=

Journal of Literary Schools, Volume 9, Number 32, pp. 31-54

|

University of

A Derridean Reading of Nima’s Linguistic Signs with
a Focus on the Poem “O People!”

Nasim Kardoost'* “ Habiballah Abbasi'"* Effat Neghabi' "~ Nasergholi Sarli!

1. Tehran, Kharazmi University, Iran

DOI: 10.22080/rjls.2025.27893.1508

Abstract

The world of existence can be comprehended through language, and poetry is a major
domain where language is realized and being is actualized. Poetry, as a thought-provoking
phenomenon, turns the arrow of inquiry about the nature and existence of the world
toward itself. If language is the house of being and the only medium of cognition, and
poetry takes place within the realm of language, then the poet’s way of dwelling in this
abode becomes the measure of his creative performance. The task of uncovering the
mysteries of this phenomenon falls upon philosophy and the forms of literary criticism
grounded in philosophical perspectives. This study, using an analytical-descriptive
method and drawing upon poststructuralist theories—especially Derrida’s views on
linguistic signs—seeks to elucidate the function of language in Nima Yooshij’s poem “O
People!”, a work that epitomizes the literary works of Nima as the founder of one of the
lasting movements in Persian poetry. Through this approach, we find that Nima’s
individuality manifests not only in his poetic vision but also in his linguistic theorization.
By consciously employing distinctive syntactic structures, compound forms, particular
lexical choices, and rhetorical techniques, he revitalized existing linguistic signs and
created novel ones. Consequently, he expanded the semantic and linguistic capacities of
Persian poetry, establishing new, plural potentials of meaning that help explain how he
rose to prominence as the forerunner of modern Persian poetry. All this unfolded within
a new discursive space arising from an emergent and comprehensive system of thought.
Keywords: Linguistic sign, Poetic agency, Poststructuralism, “O People!”, Derrida,
Nima Yooshij

Introduction

Nima’s most significant innovations lie primarily in the realm of language. The present
essay examines the semiotic system of language in his poem “O People!” through a
poststructuralist lens, particularly Derrida’s theories of language and signification. The
authors argue that Nima was less concerned with composing poems than with writing
poetry—that is, with demonstrating how poetry could be written. Drawing on his own
poetic theories, he consciously invoked language itself, succeeding in creating new signs
or elevating existing ones by constructing transformed structural and semantic spaces.
These signs operate both individually—triggering a domino-like movement across the
text—and collectively—activating the text’s entire network of meaning through mutual
interaction.

This study employs philosophical theories of language to show how Nima,
through this approach, generated linguistic capacities that established his status as the
initiator of modern Persian poetry. In contemporary philosophy, attention has shifted
from the communicative function of language to language itself as a phenomenon. As
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Ahmadi (2021, 11) observes, “Philosophers first thought about the world, then about how
the world might be known, and finally about the instrument that makes knowledge of the
world possible. This marks philosophy’s natural progression from metaphysics to
epistemology and then to the philosophy of language.” In modern semiotic theory,
meaning is no longer viewed as transmitted but as constructed within a medium. Chandler
(2021, 315) notes that semiotics challenges the transmission model of communication:
signs do not merely carry meaning—they constitute the medium through which meaning
is made. Meaning arises only through the active process of interpretation. Even within
structuralism, signs must be understood in relation to one another and to the codes that
confer meaning upon them. Semiotics, therefore, highlights the value of interpretation
itself.

The importance of this conception of meaning is such that Wittgenstein’s
philosophy of language and reality in Philosophical Investigations rests on the premise
that reality derives from the structure of language. As Balu (2024, 43) explains, meaning
depends on the use of words; application is what constitutes meaning, and naming differs
from the meaning intended in use. Based on these recent perspectives on language and
linguistic signs, this essay explores, through Derrida’s lens, certain linguistic aspects of
Nima’s poem “O People!”.

Research Questions and Methodology

This study, using an analytical-descriptive method and drawing upon poststructuralist
theories—especially Derrida’s views on linguistic signs—seeks to elucidate the function
of language in Nima Yooshij’s poem “O People!”.

Findings and Conclusion

The study concludes that linguistic signs do not all possess identical modes of action or
levels of energy. Each sign carries its own activating force, and even within a single text,
a sign’s agency and passivity vary according to context. At moments of innovation—
during the birth or infancy of new signs—signs possess heightened energy and, therefore,
greater potential for multiplicity and the proliferation of meaning. Literary signs that
result from defamiliarization of the familiar are more dynamic and capable of sustaining
Derridean différance.

Most of the linguistic techniques Nima employed appear for the first time in
Persian poetry with such range and seriousness. His lexicon and semiotic repertoire are
remarkably fresh. Nima’s new understanding of the modern world deeply influenced the
generation and enrichment of these signs. His ideology, lived experience, and worldview
shaped a poetic space that gave rise to distinctively “Nimaic” signs—signs that, from a
poststructuralist perspective, not only function within his own poetry but also remain
available for reactivation by his followers.

Through linguistic innovation—syntax, diction, and rhetorical strategies—Nima
revitalized existing signs, created new ones, and expanded the semantic horizons of
Persian poetry. The result was a novel and initially unfamiliar language that profoundly
affected the modern Persian poetic movement. In Derridean terms, Nima’s method of
invoking language resists textual closure: by selecting and positioning various signs, he
invites a ceaseless play of signifiers, producing interrelated effects across the text. From
the perspective of Derrida’s concepts of dissemination and deconstruction, this leads to
internal generation, uncontainable associations, and deferred meaning—creating
linguistic and semantic possibilities that define the vitality of modern Persian poetics.
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