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Abstract

This study investigates ontological metaphors in the poetry of Mohammad Taghi Javaheri
Gilani, known as Mohammad Shams Langaroudi, based on cognitive linguistic theories.
Ontological metaphors serve as powerful tools for making abstract and complex concepts
more tangible, playing a significant role in enriching meaning and structuring poetic
discourse. The aim of this research is to analyze how such metaphors are employed in
Langaroudi’s poetry and to examine their impact on conveying concepts and establishing
emotional connections with readers. The significance of this research arises from the fact
that, despite numerous studies on the style and themes of Langaroudi’s poetry, no
independent research has specifically focused on ontological metaphors. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical method, and through purposive sampling, selected poems
from Langaroudi’s collected works are analyzed based on Lakoff and Johnson’s theoretical
framework. Findings indicate that structural metaphors, container metaphors,
personification, and reification are key metaphorical strategies in his poetry, through which
concepts such as life, death, love, and spirituality are rendered tangible and
comprehensible. These metaphors not only create deep semantic layers but also generate a
vivid and multidimensional poetic experience for the audience. The study highlights the
prominent role of ontological metaphors in the linguistic and semantic effectiveness of
Langaroudi’s poetry.

Keywords: Ontological metaphors, Cognitive linguistics, Shams Langaroudi,
Contemporary poetry, Literary analysis.

Introduction

Shams Langaroudi, one of the prominent contemporary Iranian poets, extensively employs
ontological metaphors to express complex concepts such as life, death, spirituality, and love
through vivid poetic imagery. The purpose of this study is to examine the application of
these metaphors in Langaroudi’s poetry and to analyze their impact on the structure and
semantics of his works. Given Langaroudi’s significant position in contemporary Persian
literature and the notable role of ontological metaphors in enriching the linguistic and
semantic dimensions of his poetry, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of
his poetic style and the application of cognitive linguistic theories in literary analysis.
Despite numerous studies on various aspects of Langaroudi’s poetry, no independent
research has focused specifically on ontological metaphors. This gap highlights the
necessity of a comprehensive study on the influence of such metaphors on readers’
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perception and experience. This research attempts to clarify the role of these metaphors in
Langaroudi’s poetic style by applying cognitive linguistic theories and analyzing selected
poems.

Ontological metaphors, derived from cognitive linguistic theories, provide powerful
tools for understanding and explaining human experiences by relating them to more
concrete concepts. Shams Langaroudi employs ontological metaphors to present abstract
concepts in tangible and comprehensible forms, and these metaphors play a fundamental
role in enriching meaning and establishing a deep emotional connection between the poet
and the reader.

Research Questions and Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and analyzes ontological metaphors
in the poetry of Shams Langaroudi based on cognitive linguistic theories. In this study, the
collection Bazgasht va Ash’ar-e Digar (2014) and selected poems from other works were
purposively selected and examined. This study seeks to answer the following questions:

1. How are ontological metaphors employed in the poetry of Shams Langaroudi?

2. What impact do these metaphors have on the semantic structure and message

transmission in his poetry?

Findings and Conclusion
The findings of this study indicate that ontological metaphors, as fundamental tools for
organizing complex concepts and conveying human experiences, play a central role in
enhancing the semantic richness and emotional impact of Shams Langaroudi’s poetry. The
analyses demonstrate that these metaphors, grounded in lived experiences and concrete
natural elements, provide a basis for the intuitive understanding of abstract concepts.
Moreover, the results show that container metaphors are among the most common and
effective metaphorical devices in Langaroudi’s poetry, playing a crucial role in objectifying
concepts such as time, emotion, and life. For instance, phenomena such as “night” in his
poetry are not merely temporal intervals but are depicted as containers for concepts such as
calmness, anxiety, or reflection. Such metaphors, by linking the human mental world with
the objective space of nature, facilitate a more tangible transmission of lived experiences to
the reader.

Another significant finding is the extensive use of personification metaphors in
Langaroudi’s poetry. In these metaphors, abstract concepts or natural elements such as rain,
night, or inanimate objects are endowed with human characteristics, behaving and
responding like living beings. This metaphorical process gives his poetry a dynamic, vivid,
and multifaceted quality and enables a multilayered understanding of the poetic world for
the reader. Furthermore, the study shows that the poet also employs reification metaphors
to concretize concepts such as hope, love, death, and spirituality. In this approach, mental
and intangible concepts are transformed into perceptible objects, allowing the reader to
experience them not only conceptually but also sensorially. This process strengthens the
emotional bond between the reader and the poetic themes and creates a deeper and more
personal experience of meaning.

Overall, metaphors in Shams Langaroudi’s poetry are not merely linguistic devices
but fundamental structures for representing human experiences, creating shared
understanding between poet and reader, and organizing complex concepts. Through this
capacity, his poetry becomes a platform for reflecting cultural, social, and existential
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concepts that transcend linguistic and geographical boundaries. Additionally, the findings
indicate that the systematic use of ontological metaphors in Langaroudi’s poetry not only
possesses aesthetic value but also enriches semantic depth and interpretive complexity. By
relying on collective human experiences and natural imagery, these metaphors present
philosophical and existential themes such as spirituality, love, and death in a
comprehensible and tangible form, thereby turning Langaroudi’s poetry into a shared
language for expressing fundamental experiences of contemporary humanity.
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