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This research aims to provide a hauntological reading of Hafez's ghazals based on
Jacques Derrida's theory, employing a descriptive-analytical method and an
interdisciplinary approach (literature-philosophy). The data collection method

May 18, 2026 involved library research and the targeted extraction of significant verses from
the Divan of Hafez (based on the Anjavi edition), which were then analyzed
through the conceptual framework of Derridean hauntology. The analytical
method relied on hermeneutic textual interpretation, focusing on identifying and
examining linguistic, imagistic, and semantic features that manifest hauntological
components in the selected poems. The findings indicate that Hafez, with

Keywords: profound poetic insight, placed the logic of spectrality at the core of his poetry:

Derrida, Hauntology, the | 1) The Beloved's absence is not mere loss, but an influential suspended presence

Spectral, Différance, ("present absence") that becomes the condition for the possibility of the pleasure

Hafez. of presence, 2) Concepts like love and history are non-repeatable, "non-iterable"

events where each re-reading creates a new specter of them, 3) The mourning of
separation is an endless and unspeakable process demanding an active
coexistence with the specter of the Other, 4) The ethical responsibility towards
the absent (the dead, the deprived, future generations) and fidelity to the "endless
event" of love shape the political-ethical aspect of Hafez's hauntology. This
reading not only demonstrates the universality of Derrida's thought but also
reveals hidden epistemological and existential dimensions in Hafez's poetry.

*Corresponding Author: Hossein Joudavi
Address: Ph.D. of Persian Language and Literature, Email: joudavi.h@gmail.com
Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan, Iran.

Hossein Joudavi, Mohammad Ali Mahmoodi. A New Reading of the Specter in Derrida in Hafez's Ghazals



mailto:joudavi.h@gmail.com

Volume 4. Issue 1. Spring & Summer 2026. Pages 191 to 210.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Contemporary  Western  philosophy,
particularly with the emergence of post-
structuralist ~ thought, has  posed
fundamental challenges to the
metaphysical assumptions of the Western
philosophical tradition. Jacques Derrida
(1930-2004), as one of the most influential
figures of this movement, challenged
traditional ontology based on "presence"
by introducing "Deconstruction" and
related concepts such as "Hauntology."
Deconstruction, as the core perspective of
Derrida's philosophy, "seeks to be the
outsider to traditional systems of thought
in order to put their boundaries under
pressure” (Makaryk, 2019: 453). Classical
Persian literature, as a rich repository of
human  thought, has consistently
demonstrated a remarkable capacity for
engaging with new philosophical readings.
Among these, the ghazals of Hafez of
Shiraz (8th century AH) provide an
unparalleled ground for testing Derrida's
theory of hauntology due to their semantic
richness, creative ambiguity, prominent
paradoxical concepts, and profound
engagement with issues such as loss,
anticipation, historical memory, and
ethical responsibility. The main question
of this research is: How can the central
concepts of Derrida's hauntology be
traced and analyzed within the semantic
and aesthetic context of Hafez's poetry?
Furthermore, what new horizons does this
novel open for a deeper understanding of
Hafez's worldview and the universal
potential of Derrida's theory?
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2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

The data collection method involved
library research and the targeted
extraction of significant verses from the
Divan of Hafez (based on the Anjavi
edition), which were then analyzed
according to the conceptual framework of
Derridean hauntology. The theoretical
foundations of Derrida's hauntology are as
follows:

Non-Present Presence (The Spectral):
The primary function of the concept of the
specter is to challenge the concept of
presence in various domains (Khabazi
Kanari, 2016: 88). Derrida constructs this
concept as a theoretical weapon to
dismantle the metaphysics of presence. In
Western philosophy from Plato to Husserl,
"presence" is the criterion of ontology:
being is equal to physical, perceivable, and
immediate presence. Derrida demolishes
this system by introducing the "specter,"
which is neither "present” nor "absent".

Non-Iterability (Différance): Derrida
notes that in French, the difference
between différence and différance is
inaudible (Royle, 2009: 117). Différance acts
as the engine of spectralization and has
two aspects: 1) Difference: Every
repetition, due to linguistic, historical, and
interpretive differences, distances itself
from the origin, 2) Deferral: The ultimate
meaning of the origin is perpetually
postponed, as each repetition adds a new
layer to it (Derrida, 1978: 280.(

Unfinished Mourning: Derrida proposes
this concept in radical contrast to
Freudian psychoanalysis. Freud believed
that "healthy" mourning ends with the
introjection of the lost object. Derrida calls
this a betrayal of the "Other." Authentic
mourning never leads to the "acceptance
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of loss." Derrida states: "True mourning
means accepting that the other lives
within me, without being mine".

