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Abstract

New Formalism is a poetic movement from the late 20th and early 21st centuries
in the United States that advocated a return to metrical, rhymed, and narrative
poetry. Proponents of this movement argued that such elements were essential
for reviving poetry’s popularity among Americans and enabling it to compete
with novels. In literary criticism, New Formalism emphasizes form, structure,
and language, aiming to derive meanings from within the work’s internal
structure. Over the past few decades, the interest in returning to traditional poetic
forms and respecting meter and rhyme has emerged in Persian ghazals. Fazel
Nazari is among the poets whose ghazals can be analyzed through the principles
and components of New Formalism. His poetry exemplifies a fusion of tradition
and modernity. This study, using a descriptive-analytical method, explores the
components of New Formalism in Nazari’s ghazals. Findings suggest that Nazari
meticulously employs form and structure, using language as a tool for creating
meaning. His ghazals, while innovative in content and addressing contemporary
societal needs, remain committed to traditional forms and classical meter and
rhyme. Nazari’s ghazals clearly exhibit various New Formalist components. By
returning to classical forms, respecting meter and rhyme, honoring poetic
traditions, using classical language and themes, and balancing form and content,
he presents his poems to the audience in a contemporary yet profound manner.
Keywords: Fazel Nazari, New Formalism, Traditionalism, Structure, Form,
Ghazal

Introduction

There has been limited research on analyzing New Formalist components in
contemporary Persian ghazals. Previous studies in the field of contemporary
Persian poetry and New Formalism have often focused on Western poets or
prominent Iranian poets such as Sohrab Sepehri and Ahmad Shamlou. However,
there has been no specific and detailed research on applying New Formalist
theories to Nazari’s poetry. This gap in the literature underscores the importance
of this study.

As a literary school, New Formalism has primarily been applied to the critique of
Western works, particularly American and Russian literature. However, it has
received little attention in Persian literature, especially in contemporary poetry. A
major challenge in this field is the lack of a precise understanding of New
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Formalism’s characteristics and how they manifest in Persian poetry. This study
aims to identify and analyze key New Formalist components such as attention to
structure and form, semantic layers, and the internal relationships between words
in Fazel Nazari’s poetry. As such, this research investigates the alignment of
New Formalist principles with Nazari’s poetry, aiming to show how his ghazals
can serve as a model of modern Persian poetry analyzed through a New
Formalist lens.

Research Questions and Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, employing content analysis
to examine New Formalist components in Fazel Nazari’s ghazals. As such, it
intends to answer the following questions: What New Formalist features have
been used in Fazel Nazari’s poetry? What characteristics does the poetic form,
which is a New Formalist principle, have in his poetry?

Findings and Conclusion

Findings reveal that New Formalism, with its emphasis on form, structure, and
language, is well reflected in Fazel Nazari’s work. Given the school’s focus on
the internal interactions of language and poetic structure, an analysis of Nazari’s
ghazals demonstrates his skillful use of New Formalist principles. He has
effectively reimagined the classical structures of Persian poetry while preserving
its traditional integrity and conveying complex modern meanings.

Nazari’s poems embody the core components of New Formalism. Using classical
forms, emphasizing form and language, and integrating classical themes and
content, he strives for harmony between form and meaning. At the same time, he
critiques modern and postmodern poetry.

Results also indicate that Nazari’s poetry, through its New Formalist
characteristics, conveys profound and intricate meanings via poetic form and
structure. By leveraging features such as attention to form and structure, poetic
music, semantic layers, and internal contrasts, he presents Persian poetry in a
fresh and modern manner. Simultaneously, his fidelity to traditional Persian
poetic principles enables him to reconstruct these forms in ways that captivate
readers both aesthetically and intellectually. These qualities position Fazel
Nazari’s poetry as a successful example of merging tradition and modernity in
contemporary Persian poetry, aligning closely with New Formalist principles.
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