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Drawing on an interdisciplinary approach and a conceptual analysis of Kafka's
novels, the present study seeks to demonstrate how Kafka is the great discoverer
of State of exception that Agamben theorizes in his philosophy. According to

May 18, 2026 Agamben, the camp, as the embodiment of this state of exception, is the paradigm
of the modern world. What marks this condition is its ambiguity and
indeterminacy. This indeterminacy of the exceptional situation extends to the
very concept of law: a law that, although issues no definite rule or prescription,
can nevertheless attain an all-encompassing totality through a “being in force
without significance”; a law that is exercised in its very non-application. For

Keywords: Agamben, resisting the indeterminacy of law (a law devoid of any specific

Kafka, Agamben, command), this pure contentless force, requires a new understanding of action;

indeterminate spaces, an understanding that can be found only in Kafka’s writings. In a fragmented

messianic time, action, world where objects and persons have become “dislocated”, Kafka's protagonist
law. departs from the classical model of the hero to confront this exceptional and

indeterminate state. Yet if the Kafkaesque figure continually encounters
indeterminate situations, then no definite transcendental standpoint is ever
proposed. On the contrary, for Kafka, every point or position—everywhere and
nowhere—may simultaneously serve as “trap/salvation.” One of the implications
of this study is that the image of Kafka as a passive and isolated writer giving way
instead to a liberatory Kafka in whose works every point and every minute may
become a site of messianic emergence.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Perhaps more than anything else, it is the
tension between Kafka’s personal life and
the orthodox Marxist conception of
“political action” that has led to his being
accused of passivity and political inertia; a
critique that dominant discourse has
likewise directed at Agamben. Agamben’s
very mode of thinking and living is often
criticized as passive, even evasive. What
we are inclined to conceive as “political
activism”—a head-on confrontation with
the state, the law, or sovereign power;
explicit protest against oppression,
injustice, or inequality—is largely absent
from the Agambenian form of life. Given
the centrality of notions such as
potentiality and inoperativity in his
philosophy, he might even be regarded as
a kind of “political non-activist”.

Yet, setting aside this prevailing view,
one could instead argue that his
philosophy is saturated with what Deleuze
and Guattari call lines of flight. As
Agamben explains, flight carries a political
valence, not in the sense of escape but as
“the indication of a movement on the spot
within the situation itself,” precisely
because there is nowhere else to which
escape would be worth the effort. It is this
very “line of flight,” this “motionless
movement in place,” that, in Agamben’s
view and in Kafka's writings, renders
radical action possible: the sole
fundamental act, the only form of politics
to come, in a world where the state of
exception has become the general rule.

In a sense, the problem addressed in the
present essay is the relation between
“action” and “state of exception”; a
situation that is at once both “inside” and
“outside” the law. In other words, in a
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world where the law has neutralized the
very concept of action, in a situation
where “decision” has become impossible,
how might one reactivate a form of action
or decision? How might one set into
vibration, within this homogenizing
continuum of linear time, that time of
redemption—the messianic moments?

Through his reading of Kafka’s texts, such
as “In the Penal Colony,” the great
discoverer of the concentration camp, and
the prophet of the Nazi plague, Agamben
concurs with Deleuze in separating Kafka
from existentialist interpretations, from
the figure of the “writer of solitude, guilt,
and personal failure.” The present essay
seeks to uncover such a Kafka: to locate
that point at which his words begin to
vibrate in contact with messianic
moments—that very Kafka of whom
Deleuze says that he is the most comic and
joyful writer that has ever existed.

2. Purpose, Literature

Review, and Method

The present research, adopting an
interdisciplinary approach and proceeding
through a conceptual analysis of Kafka’s
novels, seeks to demonstrate how Kafka
emerges as the great discoverer of that
state of exception of which Agamben
speaks in his philosophy. This comparative
study articulates the view that, as Milan
Kundera suggests, the ideas of
philosophers often appear centuries
earlier in the novels of writers. In this
sense, the novel itself comes to appear as
a form of thinking.

