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Abstract

Critical Realism fundamentally involves the creation of artistic works based on
portraying the lives of marginalized individuals within the natural course of events,
while also explaining social contradictions and conflicts. One form of critical literature
iIs political satire, which humorously describes and critiques societal challenges with the
ultimate goal of reform. In political satire, any form of violence or coercion is rejected.
Although political satire has long been present in literary works, the Constitutional Era
in Iran is known to be the most notable period for its development, significantly
influencing later periods, including the Pahlavi era and post-Islamic Revolution
literature. Among contemporary political satirists, Roya Sadr is a notable figure who
consistently employs critical literature to depict the sometime harsh realities of society.
Her works are all rich in Critical Realism with a strong emphasis on political satire.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and documentary research, this study aims to
analyze the components of Critical Realism in Roya Sadr’s political satire. Findings
reveal that Critical Realism in her works is manifested through ten key components:
ridicule and belittlement, humorous similes, depictions of ignorance and foolishness,
deconstructing symbols, exaggeration, paradox, rebuttal, debate, parody, and irony.
Keywords: Roya Sadr, Critical Realism, Political Satire, Humorous Similes
Introduction

Critical Realism is a subgenre of Realism which focuses on uncovering and analyzing
social realities while critiquing existing social issues. Satire is one of the key themes
within Critical Realism, playing a significant role in contemporary literature by offering
a nuanced perspective on societal critiques. Many writers and researchers view satire as
a powerful means to reveal subtle layers of thought, reflecting the sharp intellect and
keen observation of its creators.

Satire can be defined as follows: “It is an art form that highlights the incongruities
within social structures, which, at first glance, appear to be orderly and appropriate.
These contradictions become the source of humor. Satirical artistry lies in the creative
and aesthetic expression of these mismatched ‘harmonies’” (Javadi 2022: 4).
Fundamentally, satire differs from direct invective in that invective is often sharper,
more explicit, and directly targets individuals or groups for criticism, whereas satire
employs indirect methods. The satirist exposes flaws in a general sense, making their
subjects the object of ridicule while still provoking laughter. Unlike invective, satire
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avoids overt harshness. Furthermore, some mistakenly equate satire with comedy; while
both elicit laughter, satire is purpose-driven, carrying deeper meaning beyond mere
amusement, whereas comedy often aims for entertainment alone. Thus, satire serves as
a tool for critique rather than an end in itself.

Research Questions and Methodology

This descriptive-analytical research is conducted using a library-based approach,
analyzing newspapers, books, and credible sources while applying content analysis as
the primary method. As such, it is an attempt to answer the following questions: What
are the key components of Critical Realism in Roya Sadr’s political satire? How does
Roya Sadr’s female perspective influence her choice of elements of Critical Realism?
Findings and Conclusion

Based on an in-depth examination of Critical Realism in Roya Sadr’s political satire,
this study concludes that the evolution of Critical Realism as a deeply social and people-
centered literary movement has been shaped largely through journalistic literature. The
analysis of contemporary satire is best understood by studying its development in the
press, as political and social conditions, along with varying degrees of freedom of
expression, have influenced its form, language, and themes over time. Understanding
these transformations is valuable for contemporary generations.

Roya Sadr is an active political satirist who brings both diversity in content and form to
Persian satire. She is attuned to modern linguistic trends, capturing the conversational
style of younger generations in her prose. One of her primary stylistic tools is parody, a
technique in which she humorously mimics serious works to critique them. Through
parody, she effectively exposes the flaws in modern poetry and theoretical essays.
Unlike many female writers who primarily focus on women’s social status, Sadr’s main
concern is language and its usage. Even in stories that appear to center on women, the
underlying emphasis is on the manipulation and power of language. Her approach to
satire is unique in that she avoids slapstick humor and forced wit, instead employing an
intertextual, postmodern style, where her writing interacts with past texts. This interplay
between old and new creates her signature brand of humor, often hinging on misplaced
elements, unexpected settings, or contradictory situations.

Ultimately, this study sought to answer the question: What are the key components of
Critical Realism in Roya Sadr’s political satire? Findings highlight ten key elements:
ridicule and belittlement, humorous similes, depictions of ignorance and foolishness,
deconstructing symbols, exaggeration, paradox, rebuttal, debate, parody, and irony.
Given the significance of these elements, a frequency analysis of their occurrences is
also provided.
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