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Accepted: Objectives: Sarvabad County in Kurdistan Province is one of the few counties that has faced
MaITCh 12, 20:25 population decline in recent years due to numerous reasons and factors. An important point
Available online: in this regard is the existence of important potentials in agriculture, tourism, as well as
March 5, 2026 animal husbandry and many other things that have not had much effect on the survival of

the population and increasing its quality. The aim of the present study is to qualitatively
analyze the reasons for the population decline in the county based on a development
approach. Methods: The research method of the present study was qualitative based on
grounded theory and semi-structured interviews with 45 key informants of the county.
Thematic analysis technique was also used to analyze the interviews. Results: The findings
of the study based on a development-oriented approach indicate that Sarvabad County is
not in a desirable position in terms of economic development and, subsequently,
investment, job creation, and productivity of commercial sectors, markets, and
cooperatives. Interviews also indicated this claim; lack of government investment, unstable
economy, and marginality of the county, dominance of the security environment, ethnic
and religious discrimination, limited political space for civil participation, and weakness of
civil society and contradiction between traditional and modern culture and the formation
of cultural changes, emigration of educated and professional individuals, and decreased
livability and socio-economic resilience in villages have been introduced as the most
important themes and issues of development in the county and as a result of its emigration.
Keywords: Conclusion: Based on the findings of the present study, a compensatory model is proposed
as the main solution for the development of the county, which is based on supportive
development. This type of development can be achieved with the participation and support
of the government and its institutions, local people, and the institutions and associations of
the county in order to achieve sustainability in the social, political, environmental, cultural,
Development economic, and most importantly, demographic fields.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The experience of the last few decades in
the field of development planning in the
country shows that small and especially
border counties do not have a proper place
in the development process, and the
unequal view of such counties has upset
the balance between urban facilities and
infrastructure and has led to widespread
migration. Sarvabad in Kurdistan Province
is one of the counties that has experienced
negative population growth in the last
decade, and has presented a thought-
provoking and controversial situation to
observers and  policymakers.  The
population of Sarvabad County, based on
the 2016 census, is 44,940 people, which is
a decrease of nearly 5,000 people
compared to the 2011 census, and it is
known as the smallest county in the
province. In other words, according to
statistics from the Statistical Center of
Iran, the population of Sarvabad County
has decreased by 10,000 people over ten
years, from 2006 to 2017. This downward
trend was repeated again in accordance
with the forecast trends for 1400, and the
population of the city decreased to 43,700
in 1400. A review of the available
population data and information indicates
a serious downward trend in the
population, resulting in damage to the
active population body, and as a result,
harmful consequences for development
and even disruption in the process and
continuity of urban and rural life in this
city. In other words, it can be noted that
the relationship between population and
development is a two-way and reciprocal
relationship; on the one hand,
development and especially observing
balance and equilibrium in the
development process will lead to the

survival and stability of the population, and
on the other hand, the lack of a suitable
active population body in human
complexes will cause a crisis in resources
and human power and a challenge to the
possibility of realizing development. In
other words, and in particular, emigrating
to a different area, such as Sarvabad, due
to the decline in quality and population
outputs, can cause serious disruption in
the development process of the city.

2. Method

The method used in this study was
qualitative. Given that the present study
used the interview technique to collect
data and the grounded theory approach to
interpret the findings, the theoretical
saturation method was used to determine
the number of statistical samples. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted
with 45 key informants in the city,
including interviews with 20 informants in
Sarvabad city, 15 interviews in the villages
of the central district, and 10 interviews in
the villages of Oraman district. Interviews
were conducted with local people,
influential people (villagers and local
councils), and key informants (those who
had the most knowledge of the situation of
the village /city). The sampling methods in
this study were purposive sampling,
theoretical sampling, and maximum
diversity sampling. Finally, in the present
study, the thematic analysis technique was
used as an analytical technique. The
process of refining and verifying the
collected data was carried out using the
thematic analysis technique.

3. Results

Based on the implementation of
interviews, important themes in various
economic, political, and socio-cultural
fields were separated, and concepts and
categories were reconceptualized in
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accordance with the concept and subject.
Secondary categories are summarized and
include primary categories and are
examined, interpreted, and explained
according to the work process so that the
reasons for emigration can be evaluated
and interpreted in different fields. The
extracted categories in the economic field
included six secondary categories under
the titles of "lack of investment by the
public sector", "unstable economy",
"marginality of the county", "lack of
attention to economic and industrial
capacities", "costliness of the agricultural
and livestock sectors and their traditional
nature”, and "lack of support for the
private sector". Public sector investment is
considered the most important sector in
economic activity. This is done with regard
to the concentration of power and wealth
in the center of Iran. The point is that as
you move away from the center (Tehran),
the amount of capital decreases, and the
less prosperous provinces are located on
the periphery and borders. At the same
time, border counties within the provinces
have also become less prosperous areas.
Sarvabad County is known as a border and
less prosperous county in the province
and in the country. This raises the
fundamental question of what is the
reason for the low government investment
in this county? The interviewees
emphasize the dominance of the security
and political perspective over the
development and investment perspective.
They consider the economic development
of these regions to be synonymous with
removing the security perspective.

4. Conclusion

The results of the present study indicate
that the existing repulsions in the county
in various dimensions and subsystems
have been the main reason for the
migration and movement of citizens of this

city and county to other regions and cities
of Iran. The rejections in various areas
were mentioned by the interviewees, who
were key experts and informants in the
city and villages of Sarvabad, as follows:
The instability and temporary nature of
employment, low wages, and poor quality
of welfare and livelihood facilities in the
economic sphere, which are generally
considered to be related to a kind of
deprivation resulting from the center-
periphery relationship. In other words, the
economic sphere is affected by the
security environment and is generally kept
deprived to control the border and the
border people based on a kind of
restrictive  center-periphery planning.
This issue has received a lot of attention
from informants and experts in Sarvabad
for analyzing the phenomenon of
migration and, of course,
underdevelopment. In other words,
according to the interviewees, the general
and fundamental view and decision-
making criteria in Iran have been
centralized, imposed, and have acted
without considering regional distinctions
and differences. One of the most
important issues in the economic, social,
and human development programs of
Iranian society is the lack of a theoretical
framework and model for coherent
economic, social, and human
development.
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Table 2. Thematic Analysis of Political Reasons for Migration in Sarvabad County
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Table 3. Thematic Analysis of Cultural and Social Reasons for Migration in Sarvabad County
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