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April 7,2025 : Educational inequality is one of the fundamental challenges of modern

. societies, significantly impacting learning opportunities and social development.
This study employs a bibliometric approach to examine the trends in scientific
production, leading journals, prolific researchers, international collaborations, and
thematic developments in educational inequality research.

: This study utilizes bibliometric analysis and network analysis
methods. Data related to scientific articles on educational inequality were extracted
from reputable databases, and co-word analysis and scientific collaboration tools
were employed to analyze the research structure in this field.

: The results indicate a continuous increase in the number of published
articles on educational inequality. Leading journals such as British Journal of
Sociology of Education and PLOS ONE have had the greatest impact in this field.
Researchers from European and North American countries have the highest levels of
scientific production and collaboration. Thematic analysis revealed that economic

: inequality, digital divide, and social justice are dominant topics in this domain.
Educational : The findings suggest that focusing on equitable
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inequali educational policies and advancing educational technologies to reduce the digital
quality, I e . .

gy . divide is of critical importance. Future studies are recommended to examine the
bibliometrics, ) ¢ ducational bolici ducing i I

scientific impact of macro-educational policies on reducing inequality.

: By utilizing bibliometric and network analysis
e methods, this study provides a comprehensive overview of the research trends in
Justice educational inequality, aiding policymakers and researchers in developing effective
strategies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Educational inequality is a pressing issue in modern societies, significantly influencing learning
opportunities, social mobility, and overall human development. It manifests in various forms, such as
disparities in access to quality education, technological resources, and financial support. Addressing
educational inequality is critical for achieving social justice and sustainable development goals. This
study aims to provide a bibliometric analysis of scientific publications on educational inequality,
identifying research trends, leading journals, prolific authors, and international collaborations in this
domain. The research further explores key themes and keyword trends in educational inequality
studies over a defined period.

Methodology

The study employs a bibliometric approach, utilizing data extracted from reputable academic
databases. The dataset includes peer-reviewed journal articles, conference papers, and reviews
relevant to educational inequality. The bibliometric analysis incorporates co-word analysis, citation
network mapping, and scientific collaboration analysis to determine the structure and evolution of
research in this field. Tools such as VOSviewer and CiteSpace were used to visualize the relationships
between key authors, institutions, and research themes. The methodological framework also involves
trend analysis to assess the growth of literature over time and its impact on educational policy and
practice.

Findings

The findings indicate a steady increase in the number of published studies on educational inequality,
reflecting the growing academic interest in this issue. Leading journals, including the British Journal
of Sociology of Education and PLOS ONE, have made substantial contributions to the field. The
analysis reveals that researchers from North America and Europe have played a dominant role in
scientific production and international collaborations. Several universities and research institutions,
particularly those in the United States, the United Kingdom, and Canada, have emerged as key
contributors.

The thematic analysis identifies prominent research areas such as economic disparities in education,
digital divide, access to higher education, and the role of educational policies in mitigating
inequalities. Over time, the focus of research has shifted from basic socioeconomic disparities to the
intersection of technology and education, particularly in the context of remote learning and digital
access. Furthermore, network analysis of keyword co-occurrences highlights major trends in

educational inequality research, with concepts like “equity in education,” “inclusive education,” and
“social justice” becoming increasingly prevalent.

Conclusion

This study provides a comprehensive overview of the scientific landscape surrounding educational
inequality. The results emphasize the necessity for policies aimed at reducing disparities in
educational opportunities and access to digital resources. The study also underscores the importance
of fostering international collaborations to address educational inequalities on a global scale. Future
research should focus on assessing the effectiveness of policy interventions in reducing educational
disparities and exploring innovative solutions such as digital education platforms and artificial
intelligence-driven learning models. By leveraging bibliometric methods, this study contributes
valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and researchers striving to create a more equitable
educational system.
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