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Abstract

The conflict and opposition between the self and the other dates back to the earliest
forms of human social life. Primitive humans always sought to conceptualize and
explain the surrounding world through the duality of good and evil. Throughout human
history, with changes in outlook and lifestyle, this issue has generated different
reactions toward the opposite party, whether in the form of the stranger, the social mass,
the tribe, or more generally, the other. Authors of this study aim to analyze Bahar’s
poetry in light of the concept of encountering the other to see what stance he adopts
toward it. The research, conducted using library-based methods, concludes that Malek-
0-Sho’ara Bahar, the intellectual poet of the Constitutional Era and afterwards,
demonstrates a clear and dual approach in his encounter with others within the social
structure of modern Iran. He bases existence on differences and deals with the variety of
positive and negative behaviors across social classes and strata. He declares separation
from those whose perspectives diverge from his. In his general judgments of others, he
sometimes satirizes his opponents. Influenced by the rationalist tendencies of traditional
society, he sometimes considers his own views absolute and denies others the right to
criticize him. This denial of critique leads him to verbally exclude and reject all those he
considers the enemies of the nation and the Constitutional Revolution.

Keywords: Malek-0-Sho’ara Bahar, Identity, Encountering the Other, Constitutional
Literature

Introduction

The importance and value of the issue of the other lies not only in its major role in the
discovery and recognition of the self, but also in the exploration and revelation of
individual and social identity. This issue has gained increasing attention in
contemporary times within the fields of culture, literature, sociology, and inter-
civilizational dialogue.

The other refers to an individual, group, race, religion, sect, or territory identified by
another person or group. In other words, any stranger may be considered the other. A
group perceives itself as the norm and judges those who differ from or resist this norm
as others. From this perspective, the other is often presented as inferior or lesser, and
judged accordingly. The other in society may have very limited or even no legal rights
and may be considered corrupt, immoral, or deviant. The other manifests in many
forms: a different race (white versus black), a different nationality (Roman versus
Italian), a different religion (Protestant versus Catholic, Christian versus Jew), a
different social class (master versus peasant), a different political ideology (capitalism
versus communism), a different sexual orientation (heterosexual versus homosexual),
the duality of good and evil, and so on.
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During the Constitutional Revolution, a new discourse emerged, known as the discourse
of constitutionalism. This discourse, founded on freedom and law, confronted the
authoritarian discourse aligned with the apex of political power. From this perspective,
constitutionalists, revolutionary poets, and supporters of this discourse attempted,
through revolutionary and tradition-defying poetry and by voicing the problems of
Iranian society, to move away from cultural and social despotism and to establish and
consolidate a new discourse. Mohammad-Taqi Bahar, known as Malek-0-Sho’ara Bahar
(d. 1951), was a constitutionalist poet and writer during the Constitutional Revolution,
the reign of Reza Shah, and the early Pahlavi period.
In his poetry, Malek-0-Sho’ara Bahar demonstrates a clear and dual approach in his
encounter with others within the social structure of modern Iran. He bases existence on
differences and deals with the variety of positive and negative behaviors across social
classes and strata. He declares separation from those whose perspectives diverge from
his. In his general judgments of others, he sometimes satirizes his opponents. Influenced
by the rationalist tendencies of traditional society, he sometimes considers his own
views absolute and denies others the right to criticize him. This denial of critique leads
him to verbally exclude and reject all those he considers the enemies of the nation and
the Constitutional Revolution.
Research Questions and Methodology
Researchers employ a library-based method, analyzing Bahar’s poetry with a focus on
the theme of encountering the other, in order to determine to what extent this concept is
present in his work and what techniques and elements he uses, in light of environmental
and social factors, to express it. This article seeks to answer the following questions:
e What is Bahar’s attitude toward the other?
e Has the perception of the other in Bahar’s poetry been influenced by internal and
external social transformations and dominant discourses?
Findings and Conclusion
Malek-0-Sho‘ara Bahar displayed a clear and dual approach toward the others within
the social structure of modern Iran. This behavior is rooted both in traditional
civilizational structures and in modern thought. At first, he adopted a reformist stance of
acceptance and tolerance toward the other, which encompassed everyone from kings
and ministers to the general populace. However, the rapidly transforming Iranian
society did not allow him to maintain this stance until the end of his life. Thus, in
encountering others—those who could not tolerate his views or who opposed the ideals
of the Constitutional Revolution—he took a different path. As a revolutionary and
social poet, he based existence on differences and addressed the variety of positive and
negative behaviors across social classes and groups. In this process, he declared
separation from those at odds with him. With his poetic insight, or perhaps his poetic
temperament, he spoke in general terms about others in his verses, enumerating their
faults while also declaring his own position. In these general judgments, he sometimes
satirized his opponents. Influenced by the rationalist tendencies of traditional society, he
sometimes considered his own views absolute and denied others the right to critique
him. Denying this right led him to employ verbal exclusion and rejection. Most of those
rejected and excluded by the poet were the enemies of the nation and the Constitutional
Revolution. In these acts of exclusion, the poet at times resorted to verbal violence,
though this verbal violence sometimes appeared in humorous or satirical forms in his
poetry.
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