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meeting housing needs and improving its quantity than to qualitative and
desirable housing issues. This issue is more evident in suburban housing, which
is facing the problem of housing shortage. Therefore, the need to pay attention
to qualitative components affecting the desirability of housing on the outskirts of
cities is more important than ever. Since physical dimensions are the most
objective issue in housing evaluation and planning, this research aims to explain
and analyze the components of desirable physical quality of housing in the urban
periphery. The method of data collection and component extraction was library-
documentary, and qualitative text content analysis and analysis by MAXQDA
software were used to conceptually categorize the components and identify
research criteria and relationships between them. Based on the research results,
the components are divided into eight criteria: durability, strength, and
resistance of housing; proportions, dimensions, and size; shape, form, and
pattern; welfare facilities; safety and security; health facilities; facilities and
services; and appearance and visual appearance. The relationships between the
components also indicate that the components of material type, condition of
materials, structure and skeleton, construction laws and regulations, property
security, appropriate location, safety against natural hazards, dimensions and
size of spaces, number of rooms, light and illumination, and appropriate
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1. Introduction

Today, the rapid growth of cities and their
physical development have led to various
crises and a decline in the quality of the
urban environment (Zanganeh et al.,
2019:144), including marginalization and
informal settlements, which have a special
place and importance as a comprehensive
mirror of urban issues (Rostamzadeh,
2012:322). Due to the rapid emergence and
lack of supervision by executive bodies,
marginalized areas do not benefit from
acceptable living standards and mainly
lack a well-formed and desirable housing
system (Qasemi and Qaraei, 2012:39). This
issue has occurred while providing quality
housing is one of the important issues and
a significant and important necessity in
society (Coolen & Jansen, 2012:606).
However, today, the growing trend of
housing demand and the development of a
one-dimensional and quantitative
approach to residential environments
have caused the necessary attention to be
paid to the fundamental issue of the
quality of residential environments in its
true sense. In this regard, the main goal of
this research is to explain and analyze the
components of desirable physical quality
of housing in the urban periphery. To
achieve this goal, the research answers
two general questions: What are the
criteria and components of desirable
physical quality of housing in the urban
periphery? Which components are most
closely related to each other?

2. Research Methodology

The present study is a descriptive study in
terms of nature and method; it is applied
in terms of purpose and is classified as
qualitative research in terms of
methodology. Documentary and library
methods are the basis of data collection.
Library studies led to the identification of
the resources required for the research

and the extraction of components. First,
the resources were selected based on the
keywords related to the research topic.
Then, by studying the resources, the
physical components of desirable housing
in the urban periphery were identified.
The identified components were analyzed
by MAXQDA software, and based on the
frequency of data, the infrequent
components were eliminated, and the
frequent components were selected as the
final components. In the next step, using
the qualitative content analysis method of
the text and the conceptual classification
of the components, the research criteria
were identified, and each component was
categorized into its own criterion. In the
last step of the research, the relationships
between the components were analyzed
and identified.

3. Research Findings

Based on the frequency of components
extracted from the views of experts and
previous research, 33 components were
selected as the final components of the
research. In the next step, the components
were classified into eight criteria based on
common conceptual identifiers: durability,
strength, and resistance; proportions,
dimensions, and size; shape, form, and
pattern; safety and security; welfare
facilities; health facilities, services, and
amenities; and visual appearance. Another
goal pursued in this research was to
determine the relationships between the
components. Reflection on the proposed
components made it clear that some of
them are not independent and affect each
other. The results of the analysis of the
components indicate that the components
of property security and type of materials,
condition of materials, skeleton and
structure, dimensions and size of spaces,
number of rooms, construction laws and
regulations, appropriate location, safety
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against  natural  hazards, lighting
conditions, ventilation conditions, and
orientation of the building are most closely
related to each other.

4. Conclusion

After the housing problems on the
outskirts of cities were raised, some
studies have been written on this topic,
some of which are in line with the results
of the present study. Among them, it can
be pointed out that the results of the
present study are in line with the results of
the research of Nariman Pourmalaki
(2024), Rafti Sokhangou et al. (2022),
Golpayegani et al. (2021), Reyes et al.
(2024), and Brkanic (2017) in terms of the
introduced components. This study also
paid attention to some intervening
components, such as property security,
which have been emphasized in the
research of other researchers, including
Rahimi and Azizi (2018), Habibi et al. (2013),
Payne (2004), Jones (2022), and Ahmad et
al. (2025) as a factor affecting the physical

quality of housing on the outskirts of
cities. Comparison between the results
shows that other studies have not
addressed the conceptual classification of
components and explanation of criteria,
and the relationships between
components have not been considered,
which can be considered as innovative
aspects of the research.
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