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Abstract
Surrealism, as one of the important literary and artistic movements of the twentieth
century, with its emphasis on the unconscious and its ability to reveal truth beyond
reality, provides a powerful tool for the psychological analysis of characters and the
representation of the complexities of the human mind. By using techniques such as free
association, dreaming, and automatic writing, this school makes it possible to break the
boundaries between reality and imagination and thereby to uncover the hidden layers of
the mind and repressed emotions. The main goal of this research is to examine the
psychological layers of the narrative and the mentality of the main character. As such,
the first question is how the author of Orad-e Nimruz, through the representation of the
unconscious and surrealist techniques, narrates the inner journey of the protagonist,
Bahman, with an emphasis on the effects of family relationships and psychological
crises. Another fundamental question is whether the narrative structure of the work has
been able to draw the boundary between the unconscious and reality in a convincing and
interpretable manner. Findings show that Orad-e Nimruz, through the use of surrealist
techniques and its focus on the unconscious, has presented a complex and multilayered
image of the human psyche, emotional crises, and attempts at liberation. In this work,
the narrative transforms external reality in a completely subjective and symbolic manner
and renders the representation of the unconscious central to the narrative.
Keywords: Surrealism, Unconscious, Freud, Dream, Mansour Alimoradi’s Orad-e
Nimruz.
Introduction

Orad-e Nimruz by Mansour Alimoradi vividly depicts the capacity of surrealism to
reflect inner human realities. The main character, Bahman, in search of Malek
Mohammad, encounters a world of events and penetrating perceptions that, in a way,
represent his psychological conflicts and unconscious processes. His journey into the
desert, as a symbol of inner exploration, is not only an attempt to escape the crises in his
marital life, but also a way to confront his repressed fears and hopes. This novel creates
a surrealistic atmosphere in which the boundary between reality and imagination is
blurred, leading the reader to reflect on unconscious forces and their effects on the
protagonist’s personal life.

The purpose of this article is to conduct an in-depth analysis of the effects of the
unconscious and its relationship with the narrative elements in Orad-e Nimruz. By using
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psychoanalytic theories and surrealist analysis, authors aim to achieve a precise
understanding of how the unconscious affects different levels of Bahman’s personality.
Therefore, the main issue of this research is how Bahman’s unconscious desires, fears,
and interactions create various manifestations in his behavior and decisions, and how
these elements influence the reader’s understanding of his character and experiences.
Finally, the research seeks to present how the unconscious plays a role in shaping
human behavior and how the literary functions of surrealism can lead to a deeper
understanding of human emotions and experiences.

Research Questions and Methodology

The research method in this article is analytical-interpretive. Using library resources,
the novel Orad-e Nimruz is analyzed and interpreted based on the teachings of
surrealism and Freudian psychoanalysis. First, key concepts related to surrealism (such
as the unconscious, dreams, free association) and Freudian psychoanalytic theories
(including the structure of the mind, defense mechanisms, and dream interpretation) are
explained. The aim of this stage is to establish a coherent theoretical framework for the
analysis of the novel. Second, surrealist elements in the novel are identified and
examined in an attempt to provide answers to the following questions:

1. How do surrealist principles and techniques (such as free association and
automatic writing) manifest in the representation of the protagonist’s unconscious, and
how does this representation affect our understanding of his behavior and thinking?

2. Through what mechanisms do the unconscious and dreams transform and
surrealize reality in Orad-e Nimruz, and what effects do these transformations have on
the protagonist’s decisions, emotions, and everyday behavior?

Findings and Conclusion

Although Orad-e Nimruz is not, in the absolute sense, a fully developed work in the
surrealist school, through its intelligent use of the fundamental components of this
movement—especially the centrality of the unconscious and the use of techniques such
as sudden scene changes, narrative ambiguity, and non-linear narration—it has
succeeded in blurring the boundary between reality and imagination in the reader’s
experience. With a psychological and symbolic approach, authors have tried to lay bare
the complex layers of Bahman’s mind and invite the audience to reflect on his
unconscious dimensions and inner conflicts.

In this novel, the desert is not merely a geographical zone, but a reflection of the
protagonist’s psychological existence and the hidden layers of his mind. Bahman, who
is entangled in emotional frustrations arising from an identity crisis, childlessness, and
disrupted relations with his wife Parisa, searches for profound meaning in the heart of
the desert—a path that represents a combination of his inner and outer journey.
Bahman’s unconscious actions are embodied through dreams, nightmares, and
interactions with symbolic characters such as the priestess and the primitive man,
functioning as projections of the protagonist’s repressed desires and fears. Therefore,
many events and behaviors of the main character arise from the logic of the unconscious
rather than from conventional rational laws.

By using free association, stream of consciousness, and the representation of the
world of dreams and symbols, the author creates a multilayered structure. This
multidimensional narrative enables an interaction between history, myth, and
psychology, allowing the reader to decode the protagonist’s internal contradictions and
conflicts. The formation of surrealistic images in Bahman’s mind indicates the
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projection of desires, fears, and failures onto the elements and characters of the story, all
rooted in his unconscious.

Ultimately, Orad-e Nimruz shows how surrealist elements can be an effective tool
for exploring and expressing the depths of the human psyche, where the unconscious
becomes the main reference point for characters’ actions and experiences, and the
narrative becomes a space for representing psychological crises, repressions, and
unfulfilled desires. The explicit and dynamic presence of the unconscious and surrealist
techniques in this work not only enriches its literary value, but also opens the way for
extensive psychological and intertextual analyses.

Using the potentials of surrealism and rereading the mental structure of the character,
Orad-e Nimruz clearly shows how the unconscious can simultaneously guide the
narrative and provide a ground for deep reflection on fundamental psychological and
contemporary human issues. This approach offers broad capacities for linking literature
and psychology for researchers of contemporary literature.
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