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Abstract

Narratology is an approach that, by examining the form of literary works and the
structure of narrative, reaches a semantic system beyond the text and helps to better
understand a narrative work. One of the main components in the narratology of a work
that is considered an effective element in the structure of the narrative is the element of
time. Gérard Genettehas an extensive discussion about time in narrative in his
narratological theory. This descriptive-analytical study benefits from that theory to
examine a tale from Bustan by Saadi titled The King of Yemen Testing Hatem's
Nobility. The goal of this research is to investigate the possibility of aligning a narrative
tale from classical Persian literature with a modern literary theory, in order to examine
whether classical works can be analyzed and interpreted through such frameworks. Also
discussed is how the selected tale fits within Genette’s theory of time in narrative.
Findings show that such an alignment is indeed possible, and that Saadi, in this tale, has
utilized the features and details of time as discussed in Genette’s theory to construct the
story’s plot. The three key elements of duration, order, and frequency, which are
essential in Genette’s theory, are each reflected in the examined tale and contribute to
its narrative structure. The most prominent temporal feature in the tale is temporal
compression in the discussion of duration, which leads to increased speed and
condensation of the narrative. Also, analepsis in the discussion of order is repeated
several times in this tale. Saadi also uses frequency, or repetition of events, in some
cases to emphasize or recall an event.
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Introduction

In the field of narratology, various theories about time in the narrative have been
proposed. The common point of all of them is the principle that two types of time exist
within a text: calendar time and narrative time. Narrative time is the concept that is
addressed in narratological theories and is associated with various features. One of these
theories is Gérard Genette’s theory of narrative time which, in addition to examining the
different types of time in narrative, also addresses the features of time and thoroughly
analyzes the temporal relationships within a narrative text.

The importance of the current study lies in its demonstration that Persian classical texts
can also be studied and examined through the lens of various modern theories and be
aligned with them. Moreover, such analysis reveals new insights and details from
Persian classical texts, enhancing readers' and literary scholars’ understanding of these
works.
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Research Questions and Methodology

The present study, aiming to connect Genette’s theory of time in narrative with one of

the classical Persian narrative texts, seeks to answer the following questions:

1. Can classical texts, whose narrative methods are significantly different from modern
narrative techniques, be examined based on modern literary theories?

2. What would such an examination look like?

To this purpose, a tale from Bustan by Saadi, titled The King of Yemen Testing Hatem'’s

Nobility (based on Gholamhossein Yousefi’s edition), was selected and analyzed

through a descriptive-analytical method based on Genette’s theory of time, which is one

of the most comprehensive theories in this field.

This is a qualitative study which uses a descriptive-analytical method. Data collection

was conducted through library research, and various sources were used to explore and

understand the concept of time in Genette’s theory.

Findings and Conclusion

The concept of time, which is a crucial part of Gérard Genette’s theory of narratology,

has been examined in various forms in the selected tale from Saadi’s Bustan, titled The

King of Yemen Testing Hatem’s Nobility. Findings show that the features Genette

attributes to narrative time are present in this tale, and that this modern theory can

indeed be applied to a classical tale that might initially appear incompatible due to its

stylistic differences from modern narratives. This tale from Bustan by Saadi, as a

representative of Persian classical tales, proves this possibility and allows us to discover

and analyze the rich narrative values and capacities of classical Persian tales, especially
those of Bustan. A general conclusion can thus be drawn: this tale aligns with Genette’s
theory of time in the following ways:

- The first feature, which is duration, and deals with the length of narrative time,
appears in two forms in this tale: temporal equivalence and temporal compression.
Equivalence occurs in two major dialogues and one scene description. Compression,
however, is seen throughout the tale, leading to an increased narrative pace, positive
tempo, and condensation, shaping a positive narrative flow. Generally, temporal
compression and conciseness are among the main characteristics of classical tales,
especially when the tale’s purpose is educational. In this instructive tale from
Bustan, Saadi presents his main idea and moral lesson in the most condensed and
accelerated narrative form.

- The second feature of time in Genette’s theory is order, or the sequencing of events
in the narrative. This is seen in both forms of analepsis (flashback) and prolepsis
(anticipation). Saadi, in this short tale, bridges back to the past twice, and both
analepses are internal, referring to events already narrated in the story. There are
also two instances of prolepsis, where characters make predictions about a yet-to-
come future and speculate on its possibilities. Overall, the tale proceeds in
chronological order, and the analepses and prolepses do not disrupt the temporal
sequence. They are simply used to recall the past and predict the future.

- The third feature, which deals with frequency — the number of times events are
narrated — is seen in two forms in the tale:

e One is the narration of a repeated event that occurs multiple times, such as Hatem’s
generosity, the king’s benevolence, and the king’s envy toward Hatem, all of which
happen repeatedly and form the core of the story.
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e The second is the repetition of a single event, namely the king’s command to kill
Hatem, which is mentioned multiple times. Saadi uses such repetition to emphasize
the tale’s main theme and ensure it resonates with the audience.

Saadi constructs the tale’s plot and its various narrative rises and falls using the concept
of time and its various features. Discovering these details and analyzing this tale
through Genette’s theory of time in the narrative shows that the selected tale easily fits
within this theoretical framework and can be analyzed through it. This is significant
given that this tale, and other similar tales in Persian classical literature, differ
stylistically and structurally from modern narrative works. This study can be extended
to other classical narrative works, suggesting that, like modern texts, they can be aligned
with modern literary theories. In fact, such comparisons help illuminate the differences
between classical and modern narratives and reveal their distinctive strengths and
features.
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— Allan Powell, Mark. (1990). What is Narrative criticism? Minneapolis: Fortress
Press.

— Genette, Gerard. (1980). Narrative Discourse. Trans: Jane E. Lewin. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press.

— Toolan, Michael. J. (2001). Narrative a critical linguistic introduction. London:
Routledg.
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