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Accepted: Purpose: This study aimed to explore the antecedents that influence the community-based

implementation of environmental protection policies. Method: Adopting a deductive—
inductive approach, the research is applied in purpose and exploratory in nature. The statistical
population consisted of actors in the environmental protection sector and academic experts in
public policy, from whom 18 participants were selected through purposive sampling. In the
qualitative phase, data were collected using semi-structured interviews, and in the quantitative
phase through a questionnaire. In the quantitative part, validity and reliability were confirmed
using content validity and test-retest methods. Interview data in the qualitative phase were
analyzed using thematic analysis. In the quantitative phase, the extracted antecedents were
prioritized and confirmed using the fuzzy Delphi technique. Findings: The findings led to the
identification of 12 antecedents, prioritized as follows: 1- Public advocacy, 2- Construction of
sustainability discourse, 3-Empowerment of the non-governmental sector, 4- Effective
facilitators, 5- Responsible private sector, 6- Environmental risks, 7- Socio-economic
infrastructures, 8- Formation of a post-development approach, 9- Enhancement of
environmental skills and awareness, 10- Formation of environmental sustainability
approaches, 11- Mindsets and values, 12- Legal—political infrastructures. Conclusion and
recommendations: Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed:
providing positive feedback to communities after receiving instrumental and emotional
support; strengthening knowledge sharing among active NGOs; developing a government-led
document for the community-based implementation of environmental protection policies;
designing an action plan for private sector participation in the formulation and implementation
of environmental policies; and developing indicators to assess the effectiveness of
environmental protection laws.
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Extended Abstract

separately. The statistical population in the
qualitative and quantitative sections includes
experts who are environmental protection
activists and policy-making academic experts. In
the qualitative stage, semi-structured interviews
were conducted with sample members to collect
data. In the quantitative part, a questionnaire was
used to collect data. In this step, the determined
factors were arranged in the form of a
questionnaire using a five-point Likert scale.

3. Research Findings

In Iran, various policies have been implemented
in the field of environmental protection, but if the
government considers itself to be without the
need for social participation in their
implementation, these policies will certainly
remain obsolete. In this regard, the management
systems of society must take the necessary steps
to implement these policies through social
participation. Considering the benefits of a
community-based approach and the requirement
for society to move towards green development
and the importance of the position of
environmental protection, this research sought to
explore and prioritize the antecedents of
community-based implementation of
environmental protection policies with a mixed
approach (qualitative-quantitative). In addition to
identifying the antecedents and prioritizing these
factors, it will provide readers with a general
picture of the wuse of this approach in
implementing environmental protection policies.
In the qualitative stage, 12 drivers of the
formation of a post-development approach, the
formation of environmental sustainability
approaches, environmental risks, socio-economic
contexts, mentalities and values, legal-political
contexts, improving environmental skills and
awareness, empowering the non-governmental
sector, sustainability  discourse, effective
stakeholders, responsible private sector, and
advocacy. Public were determined as antecedents
affecting the implementation of community-
based environmental protection policies. In the

1.

2.

Introduction
Policy general an important driver for progress

and requirement basic course new civilization it
is human. Among the procedures that shape
special in years recent with expansion
technological revolution information and
communication and the emergence of different
concepts of governance public participation has
been considered. Various approaches to
participation have been expressed, including the
community-based approach. The community-
based approach has a wide range of goals around
enhancing empowerment, social cohesion, and
identifying the root causes of problems and
involving the majority of communities in
decision-making processes, management, and
resource utilization. Therefore, the gaps in the
implementation of government-based approaches
can be filled in the implementation of
community-based policies if used properly, and
the community can be mobilized alongside the
government to implement various policies.
Among these policies are the policies formulated
for environmental protection. Policymaking
environmental protection consequently
complexities and subtleties it has; which is it?
Thematic  multifaceted, conversion done
therefore, and given the importance of using
community capacity in implementing formulated
policies, the present study intends to examine the
antecedents affecting the implementation of
community-based environmental protection
policies, in order to identify these antecedents and
prioritize them, and to provide suggestions for
realizing the wuse of this approach in
implementing environmental protection policies.

Research Methodology
This research is mixed in terms of methodology
and is in the inductive and deductive paradigm. In
terms of purpose, it is applied and in terms of
method, it is exploratory research. According to
the research strategy, its stages include two parts:
qualitative and quantitative, which are stated
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guantitative phase, while confirming these factors
with the help of the fuzzy Delphi technique by
research experts, the aforementioned antecedents
were prioritized, and the result of prioritization
was as follows: 1: supportiveness general 2:
sustainability discourse 3: empowerment of the
non-governmental sector 4: effective partners 5:
responsible private sector 6: environmental risks
7: socio-economic contexts 8: formation of a
post-development approach 9: promoting
environmental skills and abilities 10: formation
of environmental sustainability approaches 11:
mentalities and values 12: legal-political
contexts.

4. Conclusion

This research, with a diagnosis of the problem in
the field of implementing environmental
protection policies, tries to introduce a
community-based model for public participation
in implementing the aforementioned policies, so
that through this and with the participation of the
community, a great asset called the environment,
which is being destroyed, can be properly
protected. Therefore, in order to protect the
environment, the following should be considered:
redesigning the procedure for developing and
implementing environmental protection policies,
taking into account the role of the community in
the development, developing indicators for
evaluating the effectiveness of environmental
protection laws, and developing appropriate
regulations to support individual participation in
implementing environmental laws.
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