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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The present study aims to demonstrate
how the institutionalized representation
of the identity of black Baloch women is
formed at the intersection of race, gender,
and institutional structures. These
women, who currently live in the southern
cities of the country, including Sistan and
Baluchestan province, are the survivors of
people who were brought to Iran in the
past as slaves from different countries.
These women are still considered a
separate and subordinate class according
to the cultural beliefs of the Baloch people.
This is due, on the one hand, to the history
of forced migration and enslavement of
their ancestors, and on the other hand, to
the existence of a caste system in
Balochistan. Although these individuals
have assimilated into Baloch society over
time, speak the Balochi language, and their
customs are the same as those of the
Baloch people, they are still considered a
separate ethnic group, and strict social
rules, including the prohibition of
marriage with them, are enforced by other
Baloch groups.

2. Methods

The research is qualitative and follows a
grounded theory approach. The statistical
population of this study consists of
individuals who, in their initial
introduction, identified themselves as
women, black immigrants, and of low
social status and position. Due to the
difficulty of accessing participants, the
snowball method was initially used. Then,
based on the criteria and standards of
sample selection, the purposive and
convenience sampling method was
employed. The number of participants in
this study included 26 women between the
ages of 17 and 70, who were selected from

the three cities of Chabahar, Nikshahr, and
Iranshahr. The reason for the researcher's
selection of these three cities is the
greater prevalence of the research topic,
as well as the residence of the participants
in this region, and the lack of research in
these areas.

3. Results

The findings of this study indicate that
several factors, including the structural
poverty of the participants, such as the
lack of alternative employment, lack of
support, institutionalized discrimination,
slavery, and colonialism, are the main
reasons for the formation of these
women's identities. We also found that
these women have adopted different
strategies to deal with their constructed
identity, including adaptive coping,
confrontational coping, egalitarian coping,
and fatalistic coping. This study showed
that the representation of the identity of
black women has had  several
consequences for them, including gender
exploitation, physical and psychological
violence, sexual exploitation, lack of
access to equal opportunities in
childhood, limited and unstable out-group
marriages, and classlessness.

4. Conclusion

The central core of this research is the
fluid identity construct, which means that
black Baloch women's identities have been
subject to ups and downs depending on
whether they are in favorable or
unfavorable conditions. This study gained
a deep understanding of the challenges
that black Baloch women face daily.
Zat/caste is one of the most important
issues in their lives. These women receive
messages related to their identity from
childhood. They learn how to live
adaptively among different groups and at
the same time not forget their place as a
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servant woman. All these women
considered themselves Baloch, but
Balochs who are different from others, so
they identify with their Baloch identity
and, at the same time, are harmed due to
their servant/black identity. This research
showed that the racist beliefs and
discriminatory behaviors of the dominant
groups in the studied society are
understood, and the identity of these
individuals is constructed during social
processes related to discrimination and
marginalization. Identity for them means
the  imposition  of  racial-gender
oppressions by the dominant Baloch
groups, and this institutionalized identity
is also influenced by the context of
exploitative relations of the dominant
groups with their previous generations.
The findings showed that pre-existing
social structures and long experiences of
domination and subjugation create the
basis for this identity construction, which
the participants also acknowledged.
Strategies for dealing with this identity
showed that most participants adopt an
egalitarian position in their minds or even
in their actions and face this situation with
a critical attitude; this view has led them to
take measures to reduce the pressure
caused by gender-racial discrimination. In

fact, the intersecting experiences in their
daily lives reflect oppressive systems, and
the harms caused by identity have
strengthened the feeling of non-belonging
in them; therefore, they try to connect and
integrate into dominant groups.
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