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This article adopts an intertextual and comparative approach to analyze Marcel
Proust’s novel In Search of Lost Time alongside the German series Dark. The
central inquiry of the study concerns the ways in which time is configured
through narrative, memory, and lived experience, and how these configurations
relate to human identity and agency. The research method is descriptive -
analytical, with data gathered through library and documentary sources. The
theoretical framework draws on Bergson’s notion of “lived duration,” Deleuze’s
reflections on “difference and repetition,” and Ricoeur’s theory of narrative. The
comparative analysis demonstrates that in Proust’s world, involuntary memory

Keywords: and sensory experience reanimate the past in the present, turning narrative into
lived time, memory, a vehicle for the creation of new meaning. In Dark, by contrast, cyclical structures
narrative, In Search of of causality and memories that at times belong to the future expose the rupture
Lost Time, Dark. of linear causality and give rise to a distinctive form of “temporal memory.” Both

works highlight the role of repetition in shaping identity as a fluid, narrative
process—an identity formed within temporal determinism yet still retaining the
possibility of creativity and freedom. Ultimately, the two texts converge in
presenting an image of modern humanity in which time is not external to the
individual but emerges within the very fabric of lived experience and narrative.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

This study undertakes a comparative
philosophical-literary analysis of Marcel
Proust’s In Search of Lost Time and the
German television series Dark (2017-
2020), focusing on the configuration of
time, memory, and narrative as
constitutive  dimensions of human
existence. Time, in both works, is not
merely a chronological or physical
parameter but a lived, experiential
phenomenon in which consciousness,
body, and world are intertwined. By
situating this inquiry within the
frameworks of Henri Bergson’s notion of
durée (lived duration), Paul Ricoeur’s
theory of narrative memory, and Gilles
Deleuze’s concept of repetition and
difference, the research seeks to show
how literature and visual media articulate
philosophical insight through aesthetic
form. The guiding question of the paper is:
how does narrative, as a mode of temporal
configuration, transform memory into a
creative and ontological process? While
Proust reconstructs the flow of time
through involuntary memory and sensorial
perception, Dark dramatizes temporal
loops and causal paradoxes that challenge
linear causality. Both works thus converge
on the same existential problematic: the
tension between determinism and
freedom, repetition and renewal, memory
and becoming.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method
The research follows a qualitative
hermeneutic method based on textual and
intermedial analysis. The comparative
framework is not restricted to thematic
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resemblance but examines structural and
philosophical correspondences between
two distinct narrative media: literature
and serialized television. The study
employs a triadic theoretical model drawn
from Bergson, Ricoeur, and Deleuze:

1.Bergson’s lived time — to elucidate the

continuity and heterogeneity of temporal
experience in Proust’s novel and the
phenomenological dimension of Dark’s
cyclical temporality.

2.Ricoeur’s narrative memory — to

interpret how storytelling mediates the
relation between the self and its temporal
past, producing what Ricoeur terms
“narrative identity”.

3.Deleuze’s repetition of difference — to

understand how repetition in both works
generates novelty and self-transformation
rather than mere recurrence.

Supplementary references to Heidegger’s
existential temporality and Spinoza’s
deterministic ethics provide additional
philosophical grounding, particularly in
relation to human agency and the paradox
of being “compelled to be free”.

The objectives are threefold:

(1) to reveal the shared philosophical
horizon of In Search of Lost Time and
Dark;

(2) to demonstrate that narrative, whether
verbal or visual, functions as a creative act
that produces temporality; and

(3) to articulate an intermedial theory of
time in which memory, repetition, and
narration co-constitute the ontology of
the self.
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3. Discussion

In Proust’s world, time unfolds through
sensory intensities and involuntary
memories that collapse the distinction
between past and present. The celebrated
“madeleine episode” exemplifies
Bergsonian durée: the return of the past
not through recollection but through
embodied experience. The narrative’s
non-linear rhythm transforms memory
into an act of creation; each return to the
past reconfigures the self. Ricoeur’s
concept of narrative configuration
(mimesis III) clarifies this process: by
emplotting dispersed experiences, the
subject converts temporal fragmentation
into meaning. Thus, Proust’s narrator
becomes both the witness and the maker
of his own temporality.

Conversely, Dark externalizes the
metaphysics of time through cinematic
form. Its recursive structure—where
causes follow their effects and characters
remember future events—visually
dramatizes Deleuze’s idea of repetition as
the production of difference. The cyclical
network of causalities in Dark dismantles
linear temporality and foregrounds a lived
temporality grounded in perception,
affect, and choice. Jonas and Martha, the
central figures, embody the Heideggerian
Dasein thrown into temporal finitude,
confronting the necessity of choosing
within deterministic structures. Their
repeated attempts to “fix” time
paradoxically reveal that freedom emerges
only through the acceptance of necessity.

The analysis also highlights the role of
space and embodiment. In Proust, places
such as Combray function as corporeal
repositories of memory—what Merleau-
Ponty would call “the lived body’s
spatiality.” The body remembers before
the mind recollects, and spatial perception
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becomes the site of temporal recovery. In
Dark, spatial motifs—the cave, the nuclear
power plant, and the labyrinthine
tunnels—operate as collective memory
archives, embodying time's material
residue. Both works, therefore, represent
memory not as static recall but as an
active, embodied engagement with
temporality.

Furthermore, both narratives
interrogate death and finitude as the
ultimate horizon of temporal experience.
For Proust, artistic creation transforms
finitude into continuity; the act of writing
retrieves lost time by reconfiguring it
within language. In Dark, the protagonists’
self-sacrifice—erasing themselves to end
the temporal loop—constitutes an ethical
act akin to Heidegger's being-toward-
death: an  acknowledgment  that
authenticity arises from confronting one’s
own temporal limits. Across both works,
creativity and mortality coincide as two
aspects of the same ontological insight:
time gains meaning only through human
interpretation.

The comparative approach reveals that
In Search of Lost Time and Dark construct
an existential epistemology of time.
Proust’s prose and Dark’s imagery each
perform temporal thought rather than
merely represent it. Narrative thus
becomes an ontological event: the place
where  memory, perception, and
imagination  converge to  produce
meaning.

4. Conclusion

By juxtaposing a modernist novel and a
contemporary television series, this study
demonstrates that both articulate a shared
metaphysical vision: time is not an
external continuum but a dynamic field
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constituted by memory, narrative, and
embodiment. Through Bergson, Ricoeur,
and Deleuze, we recognize that to narrate
is to temporalize—to create time through
the act of interpretation. In both Proust
and Dark, the human subject appears
simultaneously bound by causal necessity
and capable of creative freedom: the
human being is compelled to be free. The
findings suggest that intermedial
comparative philosophy can illuminate
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how aesthetic forms—literary and
cinematic—serve as laboratories for
thinking time, memory, and identity.
Ultimately, the convergence of these two
texts offers a vision of temporality as a
lived, recursive, and creative process: a
mode of being in which past, present, and
future interpenetrate, and in which the act
of remembering becomes
indistinguishable from the act of living.
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