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Abstract

Context and Purpose: This study employs bibliometric and visualization
techniques to identify future research trends in tourism destination network
analysis and provide a picture of the evolution of this field.
Design/methodology/approach: This research employs a systematic literature
review approach, coupled with bibliometric tools such as Vosviewer and
Citespace, to analyze network structures and visualize bibliometric data
extracted from the Scopus database from 2007 to 2024. The study aims to identify
trends and research gaps in destination network analysis. Findings: The number
of published articles has reached its peak over the past decade, with authors such
as Shi and Bajjo receiving the highest number of citations. Additionally, concepts
such as spatial planning for tourism destinations and sustainable tourism
development have garnered increasing attention, indicating a growing trend
among researchers toward issues related to sustainable development and
effective management of tourism spaces. Conclusion: In light of this research's

findings, the need to strengthen international and interdisciplinary
collaborations is more keenly felt than ever before. It is recommended that
researchers in this field focus on topics such as studying the application of
various network analysis models and analyzing the spatial organizations of
tourism destinations to enhance the dynamism of activities in tourism
destinations. Originality /value: This research represents the inaugural endeavor
to conduct a bibliometric analysis of studies pertaining to network analysis of
tourism destinations.

*Corresponding Author: Naser Shafieisabet

Address: Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.

Email: nshsabet@yahoo.com
Tel: 09126722482

Naser Shafieisabet, Bijan Rahmani, Faranak Feyzbabaei Cheshmeh-Sefidi. Network Analysis of Tourism

Destinations: A Bibliometric Roadmap



mailto:nshsabet@yahoo.com
mailto:bijan.rahmani11@gmail.com
mailto:faranak_feyzbabaei@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.22080/JTPD.2025.28206.3950
mailto:nshsabet@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3444-6652
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-0980-7817
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-1629-4771

Volume 14. Issue 52. Spring 2025. Pages 33 to 61. Journal of Tourism Planning and Development X

&N

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A tourism spatial organization can be
conceptualized as a complex network of
tourism nodes interconnected by actions,
interactions, and bidirectional feedback.
In this network, rural and urban nodes
serve as  primary hubs, while
communication and transit routes
function as links between these hubs.
Origin regions, as generators of tourists,
and destination regions, as tourist
attractors, engage in a dynamic interplay.
Within this framework, tourist
destinations, as fundamental and dynamic
units of tourism systems, are the product
of intricate and continuous spatial-
temporal processes. To optimize the
utilization of tourism potential, effectively
manage spatial relationships between
destinations, control the negative impacts
of tourism development, and ultimately
achieve sustainable development, spatial
planning of tourist destinations becomes
crucial. Network analysis, as a powerful
tool, enables the analysis of spatial
relationships  among  the  various
components of a destination. By
representing destination components as
nodes and their connections as edges and
areas, a deeper understanding of the
destination's spatial structure can be
achieved. Given the importance of spatial
development in tourism destinations and
the application of network analysis in this
context, there is a pressing need to
provide a comprehensive overview of the
current state of tourism research and
identify new research opportunities
through bibliometric analysis. Bibliometric
studies help determine the quality of
research in a specific field, assess
concepts, and define trends.
Consequently, they assist researchers in

reviewing key studies and trend-setting
topics. This research, employing novel
bibliometric methods, aims to map the
existing knowledge base and identify
emerging trends, hot topics, and novel
research opportunities in this domain.

2. Research Methodology

This research employed a bibliometric
approach to analyze the evolution of
scientific production within the thematic
scope of destination network analysis. To
collect data, an extensive search was
conducted on the Scopus database,
spanning the years 2007 to 2024, utilizing
keywords associated with destination
network analysis. Following the exclusion
of irrelevant and non-English articles, a
corpus of 333 articles was selected for
analysis. The extracted data from these
articles were analyzed using Vosviewer
and Citespace, two of the most potent
tools for network analysis and visual
representation of bibliometric data.

3. Research Findings

The analysis of bibliographic data related
to network analysis in  tourism
destinations reveals a significant increase
in research in the domain of network
analysis of tourism destinations. The
exponential growth in the number of
publications since 2017, particularly in
2022, supports this claim. This explosive
growth has not only increased the quantity
of research but also emphasized the
breadth and diversity of the topics under
study. The interdisciplinary nature of this
research, leveraging tools and concepts
from various fields such as management,
social sciences, and geography, indicates
the complexity and multifaceted nature of
the tourism phenomenon.

The findings of this study indicate that
researchers in this field have primarily
focused on understanding the complex
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dynamics of tourism networks, modeling
tourist behavior, and designing optimal
destination management strategies. This
approach reflects researchers' efforts to
transition from traditional, descriptive
approaches to analytical and predictive
ones. Examining references and citations
reveals that certain researchers, notably
Shi (2007) and Baggio (2007), have played a
pivotal role in shaping this field. The works
of these researchers have been used as
theoretical and methodological
foundations for many subsequent studies.
A geographic analysis of publication
distribution shows that some countries,
such as Australia, China, and Spain, act as
scientific hubs in this field. By producing a
significant volume of research and
creating  international  collaboration
networks, these countries have played a
central role in advancing the frontiers of
knowledge in this area.

4. Conclusion

Recent developments in destination-
oriented tourism have witnessed the
emergence of a novel approach known as
network analysis. By focusing on modeling
and analyzing the complex relationships
among the components of tourism
destinations, this approach has opened up
new horizons for researchers. A literature
review revealed that network analysis can
be utilized not only to optimize the
planning and sustainable development of
tourism destinations but also to

strengthen collaboration among
stakeholders and identify power and
influence  structures  within  social
networks. The findings of recent studies
indicate that, at the international level,
spatial planning approaches have been
widely adopted as an effective framework
for guiding and organizing the
development of tourism destinations at
various scales and have been recognized
as a key factor in achieving tourism
development. In the future, it is expected
that by integrating interdisciplinary
approaches and employing complex
simulation models, tourism research will
move toward a detailed study of the
multifaceted dimensions of tourism
destinations, thereby providing a more
comprehensive understanding of these
dynamic systems.
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