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and history. Creating a cohesive network of urban spaces that integrates old and
contemporary areas is crucial. Bazaars historically exemplified this model but have
undergone significant changes due to urban design and planning issues. This research aims
to dissect the historical role of bazaars in shaping urban form and their impact on the overall
spatial coherence of the city. The ultimate goal is to develop a conceptual model for creating
a coherent urban space network. Such a network, emphasizing both structure and function,
will contribute to the city's growth and prosperity. Employing a mixed-methods approach,
this study utilizes qualitative content analysis to extract key concepts related to the
coherence of urban form and space networks. By analyzing the underlying structures of the
content, a conceptual model is developed that reflects recurring and passive patterns. The
research employs a three-round fuzzy Delphi method to validate the identified codes.
Finally, the model is evaluated within the historical context of Kerman using both qualitative
and quantitative methods. The results show that the constituent elements of urban form to
create a coherent urban spaces network include street/bazaar, block/building, land use,
and activity in two dimensions of structure and function. Assessing the model within
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Kerman's historical context reveals that bazaars serve as powerful centers organically
shaped through micro-to-macro processes, significantly contributing to the city's spatial
order and physical connections. Even in modern cities with designated streets, bazaars
continue to play an essential role in maintaining structural integrity and functional
coherence across neighborhoods.
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1. Introduction

The historical core of a city plays a vital
role in shaping its identity and physical
form. It serves as a bridge to the past,
reflecting the city's growth and history.
Creating a cohesive network of urban
spaces that seamlessly integrates the old
city with its contemporary counterpart is
essential for a well-functioning urban
system. Historically, bazaars exemplified a
successful model for a coherent urban
space network. Their design principles
were rooted in the inherent nature and
structure of the old city. However, the
modern era has unfortunately witnessed
significant  physical and functional
changes to these vital spaces, often due to
a lack of proper urban design and planning
models. This research aims to dissect the
historical role of bazaars in shaping urban
form and their impact on the overall
spatial coherence of the city. The ultimate
goal is to develop a conceptual model for
creating a coherent urban space network.
Such a network, emphasizing both
structure and function, will contribute to
the city's growth and prosperity. By
exploring how Bazaar shapes the form and
coherent urban spaces network, this study
seeks to identify the components that
influence the coherence of the urban
space network on one hand and, develop a
conceptual model and evaluate it in the
historical context of Kerman on the other
hand. In relation to this, the following
research questions are posed:

* What contribution does the Bazaar
make to the cohesion of physical form and
urban space network?

* What is the conceptual model, criteria,
and indicators for attaining a cohesive
urban space network with a focus on the
role of the Bazaar?

* According to the model for assessing
the coherence of urban form and space
network, how are bazaars and
neighborhoods located in the historical
fabric of Kerman city evaluated?

2. Research Methodology
Employing a mixed-methods approach,
this study utilizes qualitative content
analysis to extract key concepts related to
the coherence of urban form and space
networks. By analyzing the underlying
structures of the content, a conceptual
model is developed that reflects recurring
and passive patterns. The research
employs a three-round fuzzy Delphi
method to validate the identified codes.
Finally, the model is evaluated within the
historical context of Kerman using both
qualitative and quantitative (statistical and
software) methods.

3. Research Findings

The results show that the constituent
elements of urban form to create a
coherent urban spaces network include
street/bazaar, block/building, land use,
and activity in two dimensions of structure
and function. The most important
principles of the structural coherence of
the form in relation to the street/bazaar
element are connection and integration
and, in relation to the block/building
element, mass space. Principles of scale
and proportions, permeability, continuity,
and hierarchy in relation to both elements
of the form structure are important to
create coherence in the urban space
network. The most important principles of
functional coherence in relation to land
use and activity elements are mixed land
use and accessibility.

