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Received: Abstract
Background and Objective: Since the environmental issue is considered one
5July 2025 of the fundamental issues of human society, how to raise awareness of society

regarding interaction with the environment is considered a fundamental area
in the education and research process. Accordingly, the present study was
Accepted: conducted with the aim of representing human interaction with the
13 October 2025 environment in the social studies curriculum of secondary school.
Methodology: The research method was content analysis, which was
presented in the quantitative part as quantitative content analysis and in the
gualitative part as content analysis. The statistical population of the study
included textbooks of the first secondary school. The research sample was
purposeful and included social studies books of secondary school. The data
were examined in the quantitative part using a checklist and in the qualitative
part using content analysis.

Findings: Based on the results obtained, the level of attention paid to
indicators of human interaction with the environment in the secondary school
social studies textbook in the water and family consumption management
component was considered with 53 cases each, the waste component with 37
Keywords: cases, the soil with 35 cases, the energy with 30 cases, and the air component
. . with 21 cases. Also, qualitative analysis of the studied content shows that
Content analysis, efficient ot of the topics in the textbooks are descriptive and a critical look at the
consumption, _ interaction between humans and the environment has been given less
environmental education, attention.

household consumption Conclusion and suggestions: Textbooks have paid more attention to the
management, curriculum.  descriptive approach in relation to environmental education, and active
understanding and action in relation to the environment requires a more
active exposure to the curriculum and education.

Innovation: In addition to presenting the findings in a quantitative manner,
the present study has attempted to consider how environmental themes are
presented in textbooks.

Extended Abstract

Introduction
Environmental education aims to increase learners' awareness of the environment and how to interact with
it. Therefore, the content of environmental education is presented in the form of a program to increase
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learners' environmental protection goals by increasing their awareness, skills, and attitudes towards the
environment, because the majority of environmental problems currently stem from a lack of environmental
awareness and knowledge about how humans and nature interact. One of the main reasons why people are
indifferent to protecting and caring for the environment is their lack of awareness. Accordingly, the goal of
teaching environmental concepts is to develop and educate students and turn them into committed and
responsible citizens and adults towards the environment. One of the ways in which environmental education
can be presented appropriately is through the formal curriculum. In different educational systems, efforts
are made to present environmental issues in the formal curriculum in different ways. Accordingly, and since
the official curriculum in Iran is presented in a centralized manner for all students across the country, the
purpose of the study is to study the extent and manner of attention to indicators of human interaction with
the environment in the social studies curriculum.

Research Methodology

The research method in the present study was content analysis, which was presented in the quantitative part
as a quantitative content analysis and in the qualitative part as a qualitative content analysis. The statistical
population of the study included junior high school textbooks. The research sample was purposeful and
included social studies books. The total number of pages examined included 559 pages, of which 177 pages
were related to seventh grade social studies, 190 pages were related to eighth grade social studies, and 192
pages were related to ninth grade social studies. The unit of data analysis was concepts (propositions and
images). The data were examined in the quantitative part using a checklist and in the qualitative part using
content analysis. The themes were presented in the form of basic, organizing, and global themes. In order
to create a checklist based on the research literature review, in the first step, indicators of interaction with
the environment were extracted. These indicators included water, soil, air, energy, waste, and family
consumption management. Then, content validity (CVR) was used for the content validity of the indicators;
and given that the validity in all indicators was higher than 0. 73, the validity was confirmed. Also, for the
reliability of quantitative data, the agreement coefficient was used, which was 0.96. In data analysis,
frequency and percentage were used in the quantitative part, and content analysis was used in the qualitative
part.

Research Findings

The findings showed that the water component and family consumption management each had a frequency
of 53 (23 percent), the waste component had a frequency of 37 (16 percent), the soil component had a
frequency of 35 (15.5 percent), and the energy component had a frequency of 30 (13.5 percent), and the air
component had a frequency of 21 (9 percent),and family consumption management had a frequency of
53(23 percent) and a total of 229 items were mentioned in relation to the indicators of human interaction
with the environment.

Conclusion

In general, some components related to human interaction with the environment, such as energy
consumption management and the role of the family in modifying consumption patterns, have received the
most attention. It seems that in recent years, due to the imbalances related to energy and also the comparison
of energy consumption behaviors in Iran with developed countries, and also due to the pricing method of
energy resources, which is mainly at the government price and is considered cheap in a way, the government
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is trying to promote energy consumption and generally reform the consumption pattern through formal and
informal curricula and training. In addition, since the curriculum is based on Islamic ideology, and in Islam,
there is a great emphasis on proper consumption and condemnation of waste. Accordingly, the official
curriculum, which is derived from the ideal curriculum, has also tried to outline the desired ideals of the
social system. In addition, attention to resources such as water and its consumption management is also
notable. For many experts, the issue of water and its challenges in the past decade has been considered one
of the fundamental crises, which is why curriculum designers have tried to show this crisis in a significant
way in the curriculum, so that students can become familiar with modifying environmental behaviors
towards this crisis and internalize the environmental behaviors required for its consumption. This indicates
an understanding of the importance of the water crisis and the necessity of promoting a culture of its optimal
consumption among students. Increasing awareness about the protection of water resources can have a
direct impact on individual and social behaviors and help form a responsible attitude towards the
environment. Also, the issue of waste management and reducing waste production is another issue that has
been addressed in textbooks. However, a criticism that can be made of the curricula and the way humans
interact with the environment is that the curricula have mainly presented environmental issues in a
descriptive manner and have not critically presented environmental issues.
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