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Context and Purpose: Tourism's transformative nature affects the entire society,
and children, one of the most important stakeholders in tourism development,
are no exception. This study aims to explore the place of children in tourism
studies to clarify the structure of the knowledge domain.
Design/methodology/approach: Using the PRISMA method, 341 scientific
studies published in the Scopus, Web of Science, and Emerald databases, as well
as four Persian databases, were selected and analyzed with a qualitative approach
to conduct a systematic review in the field of children in tourism. Findings:
Attention to children in tourism research has increased significantly since 2020.
After analyzing the keywords of the selected studies, the findings were clustered
based on four areas: children and family tourism, children and sustainable
tourism development, children's perspectives in tourism, and children and sex
tourism. Conclusion: Children, as the agents of influence and change, are at the
beginning of the path in tourism research to find their place as one of the main
stakeholders of tourism, whether as hosts or guests. Studies in tourism science
lack breadth and depth, and there is a need for more extensive studies in the
fields of children's roles, children's marketing, child-friendly tourism destination
management, and other related fields. Originality /value: Due to the novelty of
children's presence in tourism studies, this research was conducted to describe
the position of children without the boundary of being guests or hosts and tried
to explain the importance of children in tourism as agents of change and
influence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since intergenerational considerations
and a precise understanding of the
position of children in the tourism
development  process have  been
neglected, there is a need for a better
understanding of children, especially the
Alpha generation (born between 2010 and
2030), their position, roles, trends and
their behaviors in the tourism industry. So,
the determination of specific approaches
to this generation and explaining the way
forward to pave the way for promoting
children's activism in tourism is an
undeniable necessity. The main goal of this
research is to determine children’s
position in the tourism literature. The
main contribution of this study is to create
a new perspective in tourism science by
concentrating on children and providing a
specific framework of approaches in
tourism studies on children, defining the
position of children, and assigning study
gaps and possible future areas in this field.
So the main research questions include
three main questions: 1- What is the trend
in tourism studies in the field of children?
2- What areas have tourism studies in the
field of children focused on in recent
years? 3- What are the study gaps in child
tourism research?

2. Research Methodology

This study was conducted based on a
systematic review of tourism scientific
studies published in Scopus, Web of
Science, Emerald, and four internal
Persian databases, including Magiran, SID,
Iran Doc, and Civilica. In order to review
and analyze the data, the PRISMA method
was followed. Selecting main keywords
including two groups of words, children
and tourism congaing host children,
tourist children, alpha generation tourism,

child tourism, children tourism, kids’
tourism, child-based tourism, child-
friendly  tourism, child  tourism
destinations, and children's travel, and
determining the search scope, related
documents were limited to Persian and
English, and the study period was
considered between 2000 and 2024.
Finally, 341 relevant studies were chosen
for qualitative analysis.

3. Research Findings

The findings indicate that until
approximately 2011, academic research
based on children and tourism has been on
the sidelines. During 2021 and 2022, there
has been a significant growth in studies of
children and tourism, with more
publications and more authors showing an
interest in this field of science. Based on
the keyword and qualitative cluster
analysis, four major clusters were
identified: 1) children and family tourism,
2) children and sustainable tourism
development, 3) children's perspectives in
tourism, and 4) children and sex tourism.

4. Conclusion

In a precise manner, since 2020, there has
been a significant move in the presence of
children in tourism studies, and it seems
that researchers have welcomed the
interest in examining children in tourism
research from various perspectives in
recent years. It is certain that this field of
tourism science, which is relatively novel,
is at the beginning of a path and will likely
be of interest to wider groups of
researchers in the coming years. The
findings also indicate that children in
tourism research are at the beginning of a
path where they can find their place as one
of the main tourism stakeholders, whether
as hosts or guests. Therefore, it must be
acknowledged that studies in this area of
tourism science lack breadth and depth.
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The need for more extensive studies on
the scope of children's roles in the family
and society, travel and tourism behaviors,
legal and regulatory issues, detailed
analysis of travel experiences, children's
perceptions and attitudes toward tourism,
the governance structure of child-friendly
tourism, and determining the role of
society and industry trustees in explaining
and providing what is in accordance with
the mental, psychological, and physical
needs of children is clearly visible.
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