Literary-philosophical researches

Volume 3. Issue 2. Autumn & Winter 2025-26. Pages 169 to 189.

Research Paper

Analysis of the Sublime Experience and the Crisis
of Meaning in the Context of Metanarrative
Collapse: A Case Study of the Novel "Sad Moon,

Red Moon" Based on Lyotard's Thoughts

Roghayeh Mousavi®*

! Postdoctoral in Persian Language and Literature, Razi University, kermanshah, Iran.

d 10.22080 /1pr.2025.29044.1101

Received:

April 19, 2025
Accepted:

August 28, 2025
Available online:
Ferbruary 26, 2026

Keywords:

History, Reza Jolayee, Sad
Moon, Red Moon,
Lyotard, Sublime,
Metanarrative.

Abstract

The present research aims to examine the novel "Sad Moon, Red Moon" by Reza
Jolayee, based on the theory of the sublime and the deconstruction of
metanarratives in Jean-Frangois Lyotard's thought. Metanarratives (or grand
narratives) refer to comprehensive narratives that explain the meaning of history,
society, and values around a global order or truth; however, Lyotard, in the
postmodern era, demonstrates the crisis of legitimacy and collapse of these
comprehensive narratives, replacing them with scattered, local, and personal
micro-narratives. In this context, the sublime for Lyotard is an experience that
confronts humans with the ultimate limits of comprehension, language, and
meaning; an experience full of wonder or fear, which lies beyond the complete
representational capacity of reason and language. The author's aim in this
research is to explain how the sublime and the decline of metanarratives are
reflected in the semantic and structural layers of the novel "Sad Moon, Red
Moon". The research method is qualitative, based on text analysis and
interpretation, inspired by Lyotard's aesthetic and philosophical concepts and
examining narrative examples and character dialogues. The findings show that
Jolayi creates Lyotardian sublime moments by addressing absences, mourning,
confronting death, and the inability of language to express fundamental
experiences. Additionally, by depicting the failure of ideals, the discrediting of
grand objectives, and characters' struggles with power, he highlights the collapse
of political and social metanarratives within the narrative, replacing them with
individual voices, lived experiences, and micro-narratives of resistance.

“Corresponding Author: Roghayeh Mousavi

Address: Postdoctoral in Persian Language and

Email: nafiss1358@gmail.com

Literature, Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran.

Roghayeh Mousavi. Analysis of the Sublime Experience and the Crisis of Meaning in the Context of Metanarrative
Collapse: A Case Study of the Novel "Sad Moon, Red Moon" Based on Lyotard's Thoughts



mailto:nafiss1358@gmail.com

Volume 3. Issue 2. Autumn & Winter 2025-26. Pages 169 to 189.

170

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Jean-Francois Lyotard, a prominent
French philosopher and literary theorist,
has secured a distinguished position in

contemporary philosophical discourse
through his innovative works in
postmodern philosophy. Lyotard,

especially by redefining and expanding
concepts such as the "sublime," which
previously had roots in the 18th-century
aesthetic tradition, has played an
important role in the transformation of
fundamental late-modern thought
concepts. He freed the concept of the
sublime from its merely classical aesthetic
framework and, in light of the conditions
and demands of  postmodernity,
reconstructed and transformed it; thus,
according to Lyotard, the sublime belongs
to new realms of experience and
perception for the contemporary human.
As observed in his works, this redefinition,
while breaking traditional frameworks and
disrupting the stability of grand narratives,
leads to new possibilities for engagement
with the world and the postmodern
subject.

On the basis of these theoretical
foundations, the present study aims to
analyse the narrative of "Sad Moon, Red
Moon" written by Reza Julayee, focusing
on the collapse of the justice-centred
grand narrative during Reza Khan’s regime
and the formation of the discourse of
power within the historical context of
Mirzadeh Eshghi’s assassination and its
consequences. Within this framework, the
primary objective is to examine how the
audience is influenced by historical
realities and the surrounding micro-
narratives of the story; in other words, we
seek to assess the extent and quality of the
narrative’s impact in representing
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historical events and shaping the reader’s

experience according to Lyotard’s
theoretical principles.
Ultimately, relying on Lyotard’s

theoretical foundations regarding the
collapse of grand narratives and his
emphasis on the sublime experience in the
postmodern context, this study strives to
provide a comprehensive and profound
analysis of how the discourse of power and
the chaos of narratives affect the
audience’s perception of historical reality
through a rereading of the novel "Sad
Moon, Red Moon"; an analysis that can
assist researchers in literature, history,
and critical theory in gaining a deeper
understanding of the interaction between
narrative, reality, and audience reception.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

The research method in this study is
pursued through a descriptive-analytical
approach from two perspectives: first,
analysing and examining the elements and
components presented at various
historical levels; and second, clarifying and
rereading the successive stages of
historical events based on narrative data
and surrounding texts. In the research
findings section, the main focus is on using
the method of critical analysis and
Lyotard's theory of the sublime, an
approach that allows for a more precise
interpretation of the role and position of
narratives and metanarratives in shaping
the historical mentality of the audience.

