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Abstract

Abu Torab Khosravi's novel, The Ravi River (Rood-e Ravi), marks a significant
departure from literary realism and formalistic language games, presenting the
"word" not merely as a conventional sign but as an independent, corporeal entity.
Drawing on a "post-critical® framework and Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s
phenomenology, this study investigates how language metamorphoses into the
primal matter of creation within the text. The core objective is to elucidate the
process by which language transcends its role as a representational tool to
become the constitutive essence of a self-sufficient world. By synthesizing the
mystical cosmology of Ibn Arabi with modern narrative strategies, Khosravi
establishes a unique "textual ontology" where the power of genesis transfers from
the sacred realm to the author’s pen. Through the analysis of concepts such as
"word incarnation” and 'linguistic spatiality," this research demonstrates the
collapse of ontological boundaries between the human subject and the text;
within this system, bodies assume a textual nature, and cities manifest as layered
archives. The findings reveal that in The Ravi River, writing is synonymous with
living and constitutes the very act of existence. This ontological turn repositions
the reader from an external interpreter to an inhabitant of the linguistic realm,
offering an unmediated experience of a world where death is simply erasure from
the page, and immortality is inscription within the chronicles (Tazkirehs).
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Iranian narrative literature has historically
oscillated between realist and modernist
domains in which language is regarded as
a transparent medium for meaning or
consciousness. Abu Torab Khosravi's The
Ravi River breaks away from this linguistic
dependency, reconfiguring language as
the creative source of existence. This
conceptual transition calls for a post-
critical reading that surpasses traditional
textual deconstruction and ideological
critique. Following Brian McHale'’s
distinction between “epistemological
dominant” and “ontological dominant,”
The Ravi River, embodies the latter; its
concern is not with the knowledge of
reality but with the linguistic constitution
of reality itself. Rita Felski's argument in
The Limits of Critique reinforces this
approach by emphasizing affective
presence over suspicion-driven reading.
Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology,
particularly his notion of “the Flesh,”
provides the framework for describing the
intertwining of body and text, subject and
world. Within this novel, words have
substance and physical gravity; they shape
the destiny of characters and materialize
the very environment they inhabit. This
introduction thus situates the research
within a theoretical nexus that treats
language not as a vessel of representation
but as existential matter—where to speak
and write is to exist.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method
The present study adopts an interpretive
analytic model grounded in the post-
critical approach and phenomenological
method. It draws theoretical insight from
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Brian McHale’s framework of ontological
dominance in postmodern fiction and Rita
Felski's concept of textual affectivity,
analyzing the way The Ravi River manifests
the immediacy of linguistic presence.
Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy of “the Flesh”
serves as the phenomenological basis,
allowing embodiment and textualization
to be examined through experiential
modes rather than semiotic abstraction.
The research proceeds through -close
reading of representative passages,
identifying how spatial, corporeal, and
narrative elements intertwine to form a
unified linguistic ontology. Rather than
seeking hidden allegorical meanings, the
analysis focuses on the palpable, lived
relationship between body, text, and
reader, articulating how writing performs
creation within the novel’s world.

3. Discussion

Findings indicate that The Ravi River,
converts the act of writing into a
phenomenological event—a literal
instantiation of existence. Words in the
narrative cease to be symbolic; they gain
heft, energy, and motion, thereby reifying
the textual world as physical experience.
The boundaries separating human
corporeality, textual inscription, and
urban or geographic space collapse:
bodies take on a scriptural identity, and
cities transform into archives. The reader
participates not as an observer but as a
dwell-er within the linguistic continuum.
Death and disappearance are depicted as
erasures, while survival becomes a matter
of textual persistence. Through this lens,
Khosravi's narrative realizes a fusion of
mystical ontology and modern textual
self-reflexivity, enabling writing to serve
as one continuous act of creation. Hence,
living, writing, and existing converge
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within the phenomenological body of
language; text becomes the habitat of life
itself.

4. Conclusion

The discussion affirms that Khosravi's
work  revolutionizes  the literary
relationship between language and reality,
undermining traditional mimetic
paradigms. Employing the analytical triad
of McHale, Felski, and Merleau-Ponty, the
study demonstrates that language in The
Ravi River embodies the force of creation.
Words transform into autonomous
entities, bridging subject and world, and
reconfiguring narrative time and space.
This ontological re-centering extends
Persian fiction into a new philosophical
domain wherein reality does not precede
the text but arises from it. Consequently,
composition and existence are
inseparable; the author assumes divine
creative agency through the act of writing.
The novel invites readers into a space
where metaphysical truth unfolds through
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linguistic experience, positioning
phenomenological perception as the
ultimate form of storytelling. The
conclusion contends that such linguistic
embodiment opens new horizons for
Iranian narrative philosophy by reinstating
writing as both an existential and
transcendent act.
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