Responsibility-Incitation: This is the
political-ethical aspect of hauntology.
Derrida argues that specters return not to
frighten but to call for justice. "One of the
effects of the ghost in Shakespeare's play
is to create the feeling that responsibility
is universal." Justice is never "present"
(unlike existing laws, which are always
unjust). Justice is a specter summoned
from the future, challenging existing
structures.

3. Discussion
The poet explicitly states he does not
complain about the beloved's absence.
However, this non-complaint stems not
from  satisfaction but from an
understanding of the dialectical and
inevitable relationship between presence
and absence. Hafez clearly declares that
the primary condition for understanding
the ‘“pleasure of presence" is the
experience of "absence": "So long as there
is no absence, there is no pleasure of
presence" (Ta nist gheibati nabud lezzat-e
hozur). This statement forms the core of
"non-present presence": the pleasure of
the beloved's being (presence) only
becomes meaningful and comprehensible
in the shadow of experiencing their not-
.being (absence)

The color of attachment" (rang-e"

ta'allogh) is a metaphor for fixed meaning-
making frameworks, including dogmatic
beliefs, = imposed  morals, official
interpretations of existence, or any
symbolic system claiming iterability and
universal validity. Hafez sees these
systems not as "truth" but as "color" (an
artificial and changeable appearance). His
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praise for that which is free from these
"colors" is a rejection of imposed
.iterability

Tasting" the poison is the experience "

of a symbolic death. Hafez has not only
tasted the poison but also feels its flavor in
his present mouth. This "continuous
tasting” is active mourning. Language, as
the cemetery of mourning, reveals its own
inadequacy. The repetition of the warning
"ask not" (ke mapors) exposes language's
inability to represent the depth of
suffering. By denying the possibility of
inquiry, Hafez implies that the beloved's
absence has so permeated his being that

.any description would betray it

The poet speaks of a time after his own
death. This prophecy is a spectral voice
addressing the living (future revelers) from
beyond the grave. The poet's request
(hamat khah - have the kindness) is not
merely a plea but an ethical duty. Derrida
believes specters give us a "commitment";
they demand accountability,
remembrance, and the continuation of
their legacy.

4. Conclusion

This research, by applying Derrida's theory
of hauntology to Hafez's poetry, has
yielded strategic results on theoretical,
interpretive, and philosophical levels. On
the theoretical level, it demonstrated that
Derrida's complex concepts (specter, non-
present presence, différance) are not only
effective tools for analyzing non-Western
texts but also gain new richness in
dialogue with an Eastern tradition (Persian
poetry). With unique profundity, Hafez
represented in his poetry concepts that
centuries later became central to post-
structuralist thought.
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On the interpretive level, a
hauntological reading revealed that the
logic of suspension is the structural
foundation of Hafez's ghazals. The
manifestations of this logic can be
summarized as follows:

The beloved's presence in Hafez's
poetry is always contaminated by absence.
"So long as there is no absence, there is no
pleasure of presence" is the most eloquent
expression of the Derridean "non-present
presence," where absence becomes the
condition for the possibility of perceiving
presence.

Events  (revolutions, loves) and
concepts (the sorrow of love) in Hafez's
poetry  are  unique, non-iterable
occurrences where each repetition only
creates a specter of the origin (Kaz har
zaban ke mishnavam namokarrar ast -
From every tongue [ hear, it is non-
iterable). This is the very function of
différance (difference and deferral).

The mourning for love and separation in
the Divan of Hafez (Dard-e ‘eshgqi
kashidam ke mapors - I have borne a pain
of love, ask not) is an active and unfinished
process leading to "cohabitation with the
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specter of the other," itself forming the
basis of poetic creativity.

With hauntological awareness, Hafez
acknowledges an ethical responsibility
towards the absent (the dead, the
deprived, future generations). His calls
(Bar sar-e turbat-e ma chon gozari hamat
khah - When you pass by our grave, have
the kindness) are a response to the
specters' "call for justice,” challenging
existing structures.
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