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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In philosophical texts, Hermes is
introduced as a philosopher king and a
wise prophet. Among ancient
philosophers, he paid special attention to
cosmological issues and proposed various
ideas about God, the world, and strange
sciences. On the other hand, Khagani is a
great poet; one of his most prominent
features is his extensive knowledge and
awareness in various fields of belief,
philosophy, religion, and their application
in his poems, particularly in the
jurisprudential and philosophical aspects
of his work. For this purpose, in this study,
first a summary of Hermes' thoughts is
explained, and then the manifestation of
these teachings in Khagani's thought and
poetry is followed. The result shows that
manifestations of Hermes' teachings, such
as the perfect essence, the logic of the sky,
astronomy, contemplation of the essence
of God, and the superiority of the soul over
the body, are reflected in Khagani's poems.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method
The purpose of this study is to investigate
and analyze Hermetic ideas and their
various manifestations in the odes of
Khaghani Shervani.

According to the studies conducted, no
work has been compiled on the reading of
Khaqani Shervani's works with a Hermetic
approach; however, other research with
such an approach has been conducted on
the poems of other Persian poets,
including the treatises and theses:
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“ Reflection of Hermetic Theologies in

Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Nizami's
Poems. Doctoral Thesis”, by Tayyibi (2021);
“Reflection of Themes from the Hermetic
School in the Poems of Attar, Rumi and
Hafez”, by Taghipour Badr, Ghasemi, and
Sorkh (2024); and “A Study of Hermetic
Themes in the Three Mystical Peaks of
Hadigqa al-Haqiga, Mantiq al-Tayr and
Masnavi”, by Ibid (2021).

The present research was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method and
using library and document studies.

3. Discussion

Tabaa-e-Tam has been interpreted as an
old man or a belief in having a special
guide, often associated with
characteristics such as old age and
experience. The frequency of such a
person in Khaqani’s odes is notable. In
Khagani’s odes, Khizr is a character often
referred to, and Khagani states that he has
met him several times. Khizr is always
mentioned in Khaqgani’'s poems with the
attributes of wisdom and knowledge, and
is endowed with good morals. He is a wise
sage, and his relationship with Khagani is
instructive and jurisprudential.

Mantiqg-ut-Taytirha is the story of the
cryptic conversations of a group of birds,
often led by Hudhud, to reach the
threshold of the Simorgh. In Mantiq-ut-
Taytirha, each of the birds represents a
group of humans in search of the truth,
and the poet expresses the achievement of
this truth in an allegorical way through the
language of these birds. Like many other
poets in this field, Khaqgani also
experimented and composed an ode in
this form and content, in which a

Shirzad Tayefi, Haniyeh Hajitabar. An Introduction to the Hermetic Study of Khaghani's Odes



Literary-philosophical researches

conversation between birds is displayed,
who are delighted by seeing the beauties
of nature and are discussing and arguing
with each other in search of the most
beautiful element in nature.

Various astronomical terms are
reflected in Khagani's odes from a
scientific perspective, religious beliefs,
folk beliefs (talismans and horoscopes),
and myth with remarkable frequency. For
example, he always attributes a large part
of his failures to the sky and believes that
he has endured disgrace and difficulties in
his personal life, many of which were
caused by the sky.

Hermetic school is that God the
Almighty is unknowable and that His
sacred essence does not fit into human
illusions. In fact, humans can think about
anything to the point of perfection, but it
cannot be in the essence of God. Khagani
has also repeatedly mentioned this
important principle that the limit of God's
step does not fit into human thought and
human reason is like a limp that will not
lead anywhere in front of the greatness of
God's essence; because Khagani believes
that the divine holy essence is pure
perfection and man will have no other
benefit in knowing Him except
astonishment and wandering. In the
Hermetic tradition, man is not limited to
the body; rather, he has a heavenly
essence called the soul that descends in
man and is placed in front of the body,
which is then considered the inanimate
nature of man. Now, if the soul can
dominate this body, then it can achieve
peace and ascend to the heavens. In
Khagani's poems, the soul, which he also
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metaphorically  mentions by  the
expression heart and soul, is the position
of immediate proximity, and the poet
constantly criticizes the preoccupation
with the body and neglect of the soul.

4. Conclusion

Based on the studies conducted, it can be
said that the ideas arising from the
theories of Hermes in Khaqani's odes have
aspects worthy of reflection and attention.
For example, in the school of Hermes, the
Holy Essence of God is infinite and
unknowable. In Khagani's odes, we also
encounter the idea that contemplating the
Holy Essence of God is not possible to fully
recognize the Divine Essence. Another
theory of Hermesian cosmology is the
issues regarding the human soul and the
formation = of human  existential
dimensions from two physical and
spiritual dimensions, which is repeatedly
seen in Khaqani's odes. He constantly
reminds us in his non-praise poems of this
important principle that focusing only on
human physical dimensions prevents us
from paying attention to and developing
our spiritual dimension. Belief in a
heavenly guide is another common
example of Hermesian beliefs, as seen in
Khagani's odes, which are manifested
under the name of Khidr. Other
manifestations of this philosophical school
in Khaghani's poems include the logic of
birds, which is the expression of specific
themes in the language of birds and
symbols, and the extensive reflection of
astronomical issues and the influence of
the heavens on human life, as well as their
literary and rhetorical applications.
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