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This research explores the role of art in attaining "Existenz" from Jaspers’
perspective. The central question concerns how art may assist human beings in
realizing this dimension of existence. The significance of the study lies in its

May 18, 2026 attempt to articulate the value of art beyond aesthetic pleasure, interpreting it
instead as a way of confronting truth and establishing a connection with the
Transcendent. By emphasizing the metaphysical function of art in shaping
existential consciousness, the research aims to bridge the conceptual gap
between aesthetic and epistemological approaches to the value of art. Employing
a descriptive- analytical method, the present study investigates the value-
Keywords: cognitive dimension of art through an analysis of Jaspers’s key concept such as
Art, Authentic Existence, | Existenz, symbol, boundary situation, and Tragic Insight, with particular
Karl Jaspers, Cipher, attention to the genre of tragedy. The finding indicate that, in Jaspers’s view, art
Cognitive Value of Art. serves as a fundamental medium for disclosing the concealed layers of reality and

awakening existential awareness, thereby fostering philosophical self-
understanding and the experience of the transcendent.

“Corresponding Author: Narjes Moradi
Address: PhD Candidate in Philosophy of Religious Email: narciss.m1988@gmail.com
Art, University of Religions and Denomination Art,
Qom, Iran.

Narjes Moradi, Mehdi Hamidi Parsa, Mohammad Hosain Saranjam. Art as a Path Towards Existenz in Jaspers’
Thought



mailto:Narciss.m1988@gmail.com

Volume 4. Issue 1. Spring & Summer 2026. Pages 107 to 126.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Why should we read novels, watch films,
listen to music, and contemplate painting?
Is art merely a form of entertainment or
amusement? If that were so, how is it that
existentialist  philosophers such as
Kirekegaard, Marcel, Sartre, and Camus
turned to writing dramas and novels, or
Heidegger devoted himself to interpreting
Van Gogh'’s ‘A pair of Shoes’, or Jaspers
analyzed tragedies like ‘Hamlet and
Oedipus’ and concluded that "tragedy is
not enough'? These questions mark the
starting point of a discussion that
highlights the significance and value of art
from the perspective of existentialist
thinkers.

Can art help us know ourselves better,
understand the meaning of life, and attain
our authentic existence? Existentialist
philosophers regard art as possessing a
cognitive function and assign it a
significant place in human life. They
consider art not merely as an aesthetic act
but as a mode of being and a means of
apprehending authentic existence.

In line with the special importance and
value that these thinkers attribute to art,
the questions of this study are: How can
art help human being in understanding
and realizing authentic existence? What is
Jaspers’s view of art, and what role does he
ascribe to it in human life?

The purpose of this study is to explain
the role of art in attaining authentic
existence so as to demonstrate the
axiological (value based) significance of art
from Jaspers’s point of view, focusing on
two main areas:

1 .Explaining art as a "medium for the

manifestation of symbols" in the
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illumination of being through aesthetic
experience.

2. Analyzing the epistemic value of art in
the exchange of “tragic knowledge”, with
particular emphasis on the genre of
tragedy.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

The present research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach and is
based on library resources and theoretical
texts, particularly Karl Jaspers’s thoughts
on the art of tragedy as elaborated in
"Tragedy Is Not Enough". In this study, the
key concepts of Jaspers's philosophy
related to art and authentic existence are
extracted and analyzed from his
philosophical writings to clarify the
relationship between these two domains.
This clarification is carried out through
the analysis of such concepts as Existenz,
symbol, boundary situation, and Tragic
Insight.

3. Discussion

What elevates art in Jaspers’s philosophy
from a mere "aesthetic" category to an
"existential necessity" is its capacity to
transcend the limitations of "conceptual
language". Jaspers believed that reason
and formal language falter when
confronted with existence; thus, art, as
"another language", fills the gap present in
rational cognition.

In this regard, art is not a simple

representation but a ‘"reconstructed
boundary situation” that places the
audience in a state of "choice". The

fundamental difference of this perspective
from others lies in that, according to
Jaspers, art is not an "instrument for
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creating meaning” but a "medium for
manifestation"-a medium where that artist
and the audience, not as two separate
subjects, but in an existential relationship,
experience "being" together. Therefore,
any encounter with an artwork that lacks
this existential quality remains merely at
the level of Dasein.

4. Conclusion

The present study confirms that, within
Jaspers’s philosophical system, art is one
of the most strategic tools for
transitioning from existential passivity
towards  authentic  existence.  Art
represents boundary situations as
"existential jolts" for contemporary
humanity, and by transcending rational
limitations, it facilitates the experience of
the transcendent within the life world.

Research suggestions: Given the existing
lack of attention in specialized Jaspers
scholarship to Jaspers’s theories on art, it
is suggested that future research move
beyond purely philosophical topics. It
should explore the capacities of Jaspers’s
perspective on art and aesthetics, such as
their application in the process of creating
and interpreting artworks. This would
elucidate how art, in human daily life, can
lead to an awakening and heightened
consciousness of one’s being.
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The present research indicates that art, in
Jaspers’s thought, functions as an
"intermediary structure” that elevates the
human from the level of "Dasein” (objective
existence) to the level of "Existenz"
(authentic existence). The finding suggest
that art possesses the capacity for
realizing authentic existence four primary
layers:

Ontological  Layer:  Representing
boundary situations to break through
everyday routine.

Epistemological Layer: Employing
symbolic and metaphorical functions to
articulate ineffable experiences (the
transcendent).

Ethical-Existential Layer: Inciting the
subject towards choice, responsibility, and
identity reconstruction.

Communicative Layer: Creating a
dialogical space for authentic encounter
among subject.
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