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Abstract

A type of collective narrative in which the narrating agent is the first-
person plural pronoun is referred to as we-narrative. In classical
narratology, this narrative mode has traditionally been regarded as
reducible to the first-person singular; however, postclassical
narratological studies have granted it an independent identity and
introduced it as an effective mechanism for articulating collective
perspectives in the contemporary world. The present study adopts a
descriptive—analytical approach to examine forms of we-narrative that
are irreducible to I-narrative. From a formal perspective, when we-
narrative operates alternately and, at the discursive level, draws on a
group of narrators functioning as narrative agents, the result is what
may be termed balanced we-narrative. By examining selected fictional
works from contemporary Persian literature, this study identifies
various types of balanced we-narrative, distinguishing them according
to the degree of access available to group members and the mode of
representation employed. The structural dimensions of each type are
analyzed through textual examples. Findings suggest that two polar
types can be distinguished based on the stratification of narrative voice
and narrative perspective, namely, the “group + members” type and
the “collective character” type. The “group + members” type is further
divided into determinate and indeterminate subtypes depending on
whether individual members are foregrounded. In contrast, narration
in the form of a “collective character,” which has no subcategories, can
elevate collectivism to the level of a collective character through four
shared features: knowledge, understanding, speech, and action.
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1. Introduction

The relatively underused first-person plural point of view is initially divided into three forms. In
the first category, the | embedded within the we-narrator—who recounts the narrative—is directly
identifiable. Many stories have been written in this mode, in which first-person singular and plural
coexist to create a complementary point of view, or in which we-narrative functions as an
embedded narrative within a larger narrative recounted by an I-narrator. This category is not
addressed in the present study. In the second form, the | recounting the we-narrative is implicitly
identifiable, yet no explicit references are made to its individuality; its presence can only be traced
through textual cues. Finally, in the third form, no recounting I is identifiable in any way. These
latter two forms fall under the category of balanced we-narrative, which constitutes the focus of
this study.

The underlying assumption of the present research is that balanced we-narrative can be structured
around two main types: group + members and collective character. Accordingly, the study seeks
to examine and elucidate the characteristics of each type through a corpus of contemporary Persian
fiction.

2. Research Questions Methodology

This study adopts a synchronic approach and employs a descriptive—analytical method. It draws
on narrative typology to identify and distinguish different forms of we-narrative. The research is
an attempt to find answers to the following questions:

a. Into what types can balanced we-narrative be classified?

b. What are the defining characteristics of each type of balanced we-narrative?

3. Findings and Conclusion
As with other points of view, the issue of observation versus agency is also relevant to we-
narrative. The collective we, as a focal character, exhibits varying degrees of agency and access
throughout the narrative, which can serve as the basis for more fine-grained classifications of this
narrative mode. Some instances merely rely on surface-level representations and do not pursue
inward progression. Ultimately, this issue is tied to modes of narrative representation: when we-
narrative approaches either end of the spectrum between telling and showing, the narrative
requirements change accordingly. This distinction is significant enough to be considered a
fundamental criterion in classification.
Collective agency in the technical form of we does not require particularly complex analytical
components and can be studied in a manner similar to first-person singular narration. However, in
balanced we-narrative, collective agency acquires distinctive features. The central concern in this
context is the mode of representation. From this perspective, the representation of we in fiction can
be divided into two categories:

1. A we that transforms the data of its individual members into a collective narrative under a

shared voice and presents it as such.
2. A we that speaks from the outset as an integrated whole, producing a narrative that emerges
from a shared perspective.

Accordingly, a narrative faces a fundamental choice: whether it intends to reflect the thoughts of
the narrating group, and if so, by what means. The first form—group + members—follows the
model: individual actions of group members + mediated perceptual performance by other
members of the group (hearing, seeing, feeling, imagining, etc.) = the reporting of the narrated
action as an intra-group act. In contrast, in the second form, namely narratives with a collective
character, this model cannot apply. Here, the we-narrator exists wholly and integrally within the
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event, with no possibility of separating its members, and the narrative employs alternative
strategies to compensate for this absence of individuation.

Since in we-narrative of the collective-character type, the position of internal focalization—or
internal point of view—is exclusively oriented toward a single focalizing character, the sequencing
of information is conveyed solely through one perspective. This stable perspective is expressed by
a collective voice. By contrast, in we-narration of the first type (group + members), the narrative
employs a fixed collective voice—namely the pronoun we—to present multiple perspectives.
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