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Abstract

It is theorized that Romanticism first emerged in late eighteenth-century England. Among
the most prominent principles of Romanticism are individuality, emotion and feelings,
discovery and intuition, freedom, attention to human nature, melancholy and
contemplation. The descriptions of the traces of the beloved’s dwelling and weeping over
them, recounting the poet’s romantic adventures on the day of “Darat Juljul,” depictions
of nature, and similar themes are reflections of principles of Romanticism in the
Mu'allagah of Imru al-Qays. He is a poet who has vividly portrayed the deepest romantic
concepts in his Mu'allagah and, at times, even surpasses the leading poets of Romanticism
in certain subtle poetic images. The aim of this research is to compare the principles of
Romanticism in his Mu’allagah. Findings indicate that although Imru al-Qays belongs to
the classical poets of the Arab Jahili period, traces of Romanticism and its core
principles—such as the themes of escape and wandering, confessional enjoyment, love,
rejection of reason and conventional rules, naturalism, imagination, and individualism—
are evident in his Mu’allagah. Furthermore, among the two branches of Romanticism,
individual and social, only individual Romanticism and its principles are manifest in his
Mu’allagah, with social Romanticism having no place.
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Introduction

One of the applicable concepts to the poetry of Imru al-Qays is that of Romanticism.
Subtleties and fine details exist in his poetry that have subjected his works to various
critical evaluations. His poetry represents the classical Arabic literary tradition in all its
manifestations. Yet on the other hand, the deepest romantic concepts are depicted with
the utmost precision in his works. For example, the heights of wonder, boldness,
emotional intensity and depth, resonance and colorful imagery, charm, and self-sacrifice
are all evident in many of his verses. The subject under discussion in this article is the
analysis of the dimensions that elevate Imru al-Qays’ poetry to the level of a romantic
and even fantastical work.

Research Questions and Methodology

This article is based on a descriptive-analytical method with a library research approach,
aiming to highlight the principles of Romanticism in Mu'allagah of Imru al-Qays, the
Jahili poet. To this purpose, researchers attempt to answer the following questions:

1. Which elements of the literary school of Romanticism make it possible to connect it

with classical Arabic literature?
2. What conceptual and stylistic features in the Mu'allagah of Imru al-Qays give it the
potential to be analyzed from the perspective of the literary school of Romanticism?
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3. What are the most prominent principles of Romanticism that can be analyzed and
demonstrated in Mu'allagah of Imru al-Qays?
4. What type of Romanticism does the analysis of the verses in Imru al-Qays’ poetry
confirm?
Findings and Conclusion
By analyzing Imru al-Qays’ poetry with the principles of Romanticism, the following
results were obtained:
Imru al-Qays was a pioneer and innovator in an approach that dominated Arabic literature
for over two centuries. This style even later influenced the literature of neighboring
nations speaking languages other than Arabic, such as Persian literature. Despite
belonging to the classical poets of the Arab Jahili period, Imru al-Qays’ poetry carries a
romantic spirit. Romantic manifestations in themes such as the description of the
remnants of the beloved’s dwelling, recollections of times of union and weeping, the
daring narration of love affairs on the day of “Darat Juljul,” and imaginative depictions
of nature are prominent in his Mu’allagah, all of which exhibit a strong thematic kinship
with the principles of Romanticism.
In Imru al-Qays’ poetry, the element of emotion and love prevails over reason. His intense
emotions at the beginning of the Mu’allagah take on a hue of sorrow, though it is not a
sorrow born of despair. The principle of romantic love is so central in his Mu’allagah that
he even defines the purpose of composing it as Darat Juljul. Separation from the beloved
causes him to merge with the nature of his surroundings, using it to express his inner grief
and melancholy. All of this is realized through the poet’s power of imagination.
The depiction of nature in Mu'allagah of Imru al-Qays is romantic rather than a mere
portrayal of living nature. The dominant principles in his expression are clarity,
transparency, and vivid imagery, so much so that his images can easily be rendered as
illustrations. His imagery, achieved through attention to detail, is often surprising. Imru
al-Qays speaks boldly and romantically in his confessions of seeking pleasure and
intimacy with his beloved. He gives particular attention to the physical and bodily
attributes of his beloved, such as her face, waist, hair, fingers, legs, clothing, and so forth.
Imru al-Qays is an emotional poet who shuns reason; when the counsel of friends does
not align with his thinking, he rejects their pleas to abandon love. In his Mu’allagah,
innovation is deeply tied to precise descriptions of details. He speaks unabashedly about
explicit and unveiled romantic matters, in a boldness akin to the confessions of great
writers. In the heated realm of love, reason becomes obedient to him, so long as it satisfies
his heart’s desires.
His Mu'allagah begins with lyrical expression and continues with various descriptions of
nature. In the verses dominated by the lyrical atmosphere, only two pronouns exist: the
first-person singular pronoun representing the poet, and the feminine third-person absent
pronoun representing his beloved. His romantic boldness and candid exchange of
emotions infuse the lyrical atmosphere with fervor. As Zawzani, the commentator of the
Mu'allagah, states, his poetry intoxicates you without ever offering you wine to drink.
The creation of intense situations and individualistic romantic decisions turns Imru al-
Qays’ poetry into a vivid canvas where artistic imagery is vibrant, dynamic, and capable
of rivaling the works of the greatest poets of individualistic Romanticism.
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