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Abstract

Manifestos are texts typically produced by political, social, cultural, or literary
groups or parties to critique dominant ideologies in society and offer new
definitions thereof. A prime example is the manifestos of leftist parties in Iran,
which emerged under the influence of Marxist-Leninist teachings and sought to
redefine the boundaries between art (literature) and ideology. The Tudeh Party
Manifesto is the most significant manifesto produced by leftist parties in Iran.
Following the literary doctrine of the Communist Party (Socialist Realism), it
characterized literature as a tool for criticizing capitalism, engaging in class
struggle, and raising consciousness among the subordinate class, thereby
establishing a new framework for producing artistic (literary) works.This
research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to examine the
influence of Marxist-Leninist thought on the literary perspectives and opinions
of Ehsan Tabari, as the foremost theorist of the Tudeh Party in Iran, by studying
his works. The findings indicate that despite Ehsan Tabari's strong commitment
to the Communist Party's literary manifesto, due to being directly influenced by
Marx's ideas, he occasionally adopts a critical view towards it and is not its
absolute follower.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Manifesto writing, as one of the most
important intellectual and cultural tools in
the modern era, has played a fundamental
role in shaping political, social, and literary
movements. Manifestos are typically
written with the aim of critiquing the
existing order and presenting a fresh
vision for the future, thereby redefining
fundamental concepts in various domains.
In contemporary history, prominent
examples such as Marx and Engels'
Communist Manifesto, Breton's Surrealist
Manifesto, and Sartre's existentialist
declarations demonstrate the capacity of
this genre of writing to alter the course of
thought and art. In Iran as well, manifesto
writing entered the literary sphere, and
modernist movements sought to critique
traditions and propose new principles for
artistic ~ creation  through literary
declarations. Among the most important
of these manifestos is the Tudeh Party's
literary manifesto, which was directly
influenced by Marxist-Leninist teachings
and Soviet socialist realism. This manifesto
introduced literature as a tool for class
struggle, critiquing capitalism, and raising
awareness among the lower Cclasses,
thereby providing a new framework for
literary production in Iran. The present
research, focusing on the ideas of Ehsan
Tabari, the most prominent theoretician of
the Tudeh Party, aims to examine the
extent of his influence on Marxist
teachings in literary criticism.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method
This research employs a qualitative
approach based on documentary and
historical analysis. First, primary sources,
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including Ehsan Tabari's works, especially
his articles and literary critiques, were
studied to extract his theoretical
framework and views on literature and
ideology. Then, utilizing secondary
sources such as books, articles, and
studies related to the Tudeh Party and
leftist movements in Iran, the historical
and social context of the formation of
literary manifestos was examined. Content
analysis was used to identify
philosophical-political and literary
components in the texts, and efforts were
made to reveal similarities and differences
between the Soviet Communist Party's
literary manifesto and the Tudeh Party's
manifesto. In this process, data were
systematically categorized and analyzed
comparatively to clarify the extent of
Tabari's influence from Marxist-Leninist
teachings ~ while  highlighting  his
intellectual independence. Given the lack
of comprehensive research in this area,
the present study emphasizes a
combination of theoretical analysis and
historical examination. Thus, the research
methodology is built on document
collection, critical content analysis, and
comparative analysis to provide a clear
picture of the position of the Tudeh Party's
literary manifesto in the history of
contemporary Iranian literature.

3. Discussion

The research findings indicate that Iranian
literary manifestos, particularly the Tudeh
Party's literary manifesto, were directly
influenced by Marxist-Leninist teachings
and Soviet socialist realism. In these
manifestos, literature is defined not as an
independent realm but as a tool for class
struggle, critiquing capitalism, and raising
awareness among the lower classes.
Principles such as representing social
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truth, optimism and hope for a socialist
future, and education in the service of the
party are among the most important
components of this style. The Tudeh
Party's manifesto, in addition to being
influenced by the Soviet Communist Party,
sought to adapt to Iran's social and
cultural conditions. The presence of
writers such as Nushin and Bozorg Alavi
alongside Tabari made this literary
movement one of the most important
factors in shaping modern and critical
literature in Iran before the 1979
Revolution. Overall, the Tudeh Party's
literary manifesto is a prime example of
the fusion of politics and literature in
contemporary Iranian history. However,
Ehsan Tabari, as the Tudeh Party's
foremost theoretician, while adhering to
the Soviet Communist Party's literary
manifesto, adopted a critical approach in
some cases. He emphasized dialectical
materialism and the connection of
literature to social reality, avoiding the
reduction of art to mere propaganda, and
stressed the necessity of preserving
aesthetic values alongside political goals.
This perspective allowed Tabari to
maintain relative independence in literary
criticism despite his loyalty to party
ideology.

4. Conclusion

The present research demonstrates that
Iranian literary manifestos, especially the
Tudeh Party's literary manifesto, were
formed in a specific historical and social
context directly influenced by Marxist-
Leninist teachings and Soviet socialist
realism. These manifestos defined
literature not as an independent realm but
as a tool for class struggle, critiquing
capitalism, and raising awareness among
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the lower classes. Consequently, modern
Iranian literature in the decades before the
1979  Revolution  became  seriously
intertwined with politics and ideology.

Ehsan Tabari, as the Tudeh Party's most
important theoretician, adhered to the
principles of the Soviet Communist Party's
literary manifesto but took a critical
approach in some instances. He
emphasized the necessity of linking
literature to social reality but warned
against the danger of reducing art to mere
propaganda. This outlook enabled Tabari
to preserve relative independence in
literary criticism despite his loyalty to
party ideology and contributed to
redefining the relationship between art
and politics in Iran.

In summary, the Tudeh Party's literary
manifesto, beyond its influence from the
Soviet ~ Communist  Party, sought
adaptation to Iran's social and cultural
conditions and became one of the key
factors in shaping critical and modern
Iranian  literature.  This  manifesto
exemplifies the integration of politics and
literature in contemporary Iranian history,
and its study can enhance understanding
of ideology's role in the transformation of
Iranian literature.
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