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Abstract

Bahram Sadeghi's novel Malakoot is a multi-layered and complex text that depicts
the lives of characters such as Mr. Mavaddat, Dr. Haatam, and Mal in a remote
city in the context of contemporary Iranian literature. This novel, with its poetic
language and nonlinear structure, creates a world full of contradictions and
fluidity. Jacques Derrida's theory of deconstruction is appropriate for this work
because it emphasizes the collapse of dualities, the slipperiness of meaning, and
decentralization, as the novel Malakoot escapes from conventional structures of
meaning and identity. The aim of this research is a philosophical-literary analysis
of the novel Malakoot from Persian literature based on the collapse of dualities,
differentiation, and decentralization, and the play of signs to show how Sadeghi
has crystallized these concepts in his text. The research method is a qualitative
analysis of the text with a deconstruction approach, which is carried out through
a careful examination of the narrative, characters, and language. The results show
that Malakoot merges dualities, postpones meaning, is devoid of any fixed center,
and immerses its language in a free flow of signs. The novel represents a world in
which truth and identity are fluid and endless.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Bahram Sadeghi’s novel Malakout (The
Heavenly Kingdom) stands as a seminal yet
enigmatic work in modern Persian
literature. Its haunting narrative, set in a
remote town and revolving around
characters like Mr. Mowdat, Dr. Hatam,
and Mal, constructs a world brimming
with contradiction, fluidity, and
ontological uncertainty. With its poetic
language and non-linear structure, the
novel resists conventional interpretation,
creating a literary universe where the
boundaries between reality and illusion,
sanity and madness, and life and death are
persistently  blurred. This inherent
resistance to fixed meaning makes
Malakout an ideal subject for analysis
through the lens of Jacques Derrida’s
deconstruction.

Deconstruction, as a critical theory,
mounts a fundamental challenge to the
Western metaphysical tradition by
dismantling binary oppositions, revealing
the inherent slippage of meaning (what
Derrida terms différance), and
demonstrating the absence of any stable
center or transcendental signified. This
philosophical framework aligns
profoundly with the core fabric of
Sadeghi’'s work. The primary objective of
this research is to conduct a
philosophical-literary analysis of Malakout
by applying key deconstructive concepts—
specifically, the collapse of binaries,
différance, decentrality, and the free play
of signifiers—to demonstrate how Sadeghi
embodies these ideas within his narrative.
The central research question is: How do
the principles of deconstruction manifest
in Malakout, and how do they transform
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the novel into a multifaceted, fluid text
that subverts traditional narrative and
metaphysical structures.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

This study is grounded in a qualitative
research methodology, employing a close
reading of the primary text, Bahram
Sadeghi’s Malakout. The analytical
framework is exclusively derived from the
tenets of Jacques Derrida’s
deconstruction. This approach moves
beyond thematic analysis to investigate
the very linguistic and structural
mechanisms through which the text
produces and simultaneously undermines
meaning.

The "Materials" consist of the novel
itself—its narrative progression,
characterizations, symbolic settings, and,
most importantly, its linguistic texture.
The "Method" involves a deconstructive
reading that focuses on:

Identifying and Dismantling Binary
Oppositions: Tracing how foundational
pairs such as reality /fantasy, life /death,
good/evil, and sanity/madness are
destabilized and  rendered  non-
hierarchical within the narrative.

Tracing Différance: Examining how
meaning is perpetually deferred in the
text. This involves analyzing moments of
ambiguity, unresolved questions, and the
endless chain of signifiers where no single
signified offers finality, epitomized by the
novel’'s open-ended conclusion.

Exposing Decentrality: Investigating
the absence of a stable center in the
narrative. This includes analyzing how no
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single character (e.g., Mr. Mowdat or Dr.
Hatam), event, or ideology serves as an
authoritative source of truth or order.

Mapping the Play of Signifiers:
Observing how language in Malakout
operates as a free-floating network of
signs that do not anchor themselves to
ultimate referents, thereby creating a
reality that is inherently textual and
unstable.

