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Abstract
In 1927, Ahmad Ali Khodadadeh published his socialist novel The Dark Day of the
Worker, based on Soviet socialist principles. Shortly thereafter, socialist fiction formally
took shape in Iran, and other writers produced similar works. Considering the structure
and content of these works—which were undoubtedly imitations of Soviet and French
socialist-realist literature as well as the communist and Marxist manifestos of that era—
one can identify a relatively clear and coherent manifesto for these novels. First, the plot
serves the aims of socialist realism; the conflict between landlord and peasant and the
migration in search of work form the backbone of the narrative. Second, the socialist
content: poverty and injustice, the conflict between knowledge and ignorance and
superstition, and the emphasis on workers’ rights are among the most important socialist
themes in this work. Third, the use of typecasting in characterization: the protagonist is
a representative of a larger social group whose suffering is the common suffering.
Finally, the realistic time and place of the novel correspond to the specific political,
economic, and social history of the author’s era deliberately depicted to criticize the
harsh realities of class life and to reinforce the spirit of struggle. Fidings suggest that
Khodadadeh pursued two aims: targeting the ruling and capitalist class for the
oppression inflicted upon workers and peasants; and second, criticizing the working
class itself, which, due to ignorance, superstition, and lack of awareness, takes no steps
toward improving its life and justifies its submissiveness with false and irrational
beliefs.
Keywords: The Dark Day of the Worker, Ahmad Ali Khodadadeh, Persian novel,
socialist realism, fiction.
Introduction
Workers’ literature can be considered the foundation and basis of socialist realism in
Iran, for it highlights class conflict and the exploitation of the majority by a minority,
providing a fertile ground for the manifestation of socialism in literature. The Dark Day
of the Worker is distinguished in two respects: first, in what it depicts and the
consciously new content it offers—not by chance but deliberately—it stands as a
pioneer. However immature and unrefined this new content may be, it became a beacon
for future writers in creating and developing socialist realism in Iran. Second, it
possesses a proper understanding of the surrounding world, which is why this book, due
to its alignment with the dominant themes of that period’s Russian literature—namely,
socialist realism—was translated and published in that country and received a positive
reception from readers.

The present research describes the emergence and expansion of socialist thought
in Iran and its entry into literary works to explain the factors and reasons by which The
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Dark Day of the Worker can be regarded as the starting point of socialist realism in

Iranian fiction.

Research Questions and Methodology

This research has been conducted systematically, based on library sources, and using a

descriptive-analytical method. It is an attempt to respond to the following questions:

e As the inaugural example of the socialist realist school, which of the features of this
school does The Dark Day of the Worker emphasize most?

e To what extent is the author’s understanding of socialist concepts accurate and
consistent with the actual principles of this school?

¢ In which thematic areas of the novel The Dark Day of the Worker should one search
for the hallmarks of the socialist realist school?

e Were the social and political conditions of Iran at the time of the novel’s creation
conducive to the emergence of socialist works in Persian literature?

Findings and Conclusion

Following the rise of communist thought in Iran—which initially attracted the attention

of intellectuals and writers—a form of revolutionary realism emerged based on class

consciousness, seeking to restore the lost rights of the working and toiling classes of

society. Socialist realism became a literary method in the service of ideology, turning

into a tool for party writing and the expression of revolutionary ideas. Its more

organized and coherent form took shape after the creation of the Tudeh Party in Iran,

serving the party’s ideals. However, the foundations for its creation can be seen in the

years preceding the party’s formation.

The first fictional work in Iran that addressed the problems and issues of the working

class, peasants, and rural laborers was likely The Dark Day of the Worker by Ahmad Ali

Khodadadeh Dinavari. While this work is simple and rudimentary in narrative

techniques and storytelling methods, it is pioneering in the themes it presents. The novel

addresses oppression of the lower classes and peasants, the tyranny of landlords,

injustices arising from weak law enforcement, class conflict, illiteracy and ignorance

among the masses, the deprivation of the working class.

Compared to later, more mature works written in subsequent years, The Dark Day of the

Worker ranks lower in terms of narrative principles and analytical depth concerning

social issues; however, in its leftist and socialist perspective on society and government,

and in its critical stance toward social relations and injustices, it holds significant

importance as a forerunner of the socialist realist school in Iranian literature. Its

influence can be traced in the works of later authors such as Bozorg Alavi, Ali Ashraf

Darvishian, Mansour Yaghoubi, Ahmad Mahmoud, Ali Mohammad Afghani, and

Mahmoud Dowlatabadi.

On the other hand, Khodadadeh’s critique of ignorance and superstition, traditional and

folk beliefs, and cultural weakness reflects the need, from his perspective, for the reform

and reconsideration of both the individual and society. Thus, The Dark Day of the

Worker serves as a mirror held up both to the rulers and to the workers themselves, with

the intended outcome of awakening and struggle to achieve an egalitarian society.
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