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Abstract

The present study investigates the phenomenon of honor killing using the
method of thematic analysis. The main objective of this research is to gain a
deeper understanding of the factors associated with honor killings in the
southern region of Kerman province. Given the cultural, social, and
psychological complexities of this phenomenon, this study seeks to identify key
themes related to honor killings by extracting themes and conducting in-depth
interviews with victims, their families, and the perpetrators. A network-based
approach was employed for thematic analysis, following the process of
converting text into concepts. The extracted themes include: the main theme,
organizing theme, and finally the overarching theme. These themes are: strong
dominance of tradition, male intimidation, local nature of security personnel,
virtual social networks, forced marriage, tribal enmity, double deviance,
asabiyya (tribal solidarity/zeal), the valuation of revenge, preference for male
children, and neglect of women's emotions. Overall, the data indicate the
influence of conflicting values within the studied society, which are
incompatible with traditional values of the region, such as restricted
intergender relations, prejudice, honor-based protectiveness, etc.
Consequently, tradition resists in order to survive, and in doing so, employs its
most severe tool: killing. Ultimately, this leads to various overt and covert
confrontations between tradition and its stakeholders on one hand, and the
resilient female identity on the other
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