3. Discussion
1. From Agamben’s perspective, the
primary task of a genuine revolution is not
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merely to “change the world,” but more
fundamentally to “change time.” In Walter
Benjamin, the concept of messianic time
refers to those instants that explode the
homogeneous, linear, and progressive flow
of time from within, just as the miracles of
Christ rupture the linear continuum of
events. Kafka’s stories narrate the
meticulous and obsessive temporality of
the law, a temporal regime that fully
permeates the field of life and becomes
indistinguishable from it. Yet the
Kafkaesque world also preserves within
itself a redemptive dimension that
disrupts this temporal ordering, such that
moments of life appear as interruptions
and gaps .

2. Agamben speaks of a form of

“profanation” in Kafka; one that is
intimately bound to messianic
redemption. If the sacred is that which
belongs exclusively to the sphere of the
divine, then profanation constitutes a
liberation of the sacred from this divine
appropriation, thereby throwing the
boundary between the sacred and the
profane into crisis. As Agamben writes:
“Profanation, however, neutralizes what it
profanes. What was once unavailable and
separate loses its aura once it is profaned
and is returned to the sphere of use "....

3. Accordingly, in the face of the

inhumanity of the demonic powers of
bureaucracy, becoming-animal emerges
as Kafka’s immanent and liberatory
response. No longer is he compelled to
traverse the repetitive and exhausting
routes of the office, endlessly
synchronizing  his conduct  and
dispositions with its rigid temporal
schedules. We know well that Gregor
Samsa, prior to his transformation into a
gigantic insect, was constantly checking
train timetables so as not to miss them.
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Now, as an insect, he no longer requires
the train or its timetable. This is precisely
the felicitous condition in which, as
Agamben suggests, “means” are released
from their subordination to “ends,” and
“work” is transformed into “play ".

4. What renders a Kafkaesque
protagonist such as K. in The Castle a
figure of agency and transformation
(contrary to Lukacs’s portrayal of their
passivity and sterility) is that K.’s driving
force is not the supplication for a place
granted by the Castle in which he might
dwell. On the contrary, as a land surveyor,
he revolts against the territorial
demarcations and boundary-impositions
of the Castle. From the Castle’s
perspective, he is a rebel, precisely
because he refuses to submit to pre-
established limits. Crossing boundaries
grants him a fluid identity, one perpetually
in the process of becoming; and K.s
restless activity makes clear that he is far
from idle; he is constantly in motion,
continually displacing himself.

4. Conclusion

The present study has sought to distance
itself from the image of Kafka as an
isolated and passive figure, as portrayed by
orthodox Marxists such as Lukacs as well
as by existentialist interpretations, and
instead to bring into view a Kafka from
whose lines a messianic light shines forth.
From this perspective, the traditional
concept of “action” must be set aside, and
one must instead move closer to
Agamben’s interpretation of Aristotle’s
notion of potentiality, which potentiality
refers to the capacity “not to do”.

This extraction of the concept of action
from the cycle of terms such as process,
procedure, execution, and actualization
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constitutes the aim of such readings of
Kafka. It is at this point that, in Agamben’s
terms, means are liberated from
determinate ends and, in a kind of childlike
playfulness, are transformed into toys.
This becoming-toy is another expression
of the concept of “sabotage,” whereby
objects are removed from their habitual
and functional roles and come to
experience forms of alterity and
difference. In Agamben’s language, “limbo”
can be understood as an indifference
toward the idea of salvation, an
indifference that leads to the deactivation
of the powerful theological machine of
Christianity and the economy of
redemptive exchange.

In conclusion, Kafka’s stories are replete
with figures of travelers. What is
powerfully tangible in his writings is not
only the crushing sense of immobility
within confined and constricted spaces,
but also his insistence on the vivid fantasy
of spatial freedom and liberation; fantasies
that set his characters in motion and
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transform them into impassioned
travelers. Who, then, could still call Kafka
a poet of stasis and immobility when such
figures of travel are dispersed throughout
his works? These travelers continue to
carry within themselves a desire for
movement, for crossing boundaries and
calendars alike.
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