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consequences, the concept of spatial justice has gained increasing importance as a cornerstone
of balanced tourism development. Despite emphasis placed on justice in policies and planning
documents, its practical realization still faces serious challenges. This paper aims to identify
and analyze barriers to realization of spatial justice in tourism based on a systematic review of
related scholarly research. Methodology: Applying a qualitative approach, 78 related
academic papers were analyzed using a three-stage coding procedure through Atlasti software.
Findings: The analytical process resulted in, 325 open codes, 16 axial codes, and 6 selective
codes based on which, the barriers to achieving spatial justice in tourism can be explained
within six main clusters: concentration of power and dominance of a market-oriented
perspective; anthropocentrism and absence of post-humanist approaches; weaknesses in
policymaking, implementation, and stakeholder participation; insufficient justice-oriented
knowledge, research, and education; deficiencies in governance and regulatory; and
environmental impacts alongside inherent tensions between tourism development and the
goals of social and spatial justice. Conclusion: The results reveal a profound gap between the
discourse of spatial justice in tourism and its practical realities a gap that cannot be attributed
solely to policy inefficiencies, but rather is rooted in prevailing intellectual, value-based, and
structural foundations of tourism development. Originality and Value: The novelty of this
study lies in offering an integrated and systematic portrayal of barriers to achieving spatial
justice in tourism, moving beyond one-dimensional, policy-centric analyses by simultaneously
addressing epistemic, normative, institutional, and environmental dimensions.
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1. Introduction

In recent decades, tourism has become one of the
world’s largest economic sectors; however,
beyond its developmental potential, it has
generated significant spatial, social, cultural, and
environmental impacts. In  many contexts,
tourism development has failed to advance justice
or empower local communities, instead
intensifying inequalities, environmental
degradation, and local exclusion from
development outcomes largely due to the
dominance of economically driven policy
approaches that marginalize social and
environmental concerns.

Justice, long central to philosophical and social
inquiry, entered geography and urban planning
debates in the late twentieth century and has since
gained increasing prominence in planning theory
and tourism studies, where scholars call for
ethical and justice-oriented frameworks to
reassess tourism’s role in shaping social and
spatial relations. Despite tourism’s potential to
promote justice, empirical evidence shows that
these outcomes are rarely realized. While existing
studies identify various structural, managerial,
and social barriers, the literature remains
fragmented and lacks a systematic framework.
Accordingly, this study aims to identify and
conceptualize the barriers to the realization of
spatial justice in tourism through a qualitative,
interpretive review.

2. Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, interpretive
approach and applies a systematic review to
examine barriers to spatial justice in tourism.
Following PRISMA guidelines, a systematic
search of the Web of Science database using
justice- and tourism-related keywords identified
78 relevant articles published between 1990 and
2025 after title, abstract, and full-text screening.
The selected studies were analyzed through
qualitative content analysis using a three-stage
coding process (open, axial, and selective),
resulting in 325 open codes, 16 axial codes, and
6 selective codes representing the main barrier
dimensions. Analytical rigor was ensured through
iterative coding, constant comparison, and

validation against existing literature and expert
review. Despite reliance on English-language
secondary sources, the systematic design
strengthened the robustness of the findings.

3. Research Findings

Analysis of 78 articles through open, axial, and
selective coding identified six core barriers to
spatial justice in tourism: concentration of power
and market-oriented logics producing structural
inequalities, anthropocentrism and absence of
post-humanist approaches marginalizing non-
human elements, future generations, and socio-
cultural diversity, weaknesses in policymaking,
institutional arrangements, implementation, and
stakeholder participation, deficiencies in justice-
oriented knowledge, research, and education,
managerial and environmental challenges arising
from tensions between economic growth,
environmental protection, and spatial justice, and
inherent  contradictions between dominant
tourism development models and social and
spatial justice objectives

4. Conclusion

Spatial justice in tourism involves the equitable
distribution of benefits and burdens, yet tourism
can both promote justice and reproduce
inequalities. Based on a systematic review of 78
articles, six key barriers were identified: market
dominance, anthropocentrism, weaknesses in
policymaking and stakeholder participation,
deficiencies in justice-oriented knowledge and
education, managerial and environmental
challenges, and inherent tensions between
tourism development and social and spatial
justice.

Overall, a persistent gap exists between justice-
oriented discourse and practice. Addressing this
requires rethinking economic and human-
centered logics and adopting  critical,
interdisciplinary perspectives. Future research
should develop mechanisms to overcome these
barriers and support the realization of spatial
justice in tourism.
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