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Abstract

The concept of “historical time” is one of the most fundamental concepts in the
philosophy of history, which has been systematically and dialectically explained
in the works of philosophers such as Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. On the other
hand, in the tradition of Persian historiography, Bayhaqi's History, as an
outstanding example of historical narrative, has complex and thought-provoking
structures in its dealing with time. This article seeks to compare and analyze,
from a comparative perspective, the temporal structure and narrative style in
Bayhagqi’s History with the concept of historical time in Hegel's philosophy. The
aim of this research is to identify and analyze the conceptual and structural
similarities and differences between dialectical time in Hegel's philosophy and
narrative time in Bayhagqji's History. Also, an attempt has been made to consider
the role of narrative, historical causality, and self-awareness in the
representation of time. The research method is qualitative and analytical-
comparative, which is based on textual analysis and case studies of parts of
Bayhagqi's history (such as the story of Hasanak, the death of Masoud, and the
narrative of Ahmad Hassan Maimandi and Bu Nasr Mushkan). Hegelian sources,
relying on lectures on the philosophy of history, have been the theoretical basis.
The findings show that although Bayhaqi does not write within the framework of
systematic philosophy, his narratives have a causal, progressive, and reflective
temporal structure that is close to the Hegelian understanding of historical time.
By using return to the past, foreknowledge of the future, moral judgment, and the
dialectical structure of contradictions, he represents history not simply as a
record of events, but as an arena for the formation of meaning and consciousness,
and shows that historical narrative, in the Persian tradition, is also capable of
analysis within the framework of modern concepts of the philosophy of history.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Tarikh-i Bayhaqi by Abul-Fazl Bayhaqi is
among the most distinguished examples of
classical Persian historiography, a work
that is beyond a straightforward report of
the Ghaznavid court’s events. This work
comprises a complex structure, reflective
narration, and a multi-layered language,
relying  specifically on  temporal
construction and  the  narrator’s
introspective commentary. Rather than
being a mere chronological text, Tarikh-i
Bayhaqi utilizes narrative techniques and
literary strategies, making it suitable for
analysis within historical and literary
domains.  Moving beyond  simple
chronicling, Bayhaqi transforms history
into a medium for examining the
instability of authority, personal and
communal ethics, and human fate. The
temporal structure in Tarikh-i Bayhaqi is
not only based on calendar-based
sequences, but it also uses techniques,
such as retrospection, foreshadowing,
narrative repetition, and the narrator’s
ethical reflections to produce a
conception of historical time that can be
compared with Hegel’s philosophical time.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method
The main questions of this article are as
follows: Can the temporal and narrative
structures of Tarikh-i Bayhaqi be
interpreted in light of “historical time” and
the dialectical reasoning of history in
Hegelian philosophy? Does this work
reveal a contemplative understanding of
history that extends beyond mere event
recording? Using comparative and
hermeneutical analysis, this study seeks to
investigate the relationship between
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classical Persian historical narration and
modern Western philosophy of history. To
this end, the notion of historical time and
the narrative role in Hegel’s philosophy of
history are first reviewed; subsequently,
the temporal structure and narrative
methods of Tarikh-i Bayhagqi are analyzed;
finally, the philosophical and narrative
points of intersection and divergence
between these systems are explained. By
adopting an interdisciplinary perspective,
this research offers an opportunity for
philosophical readings of classical Persian
historical texts.

Relying on the course “Lectures on the
Philosophy of History”, Hegelian sources
have been a theoretical foundation.

This study employs a descriptive-
analytical method and is based on a
comparative approach.

3. Discussion

By departing from a mechanical time,
Bayhagi renders time a reflective domain
in which events are arranged according to
the internal logic of history rather than a
solely superficial sequence. In this regard,
the temporal structure of Tarikh-i Bayhaqi
can be compared with Hegel's concept of
“historical time”. In Hegel’s view, historical
time is not a mere flow of moments but a
platform for the dialectical movement of
spirit toward the realization of freedom, a
history in which contradictions manifest
within events and progress along a
dialectical ~ path. Similarly, Bayhagqi
highlights political, ethical, and personal
contradictions among historical figures,
such as Ahmad Hasan, Abu Sahl Zawzani,
Sultan Mas'ud, and Hasanak, producing
narratives in which events acquire
meaning through conflict, crisis, and
transformation rather than remaining
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static. Narratives, like the fall of Fazl or the
death of Hasanak, reveal a dramatic
movement from stability to chaos, and
then the narrator’'s moral reflection, a
movement reflecting dialectical reasoning.
Another important element is the
narrator’'s role in time architecture.
Bayhaqgi does not present himself as a
detached historian but as a self-conscious
narrator who constructs time through
precise language and analytical and
occasionally critical prose. Utilizing his
lived experiences at court, he analyzes
power structures and, by incorporating
memories, conversations, and detailed
descriptions, converts time into a medium
for constructing history and collective
identity.  Therefore, the temporal
structure of the text does not merely
recount the past but produces a lived
historical experience in the present,
inviting readers to engage in historical
reflection. Bayhaqgi also uses semantic
repetition and parallel narratives to
convey a more intricate understanding of
temporal passage. Similar events appear
with different characters throughout the
text, suggesting a tragic cyclical circle of
history. However, each recurrence
introduces a new layer of ethical
awareness or judgment, enriching the text
with dialectical depth. This can be
understood as a form of “progressive-
cyclical time”™: the past returns with new
lessons  or  critical  perspectives.
Ultimately, the historical structure of
Tarikh-i Bayhagqi relies on a time-oriented,
multi-layered, and analytical narrative in
which time is used as a dynamic and
conceptual element. This structure
enables innovative interpretations of
history, ethics, and power, producing a
text that not only recounts the past but
also explores meaning within time.
Consequently, with archaic prose but
pioneer insight, Bayhaqi transforms
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history into a scene for power play, moral
thinking, and dialectical movement, with
potential for philosophical and
comparative interpretations in the
contemporary era.

4. Conclusion

Interpreting Tarikh-i Bayhaqi from the
perspective of Hegelian philosophy of
history is not only a mere alignment but
also a method for rethinking the nature of
historical narratives across different
traditions. This alignment reveals that
non-Arabic classical texts possess high
potential for philosophical understanding
of history. Bayhaqi’s narrative within the
lived historical context of Iran presents an
understanding of time that is loyal to the
past while thinking about the future and
addresses both the historical determinism
and ethical responsibilities of individuals.
This time resonates with Hegel's notion of
time, where history is not simply the
occurrence of incidents but a meaning,
conflict, and awareness. It appears that
any comparison between Hegel and
Bayhaqi without considering their
methodological distinctions is incomplete.
Hegel's philosophy of history is a
systematic, comprehensive, and rational
construct designed to explain the overall
process of Spirit's self-consciousness
within the flow of time. In contrast,
Bayhagi’s historiography is based on lived
experience, detailed narration, and moral-
political analyses. Unlike Hegel, he never
seeks to formulate a comprehensive
theory of history; rather, he reconstructs
events based on his memories and court
documents. Therefore, the dialectical
similarities identified between the two
texts result from a coincidental alignment
in narratives, rather than from a shared
philosophical foundation.
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