 map of the current situation of the city of Ahvaz, and also through documents,
magazines, and books related to the topic, questionnaire tools, interviews, and
observations. The statistical population of the research included specialists and experts in
the field of informal settlements. The sampling method was snowball sampling, through
which 30 experts were interviewed. To analyze the data and examine the variables, the
structural equation modeling approach of the variance axis and covariance axis in Smart
PLS software 3.2.6 was used. The results of this research show that economic factors, with
78% of the variance of the variable of formation of informal settlements in the metropolis
of Ahvaz, have the greatest impact on the formation of such settlements in the city of Ahvaz.
Social factors, with 73%, and political factors, with 69%, are in the next ranks of influence
on the formation and expansion of informal settlements in the metropolis of Ahvaz. Among
economic factors, the status of the land and housing market (cheapness of land prices in
informal areas), social factors, the imposed war and political factors, and the
implementation of centralizing policies have had the greatest impacts on the formation and
expansion of informal settlements in the metropolis of Ahvaz, and other variables are in the
next ranks.
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1. Introduction

Informal settlement is a major challenge
facing metropolises around the world,
with negative consequences for various
aspects of urban life. Ahvaz metropolis is
no exception to this problem, which has
witnessed a growing expansion of informal
settlements in recent years. This research
investigates and analyzes the factors
contributing to the emergence and
expansion of informal settlements in the
Ahvaz metropolis.

2. Research Methodology

This study is of an applied nature, and its
research method is a combination of
documentary, descriptive, and analytical
methods. The information required for
this research, according to the nature of
the hypotheses and research objectives,
was obtained through the detailed results
of the general census of population and
housing, various related plans, including
the comprehensive and detailed plans of
Ahvaz city, the 1:2000 map of the current
situation of Ahvaz city, and also through
documents, magazines, and books related
to the topic, questionnaire tools,
interviews, and observations. The
statistical population of the research
included specialists and experts in the
field of informal settlements. The sampling
method was snowball sampling, through
which 30 experts were interviewed. To
analyze the data and examine the
variables, the structural equation
modeling approach of the variance axis
and covariance axis in Smart PLS software
3.2.6 was used.

3. Research Findings

The results of this research show that
economic, social, and political factors play
a fundamental role in the emergence and
expansion of informal settlements in the
Ahvaz metropolis. Among economic

factors, the situation of the land and
housing market, the low level of financial
capital of immigrants, oil and the
establishment of o0il towns, the
concentration of capital and financial
resources in Ahvaz metropolis, the
concentration of large industries and
workshops, the economic imbalance
between urban and rural areas, the

concentration of employment
opportunities, access to appropriate
economic opportunities, the

establishment of industrial estates and
land speculation, and the high difference
in economic level between immigrants and
native residents have had the greatest
impacts on the formation of informal
settlements in  Ahvaz  metropolis,
respectively. Among social factors, the
imposed war, the lack of adequate
supervision and control by the urban
management, access to social and welfare
services, the social base of immigrants, the
high population growth of the country, the
high population growth of urban areas, the
low level of education of immigrants, the
low level of skills of immigrants, and the
cultural and social class differences
between immigrants and native residents
have had the greatest impact on the
formation of informal settlements in Ahvaz
metropolis, respectively. Among political
factors, the implementation of
centralizing policies, the concentration of
political facilities, the urban land law, the
political-administrative  centrality, the
regional centrality, the policy of
settlement plans (housing cooperatives),
the political-geographical position of
Ahvaz in the southwest of the country, and
the policies related to housing security for
low-income groups living in metropolises
have had the greatest impact on the
formation of informal settlements in Ahvaz
metropolis, respectively.
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4. Conclusion

The findings of this research show that
informal settlement in the Ahvaz
metropolis is a multifaceted phenomenon
in which various factors play a role in its
emergence and expansion. Attention to
these factors and the adoption of
appropriate policies to address them can
help reduce informal settlements and
improve the quality of life in the Ahvaz
metropolis. Based on the findings of this
research, it is suggested that future
research should focus on a deeper
examination of each of the economic,
social, and political factors affecting
informal settlement in the Ahvaz
metropolis and conduct research on

appropriate solutions to reduce informal
settlement in this city.
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