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During the decades and as per their progress trends, cities have had many
different roles, such as industrial, economic, military, religious, and tourism
cities. Specifying each city's role and turning it into any type of tourism
destination will effectively change its progression trend. As a comprehensive
activity, Tourism can be led to make notable improvements in the destination
territory. The aim of this research is to study the role of coastal tourism in
changing the civilization and society in Bandar Anzali from the economic,
political, biological, and cultural-social aspects. The data needed for this study
was collected using library and environmental methods. The civilians of Bandar
Anzali were the statistical society for the data, and the sample volume of 383
people was calculated using the Cochran formula with a %5 tolerance. The
leading professors approve the questionnaire's validity of the related fields, and
its reliability is approved by Cronbach's alpha with 0.917 tolerance. SPSS and
Smart PLS (v.3) applications were used to analyze the data. The analytics show a
meaningful relation between the coastal tourism in Bandar Anzali and the
economic, political, and cultural-social aspects of the city, but from the biological
progression of the city, which rejects the hypothesis. Thus, it is understood that
cultural tourism leads to improvement of the economic, political, and cultural-
social aspects of the city but notable destruction of the city’s biology.
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1. Introduction

Nowadays, tourism is a great way to
explore the world, learn about different
cultures, boost economies, and enjoy
nature responsibly. Therefore, most
governments consider developing the
tourism industry as a long-term planning
goal. Recently, tourists have shown an
increased interest in the environment and
experiencing nature. Beaches are a
significant tourist attraction that draws
many visitors. Research indicates that
coastal tourism is on the rise in various
parts of the world, thanks to its substantial
impact on the national economy and the
welfare of local communities (UNEP, 2009,
p. 2). Our country boasts the beautiful
water border area of Bandar Anzali, which
holds immense potential to draw in many
tourists annually. To further delve into the
matter, this study aims to investigate the
effects of coastal tourism on the growth of
Bandar Anzali, taking into account its
economic, social, cultural, environmental,
and political implications.

2. Research Methodology

The study examines how coastal tourism
impacts Bandar Anzali's economy, society,
culture, environment, and politics. The
descriptive-analytical research method is
practical and applicable to the topic. The
statistical population for this research
comprises all the citizens of Bandar Anzali.
The sample size was determined using
Cochran's formula, which was deemed
appropriate due to the sizable statistical
population. After a thorough review and
analysis, 383 questionnaires were
meticulously examined. Data collection for
the research was conducted through a
combination of library and field methods
and a questionnaire. We determined the
validity of the questionnaire by calculating
Cronbach's alpha coefficient and obtaining

the opinions of professors for reliability.
To assess the data according to its type
and research goals, Friedman's test was
utilized to determine the state of the
research variables. Additionally, structural
equation analysis tests were conducted to
gauge the correlation between variables
and evaluate the research model. These
analyses were conducted using SPSS and
Smart PLS software.

3. Research Findings

The research findings indicate that all
discussed indicators effectively explain
the research structure. The variables with
the highest explanatory power are those
related to improving the quality of
maintenance for existing and new facilities
(0.713), providing job opportunities for
young people (0.775), promoting positive
societal values (0.713), encouraging better
environmental care among the people of
Anzali (0.733), and increasing coordination
between tourism officials and the local
community (0.757). On the other hand,
variables with the lowest explanatory
power include starting passenger ships
(0.426), increasing real estate value
(0.469), introducing tourists to Anzali
culture (music, cooking, language, along
with others) (0.401), addressing noise and
visual pollution in the city (0.446), and
involving the Anzali community more in
activities related to tourism (0.592).

4. Conclusion

The investigations conducted in this study
reveal that coastal tourism has impacted
the development of urban society in
economic, socio-cultural, environmental,
and political domains. While some effects
have been positive, others have been
negative. The findings indicate that beach
tourism has contributed to the economic
growth and prosperity of Bandar Anzali,
particularly in  creating  seasonal
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employment opportunities. Job creation is
essential to tourism development, but the
industry's seasonality needs improvement.
Research on the socio-cultural impact of
coastal tourism has found that it has
positively influenced the culture and social
conditions of the city. Beach tourism in
Bandar Anzali familiarizes tourists with the
local culture, including music, clothes, and
food. In the environmental dimension,
coastal tourism has hurt Anzali and has
worked against sustainable development.
Seawater, marshes, beaches, flora, and
fauna have been damaged by pollution.
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