3. Discussion

The novel "Sad Moon, Red Moon" by Jolayi
depicts the collapse of political and social
metanarratives of the Constitutional era
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through the life and mindset of Mirzadeh
Eshghi. In an environment full of tyranny
and the failure of freedom-loving ideals,
the narrator confesses the defeat of love,
politics, and art, and instead of following
grand patterns, emphasizes individual
experience and personal resistance; a
manifestation of the grand narrative of
reason against the metanarrative of
authority and national salvation. The
dialogues between Bahar and Eshghi also
reveal the collapse of the ideal of popular
unity and the meaninglessness of politics .

Julayee, with a forceful and ironic
language, offers a bitter critique of
tyranny, the emptiness of grand beliefs,
and the intellectuals’ incapacity to build.
Ultimately, the narrative reaches a bitter
and ambiguous conclusion, signaling the
end of the credibility of metanarratives in
Lyotard’s modern world. Jean-Francois
Lyotard, one of the most important
postmodern theorists, influenced by
philosophers such as Kant, Nietzsche, and
Heidegger, placed the concept of the
"sublime" at the center of his aesthetic
thought. Following the tradition of Burke
and Kant, he saw the sublime as an
experience beyond rational perception
that both creates fear and wonder and
reveals the limits of thought .

Lyotard, contrary to realism, views art
and literature as arenas for the collapse of
linguistic and social orders; places where
pleasure and pain mix, and the mind
becomes incapable of full representation.
For him, the sublime is ineffable,
intertwined  with  melancholy and
masochistic pleasure, and humans seek to
experience this irrepressible feeling of the
failure of language and meaning. In this
way, Lyotard rejects rational grand
narratives and bases postmodern
aesthetics on multiplicity, incompleteness,
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and the intensity of artistic experience.
Jolayee’s novel Sad Moon, Red Moon
reconstructs the last five days of Mirzadeh
Eshghi’s life, a freedom-loving poet who,
on the verge of death, faces recurring
nightmares, anxiety, and the inability to
escape his fate. The author, combining
historical reality and the poet’s mindset,
transforms death into a sublime and tragic
experience; a moment when sudden
awareness of life and death, time and loss,
crosses the boundary of reason and
embodies the sublime in Lyotard’s sense,
the blend of amazement and sadness,
beauty and horror, presence and absence.
On the political layer of the text, the
collapse of the metanarratives of
authority, freedom, and progress occurs; a
place where the narrator and characters
like Bahar and Modarres, amidst the
tyranny of Reza Khan, the failure of the
Constitutional movement, and the
collapse of collective hopes, resort to
fractured individual grand narratives. In
the bitter dialogues between Eshghi and
Bahar, the ideal of popular unity and
national salvation is regarded as a tool of
power, and politics equals deception and
corruption. With poetic and highly ironic
language, Jolayee reflects the collapse of
ideals not only on a social level but also in
the psychological realm of the narrator:
suffering, resistance, and personal
confession replace messianic grand
narratives. Thus, the novel presents a dual
face of Iranian postmodernism, both the
experience of the sublime at the threshold
of death and the decay of political and
historical metanarratives on the verge of
tyranny.

4. Conclusion
The novel Sad Moon, Red Moon, by
Julayee, inspired by the thought of Jean-
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Francois Lyotard, presents an image of the
era of the collapse of Iran’s political and
social ideals and has two main axes: first,
the experience of the “sublime” as
moments of astonishing and painful living
on the border between life and death that
language fails to describe; and second, the
disintegration of grand metanarratives
such as progress, national salvation, and
popular unity. Julayee considers this
transition from unifying metanarratives to
personal and scattered micro narratives as
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a sign of the postmodern condition; a
place where meaning is freed from
certainty and totality and entrusted to
individual experiences, suffering, failure,
and reflection on existence. This work
neither offers a promise of salvation nor
seeks to reconstruct a grand narrative, but
by intertwining the sublime and the
legitimacy crisis, it invites the audience to
accept confusion and live within a fluid
and open truth.
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