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The interconnection between literature, cinema, and philosophy has long held a
special place in interdisciplinary studies, fostering extensive theoretical
contemplations within these three domains. In this research, the actions of

May 18, 2026 characters in two films, "23 People" and " The Lost Strait," centered around the
Iran-Iraq War, were analyzed within the framework of Sgren Kierkegaard's
existentialist metaphysics. Kierkegaard regarded the religious sphere as the
highest level of existence for a believing human being, and defined the "knight of
faith" as one who, by transcending rationality, makes a difficult choice through
heartfelt faith. Given that during the Iran-Iraq War, defending the homeland was

Keywords: seen as a religious duty, it can be concluded that analyzing war cinema based on

23 People, The Lost Strait, | Kierkegaard's religious metaphysics is feasible. This research was conducted

Kierkegaard's Religious qualitatively, utilizing library resources, and the findings demonstrate that the

Sphere, Knight of Faith. characters under scrutiny, relying on ethical responsibility and inner faith, made

choices that shaped the meaning of their lives. Consequently, this perspective
can be utilized as a novel approach to examining other cinematic and literary
works that are based on the moral or religious actions of characters.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Paying attention to the motivations of
characters in life-altering decisions has
always been a central focus of
psychological and philosophical research;
therefore, examining characters in
cinematic works related to war can
provide a suitable platform to elucidate
their motivations, worldviews, and ways of
coping with suffering.

Seren  Kierkegaard, the Danish
Christian philosopher, believed that when
humans live according to their beliefs,
they will be willing to sacrifice many
things, even their lives, in pursuit of their
faith (Lee Anderson, 1400: 20). Kierkegaard
chooses the story of Abraham to illustrate
his argument that human action is based
on choice, and explains that humans make
decisions and ultimately act based on their
three aspects of existence: aesthetic,
ethical, and religious (Kappoto, 1402: 66).
Kierkegard uses the term "Knight of Faith"
for one who has attained the highest level
of faith and lives in the religious sphere.
"The higher example of a religious person
is the Knight of Faith" (Lee Anderson, 1400:
76). Knight of Faith always acts out of love,
even if that love is expressed in a way that
is not understandable to another; he walks
alone with the responsibility of his choice
(Carlile, 1402: 172).

Based on this, the selection and
decision of characters in the war can align
with Kierkegaard's view; that is, they
choose to go to war or not, and what to
sacrifice in the process.

This research aims to explain and
demonstrate  the performance  of
characters in the two films "23 People" and
"The Lost Strait" based on the
Kierkegaard’s ‘Knight of Faith’ Model,
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showing that each character, through
their choice, takes steps in which sphere
of existence.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

The research followed a qualitative
approach and is based on library and
document studies. By studying various
works on Kierkegaard's philosophy, key
points of this theory were extracted, and
the theoretical foundations of the
research were developed through this
process. Subsequently, by analyzing
Kierkegaard's theory and re-examining
selected films based on the theoretical
components, efforts were made to
approach the research objectives. Related
research was also utilized so that the
findings would be a result of the
interaction between the text and the
theory.

3. Discussion

According to Kierkegaard's theory, when a
human prefers the good of others over
their own good and happiness, they take a
step in the moral sphere. Also, from “23
people”, it is inferred that living in the
moral was a prelude to reaching the
religious. These group of 23 people, as
knights of faith, showed their faith by
taking risks; they accepted the dangers of
imprisonment, torture hunger strike, and
eight years as. According to Kierkegaard,
the moral consciously accepts avoidable
and unavoidable suffering as this group
preferred prison life to comfortable living
in their own country, enduring this
suffering with patience and courage.

In the film “The Lost Strait”, the issue of
choice and the ethical responsibility
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highlighted in the film is also a key concept
in Kierkegaard's philosophy. The difficult
choices made by the characters reflect
their faith in shaping their own destiny;
because in every decision, the individual
takes full responsibility for their future.
This concept is well illustrated in the film,
in scenes where the soldiers decide to go
to the front line and forgo their coming
back to home.

These warriors, by enduring pain and
hardship, fight to preserve their values and
thus become tragic heroes. Kierkegaard's
philosophy also views such champions as
individuals in love, with a steadfast and
focused character centered on moral
ideals, who sacrifice all that is valuable to
adhere their faith and beliefs.

4. Conclusion

This study explores the concept of faith in
two cinematic works, “23 People” and “The
Lost Strait”, where the characters face
choices that result in sacrificing
something valuable for faith and love of
country.

The characters in the “23 people”, with
a conscious choice driven by love for God,
homeland, and family, embarked on the
path of sacrifice. Despite family and
commander opposition, they decided to
join the war, and even after capture, they
rejected Saddam's suggestion (return to
Iran), choosing to maintain their dignity.
These reflect living in the moral sphere,
then entering the religious sphere in
Kierkegaard theory. These 23, by
embracing danger and suffering, became
knights; individuals who, with love and
faith, forgone individual comfort chose
collective responsibility.
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The film “The Lost Strait” portrays
characters focused on faith, sacrifice, and
moral responsibility, transforming into
faith warriors in Kierkegaard's theory
through difficult choices. Each character,
by sacrificing personal desires such as
family, = comfort, or  engagement
ceremonies, chooses the path of
defending the homeland. These choices,
driven by deep love for the country and
belief in collective good, demonstrate true
responsibility and faith.

In general, the findings of this research
indicate that the motivation of characters
in both works arises from inner faith, not
solely from rationality or duty. The
concept of sacrifice, under the philosophy
of Kierkegaard, is also understood as an
act based on faith and responsibility.
Therefore, Kierkegaard's theory is not
interpretable in philosophy but also within
narratives, and can be effectively used as a
framework for analyzing works based on
religious action.
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