In response to research questions and
evaluation of the model in the historical
context of Kerman, the results show these
results: 1- the Bazaar is a complex and self-
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organizing system, which can contribute
to the coherence of the form and urban
spaces network and create a coherent
whole. The index of connection and
interconnection is crucial, followed by the
index of centrality, in establishing a
network of urban spaces with a focus on
the Bazaar. 2- The Bazaar holds a
significant connection to the most
integrated lines of the entire city network.
As a part of the modern city, it continues
to contribute to the integrity and function
of the city and its neighborhoods.
However, altering the old spatial structure
and modernizing it can shift activity
patterns and impact the traditional city's
layout, regardless of its spatial structure.
3- The Bazaar is a strong center in the
historical context of Kerman, but the
surrounding streets also display a high
level of centrality based on the analysis.
Consequently, it is evident that if the
Bazaar and its role within the urban
structure are not fortified as a central hub,
the streets will assume its position due to
quicker and more convenient access to
other facilities and areas. As a result, the
Bazaar will fail to serve as a robust center
that fosters coherence and continuity
within the urban space network. 4- The
degree of spatial complexity (concavity) in
the relationship between mass and space
is higher than the edge of the street due to
the organic shape of the buildings, the
destruction of the residential buildings
around and behind the Bazaar, and the
presence of vacant land around the Bazaar
and its neighborhoods. 5- The Bazaar
serves as a pedestrian-friendly urban
space, with improved access to the
surrounding area and movement within it,
enhancing its overall coherence. The
neighborhoods connected to the bazaar
axis are more accessible compared to
other areas, thanks to the network of
bazaar connections and nodes. This

unifying role of the Bazaar contributes to
the formation of cohesive urban spaces
within these neighborhoods. 6- The study
revealed that, regardless of compatibility
and functional scale, diversity and mixing
of land uses do not contribute to the
functional coherence of urban form and
space. However, the Bazaar remains a
cohesive element in the function of the
neighborhood's urban form at a functional
scale. 7- In many modern cities, such as
Kerman city, the efficiency of the
transportation network  is often
compromised by the inadvertent removal
of lower levels of the network hierarchy.
The expansion of streets and disarray in
the  network  hierarchy,  without
consideration for local characteristics, has
resulted in a lack of coherence in the
urban space network on a pedestrian
scale. The hierarchy criterion has been
diminished with the creation of new
streets near the Bazaar and within
neighborhoods, neglecting the old
hierarchy. However, this principle is still
more prevalent in the Bazaar area than in
other parts of the historical context.

4. Conclusion

The Bazaar, a powerful center organically
formed through a micro-to-macro
process, contributes significantly to the
city's spatial order and physical
connections. Even within a modern city
with streets, the Bazaar continues to play
a vital role in maintaining the structural
and functional coherence of the city and
its neighborhoods. However,
modernization efforts that disregard the
existing spatial structure can disrupt
activity patterns and diminish the Bazaar's
role, ultimately impacting the traditional
city fabric. Therefore, strengthening the
Bazaar as a self-structuring system and
paying attention to its cohesive role in the
structure and function of the city can

Mitra Ghorbi, Mahmoud Ghalehnoee, Mahin Nastaran. Analysis of the Role of the Bazaar in the Coherence of Form
and Urban Space (A Case Study of the Old Fabric of Kerman, Iran)

Volume 12. Issue 2. 2025. Pages 179 to 219.




Volume 12. Issue 2. 2025. Pages 179 to 219.

182

>\\://4 USFS
?/& (USFS)

'

guarantee cohesion in urban spaces and
the creation of a coherent network of
spaces. In conclusion, the following
recommendations are proposed to fortify
the Bazaar and its place within the urban
form in order to establish a cohesive
network of urban spaces.

1- The bazaar complex should be
urgently recognized as the most important
part of the old city spine. This complex
should be restored physically, on the one
hand, and should be spatially reinforced by
increasing its configurational significance,
on the other hand. By reinforcing the
Bazaar as a self-organizing system and
focusing on its cohesive function within
the city's structure, we can ensure
cohesion in urban areas and establish a
coherent network of urban spaces.

2- In order to obtain a higher level of
integration in the core, the spatial role of
the streets which lead to the core should
be reinforced. Strengthening the streets
which lead to the old entrances to the
historic city could be used as an important
method to increase the coherence of the
core and also to restore some traditional
characteristics of the grid.

3- For any wurban genotype a
fundamental spatial pattern -'spatial
spirit'- can be envisaged which is the

integrator of urban components and
activities. The Bazaar in the historical
context of Kerman is exactly the spatial as
long as this essential structure survives, it
can preserve many features of the old
system within itself, but if it is altered
dramatically, it can no longer maintain the
continuity and coherence of the city.

4- In urban planning and design before
engaging in any detailed process of
conservation, a basic knowledge of the
spatial harmony between the past and
present is needed, otherwise the past loses
it logic, and consequently its viability to be
conserved, or the new cannot find its
appropriate place to function.
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