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Abstract

Magical realism, as a modern style in contemporary literature, has successfully merged
the boundaries between reality and imagination in an engaging and astonishing way.
This approach creates a sense of wonder and amazement in the readers, drawing them
into a world filled with contradictions and dualities without disrupting the natural flow
of the narrative. In Siria, Siria by Moniro Ravanipour, the cultural and social conflicts
among the characters are vividly portrayed, and their inner psychological tensions are
deeply explored. Likewise, Houshang Golshiri, in works such as Prince Ehtejab,
employs elements of magical realism to examine and challenge human realities through
his profound reflections on life and death. Majid Gheisari, in his novel The Stone of
Fortune, addresses issues of identity and the cultural inefficiencies that exist between
generations, offering a critical perspective on contemporary social and cultural tensions.
Through their use of duality and contrasting elements, these works represent the
complexity of narrative structure and human relationships. This study adopts an
analytical-descriptive approach to examine the manifestations of duality in Siria, Siria,
Prince Ehtejab, and The Stone of Fortune. The findings indicate that these novels
challenge the tensions between tradition and modernity, life and death, and the values of
different generations. Such dualities enable readers to reflect upon the intricate realities
of human identity and social challenges. Ultimately, while Ravanipour and Golshiri
primarily focus on character-based dualities, Gheisari’s novel explores cultural and
social dichotomies. Examined together, these texts illustrate how magical realism is
vividly reflected in contemporary Persian literature.
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Introduction

Magical realism is a literary style that blends everyday realities with magical elements.
This mode of writing is characterized by a narrative duality that enables a harmonious
yet paradoxical representation of both the real and the imaginary worlds. Contrasts such
as village and city, or indigenous and Western culture, are artistically interwoven within
the stories, enriching the texture of the narrative. This approach adds depth to the
characters and their situations, drawing readers into the fictional world while offering
multiple interpretations of reality and imagination.

Stories written in the mode of magical realism explore the interplay between reality and
fantasy, and between everyday life and the magical elements that infiltrate it. As Seyed
Hosseini notes, “History and literature, truth and falsehood, reality and legend are so
intertwined in these texts that it is often impossible to distinguish them from one
another” (2008, 360).
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Through its fusion of the real and the fantastic, magical realism—as a modern literary
form—has influenced traditional narrative structures. According to Razaghzadeh
Shabestari, “The characters in this style of storytelling live simultaneously in both real
and unreal worlds, yet the reader does not experience astonishment or confusion at their
transition from one world to another” (2023, 6).
In this style, emotional and human experiences are revived through depictions of a
complex world where magical elements naturally coexist with reality. Contemporary
Iranian writers such as Moniro Ravanipour, Houshang Golshiri, and Majid Gheisari
have employed this model to portray cultural and identity-related challenges in stories
filled with tension and duality. Each of their works reflects psychological and social
anxieties of the modern era and provides readers with an opportunity to contemplate
both the inner worlds of the characters and the social realities that surround them.
In Siria, Siria, Moniro Ravanipour delves deeply into the identity crises within a
multicultural society. The characters in this novel struggle with contradictions between
personal desires and social norms, leading to internal conflict. On the other hand,
Houshang Golshiri’s Prince Ehtejab, through a philosophical reflection on life and
death, employs magical elements to explore human existence. Finally, Majid Gheisari’s
The Stone of Fortune portrays cultural conflicts and intergenerational inefficiencies.
These works not only enrich contemporary Persian literature but also invite readers to
discover new dimensions of life’s realities.
Magical realism thus serves as a powerful tool that allows writers to narrate the real
world in an imaginative, profound, and symbolically resonant manner.
Research Questions and Methodology
This study adopts a descriptive—analytical method. Data have been collected through
library research. First, the fundamental features of magical realism were taken from
authoritative and specialized sources. Then, the texts of Siria, Siria, Prince Ehtejab, and
The Stone of Fortune were closely read and analyzed based on these theoretical
frameworks in an attempt to provide answers for the following questions:
e What are the manifestations and purposes of duality in Siria, Siria, Prince Ehtejab,
and The Stone of Fortune?
e Which form of duality is most prominently represented in these novels?
Findings and Conclusion
Magical Realism in Latin American cultures represents a fusion of reality and
imagination that helps readers comprehend human experiences and life’s challenges
through supernatural phenomena. This literary style, by linking intellect and emotion,
examines culture and history while assisting in the discovery of meaning within life’s
contradictions. Through the power of imagination, writers of this movement create
worlds that challenge the boundaries of reality and invite readers to immerse themselves
in the narrative and explore its deeper meanings. The works of authors such as Moniro
Ravanipour, Houshang Golshiri, and Majid Gheisari are prominent examples of such
interactions between reality and magic, vividly portraying the tensions and conflicts of
human life.
In Siria, Siria, Ravanipour intertwines reality and fantasy to probe deeply into the
emotions and inner journeys of her characters toward authentic selfhood. Magic, serving
as a symbol of transformation, helps her characters confront and understand their
complex feelings and fears. The novel explores the characters’ desires and
disappointments along the path of self-discovery. Time and place function as
instruments of inner change, while history—depicted as a living presence—creates a
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connection between past and present. The influence of previous generations on the new,
and the characters’ entanglement with historical events, evoke both guilt and pride that
shape their identities. The characters’ inner dualities serve as a critique of social and
cultural issues, revealing tensions between societal expectations and the realities of life.
Ultimately, the novel emphasizes humanity’s ongoing quest for individual identity and
for understanding the complexities of cultural and social existence.

In Prince Ehtejab, Houshang Golshiri creates a mysterious and enigmatic atmosphere to
explore themes such as love, loneliness, and death. The Prince, within his garden—both
a symbol of beauty and a witness to his suffering—faces profound questions concerning
existence and human relationships. The garden embodies the duality of life: while it
offers a place for contemplation and serenity, it simultaneously serves as an emotional
prison that isolates him from genuine human connection. Golshiri masterfully captures
the characters’ emotions in a magical setting, where every leaf and every breath of wind
narrates an untold story.

In The Stone of Fortune, Majid Gheisari depicts cultural contradictions through simple
yet profound language. Young characters seeking a new identity in the modern world
find themselves in opposition to the older generation that still clings to traditional
values. This confrontation leads not only to emotional conflict but also to a deeper
critique of society and its challenges. Gheisari employs magical elements to enable his
characters to transcend social constraints in their search for freedom and identity.

These novels not only mirror cultural and social dualities but also serve as invitations to
reflect upon individual and collective identity. Magical realism, with its capacity to
forge deep emotional and cognitive connections, allows readers not only to experience a
story but also to live within it and empathize with its characters. This immersive
experience is particularly palpable in the works of Ravanipour and Golshiri, where each
character embodies an aspect of the human condition—forever searching for meaning
and truth within the complexities of their world.
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