This methodological process does not
seek to impose a new, stable meaning but
to meticulously follow the text’s own logic
of disruption and its inherent resistance to
closed, monolithic interpretations.

3. Discussion

The application of the deconstructive

framework reveals Malakout as a practical

exemplar of Derridean theory in narrative

form. The results demonstrate a

systematic unraveling of stable structures
.across several fronts

3.1.The Collapse of Binary Oppositions

The novel consistently subverts and
collapses rigid binary structures. The most
prominent is the dichotomy between
reality and fantasy. The town and its
occurrences cannot be neatly categorized
as either purely real or purely illusory; they
exist in a spectral space where both
conditions interpenetrate. Similarly, the
distinction between life and death
becomes ambiguous, particularly in the
novel's ethereal and morbid atmosphere.
Characters like Dr. Hatam do not neatly fit
into categories of good or evil, sanity or
madness. Sadeghi  dissolves these
hierarchical oppositions, presenting a
world where such clear-cut distinctions
are impossible, forcing the reader to
inhabit a space of irreducible ambiguity.
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3.2 .The Operation of Différance and the
Deferral of Meaning

Malakout is a masterclass in the deferral of
meaning. The narrative, with its non-linear
progression and fragmented sequences,
consistently promises a revelation or a
resolution that never fully arrives. The
novel's famed open ending is the ultimate
enactment of différance, leaving the
reader with profound questions rather
than answers. Every potential meaning or
truth is shifted elsewhere, caught in an
endless chain of interpretation. The search
for a definitive “"truth" about the
characters or events is perpetually
postponed, emphasizing that meaning is
not a point of arrival but an endless
process of tracing differences.

3.3 .Non-Centrality and the Absence of a
Fixed Axis

The world of Malakout is radically
decentralized. There is no central
consciousness, no authoritative narrator,
and no dominant event that organizes the
narrative  universe. Mr.  Mowdat’s
perspective is as unstable and
questionable as Dr. Hatam’s. The narrative
authority is dispersed, and the town itself
lacks a geographical or symbolic center.
This decentrality ensures that no single
point of view can claim privilege, resulting
in a fragmented, polyphonic, and
ultimately, a non-totalizable narrative
structure where coherence is derived
from its very lack of a center.

3.4 .The Free Play of Signifiers

Language in Malakout liberates itself from
the burden of fixed signification. Sadeghi’s
poetic and often opaque prose creates a
stream of signifiers that float freely
without anchoring to stable signifieds.
Words, images, and symbols (such as the
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concept of "Malakout" itself) do not point
to a single, definitive reality but instead
refer to other signs in an endless play. This
transforms the novel's reality into a textual
construct, where the ‘"real" is only
accessible through a network of signs that
are themselves unstable and in constant
motion.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, this deconstructive analysis
affirms that Malakout is far more than a
surrealistic narrative; it is a profound
philosophical exploration enacted through
literature. ~ Bahram  Sadeghi,  with
unparalleled rhetorical and structural
ingenuity, has woven the principles of
deconstruction into the very fabric of his
novel. The systematic collapse of binaries,
the perpetual deferral of meaning through
différance, the radical decentrality of its
world, and the emancipated play of
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signifiers all coalesce to create a text that
is inherently fluid, multifaceted, and
resistant to closure.

The novel does not simply represent a
chaotic world; it performs the very
experience of metaphysical uncertainty. It
functions as a mirror reflecting the
fundamental aporias and contradictions of
human thought and existence. Through
this lens, Malakout transcends its role as a
mere story and establishes itself as a
crucial text in modern Iranian literature—
one that invites its readers into a deep,
continuous, and ultimately unending
engagement with the complexities of
language, identity, and reality itself. This
study underscores the vital importance of
applying contemporary critical theory to
Persian literary masterpieces, revealing
their enduring capacity to speak to the
most pressing philosophical questions of
our time.
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