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The connection between philosophy and poetry has long been a challenging and
seemingly contradictory topic in the field of interdisciplinary studies. The present
study, with an analytical-critical approach, seeks to examine this symmetry in the

May 18, 2026 work of The Transcendental Imagery by Dr. Mahmoud Fotohi; a work that claims
a Sadrian reading of Saib Tabrizi's poetry based on the foundations of Mulla
Sadra's transcendental wisdom. In the present research, the structure, content,
and argumentation of the book were systematically analyzed to clarify whether
the author has been able to correctly prove the claim of the connection between
Sadra'i philosophy and Indian-style poetry. The results show that the forms of
Keywords: transcendental imagery, by utilizing the fundamental concepts of Sadra'i wisdom
Transcendental wisdom, such as essential movement, the originality of existence, doubt, love, and beauty,
Mulla Sadra, Saib Tabrizi, | have presented a new model in the reading of Safavid poetry; a model that goes
philosophy of poetry, beyond the rhetorical and metaphorical level and leads to a philosophical and
transcendental imagery. metaphysical explanation of the forms of imagination. Although in some

positions, the limited selection of verses and the philosophical interpretation
have damaged the theoretical coherence of the work, it can be considered a new
step towards reconciling philosophy and poetry and redefining the theoretical
and aesthetic foundations of Persian poetry.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The relationship between philosophy and
literature has been a subject of debate for
many years. What exactly are philosophy
and literature? And what is their
relationship to each other? Can the two be
considered separate? Or is it just a clash of
two separate disciplines? Or can we say
that literature itself expresses a kind of
philosophy? Some analytical philosophers
have divided philosophy and literature into
two poles. Or can we say that literature
itself expresses a kind of philosophy?
Some analytical philosophers consider
philosophy and literature to be two polar
opposites because their understanding of
truth is different. Hence, some have
considered philosophy to be the “mother
discipline” (Skylas, 2014: 9). Mulla Sadra's
transcendental wisdom began a new
chapter in the history of Islamic
philosophy. In fact, transcendental
wisdom was a response to the political,
social, and cultural conditions and
requirements of the Safavid era (Emami-
Juma'ah, 2004: 51). In other words, Mulla
Sadra's new philosophical thought even
influenced matters such as poetry and
poetics. The proof of this claim can be seen
in the book "The Transcendental Imagery™
by Dr. Mahmoud Futohi. As the title of the
book suggests, The Transcendental
Imagery tries to prove that Saib Tabrizi
was influenced by Mulla Sadra's idea of
transcendental wisdom and that the
spread of this idea during the Safavid era
was to the point where poets like Saib has
influenced. The combination of poetry and
philosophy may appear contradictory. Yet
this convergence emerges within a society
that has long distanced itself from strict
rationality, where poetry, intelligence,
feeling, and emotion have come to
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dominate the cultural, social, and political
discourse. In such a context, Eastern
passion animates the city and reshapes its
intellectual landscape. Under this
condition, a researcher and author stands
tall with such a claim and boldly writes
such a book. However, in the literary and
philosophical discourses of the West, the
confrontation between poetry and
philosophy has become a pleasant and
meaningful interaction (Futohi, 1401: 15).
Building on this assumption, the author
turns to the poetry of Saib Tabrizi and
examines the traces of such a connection
in Persian literature of the Safavid era, a
task in which he appears to have been
successful. In the following section, the
transcendental imagery will be discussed
and critically evaluated.

To do so, these questions will be
addressed: What is the formal and content
structure of the book? Has this research
been able to achieve the interaction and
connection  between  poetry  and
philosophy? And has the author been able
to prove his claim or has he encountered
contradictions?

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

1.The title of the book, while being poetic,
is indicative of the book's content and
directs the reader's mind towards Sadr'i
philosophy and its connection with poetic
imagery in Saib's poetry. But there is a
subtle point here. It seems that the title is
more general than it seems.

2 .Itis expected that by expressing Sadrian
reading of Saib Tabrizi's thoughts, all of
Saib's works will be examined, while the
author has only paid attention to this
poet's ghazals.
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3. The allusion in the title is also
noteworthy, one meaning that the imagery
has a transcendent and spiritual aspect
that is very beautiful and poetic, and the
other meaning is the same meaning that
the author intended, by examining the
imagery in Saib's poems, to find the
theoretical foundations of Mulla Sadra's
transcendental wisdom.

3. Discussion
1 .How can poetry, and especially ghazals,
be a source of knowledge?

2 .Is the imagination that Mulla Sadra talks

about the same imagination that is
discussed in literature?

3 .The title of the book The

Transcendental Imagery is a poetic and
beautiful title and indicates a literary
discussion of the wisdom of the
transcendental world, but not all
imaginations have been examined in detail
and most of the emphasis is on metaphor
and exaggeration.

4. Conclusion

What was gained from examining the book
The Transcendental Imagery can be
categorized as follows: First, creating a
new paradigm in reading Indian-style
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poetry that analyzes the poetry of the
Safavid period from a new theoretical
perspective. Previously, readings were
often either literary and rhetorical or
historical and social. This book boldly uses
philosophy as a key to interpreting poetry,
showing that the conceptual and figurative
complexities of Saib's poetry are rooted in
metaphysical foundations. Second, the
philosophical interpretation of key
metaphors, in such a way that the author
has been able to transform Sadra's
abstract concepts into a tool for analyzing
the images and themes of Saib's poetry
and introduce a new reading into the
realm of literature.
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