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Abstract

The Palestinian issue is one of the most complex and long-standing
unresolved issues in the international system. Various solutions have been
proposed to resolve it, including the Two-State Solution, the Israel-
Palestine Confederation, the One Democratic State, the Jordanian Option,
and the Trump Plan. However, none of these initiatives has achieved the
desired outcome. Despite Israel’s gradual withdrawal from the peace
negotiation process and the acceleration of settlement construction in the
West Bank, it appeared that the Abraham Accords and the prospect of the
normalization of relations between Saudi Arabia and Israel could provide
the basis for returning the Palestinian issue to Israel’s foreign policy agenda.
Nevertheless, the October 7 attacks and their security consequences
halted this process and created the conditions for the resurgence of the
discourse of Greater Israel and the proposal of the full annexation of the
West Bank and even the Gaza Strip. This study seeks to answer the
following question: What factors have led to the removal of the Palestinian
issue from Israel’s foreign policy agenda? The research hypothesis is that
the interaction of three main factors—the rise of the right-wing movement
and its discourse in Israel, particularly after the assassination of Yitzhak
Rabin; the continuation of the Palestinian—Israeli conflict, of which
Operation Al-Agsa Flood is the most recent manifestation; and the regional
and international consequences of these developments—has, through a
multilayered effect, contributed to the marginalization of the Palestinian
issue in Israel’s foreign policy. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical
method based on media data.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: The Palestinian issue has been one of the most significant unresolved
crises in the international system over the past decades, and numerous political
initiatives have been proposed to resolve it. However, none of these initiatives has
succeeded in producing a sustainable solution. Although the peace process
effectively stalled after the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and the expansion of
Jewish settlements in the West Bank continued at an accelerated pace, regional
developments such as the Abraham Accords and the prospect of normalization
between Saudi Arabia and Israel fostered the perception that the Palestinian issue
might once again emerge as a central component of Israel's foreign policy (Efron &
Gottesman, 2020: 11). Nevertheless, the developments following 7 October,
combined with the rule of Israel's most conservative government under Benjamin
Netanyahu and the influence of Smotrich and Ben-Gvir, set Israel on a different
trajectory and elevated security-oriented policymaking to an unprecedented level. In
a historic and symbolic move, a parliamentary majority opposed any recognition of
Palestine as an independent state, while the dominant right-wing discourse in Israel
increasingly advocated the full annexation of the West Bank and even the Gaza Strip.
At the regional level, the emergence of a multi-front war after 7 October provided
both a justification for adopting stringent security measures to prevent potential
threats near Israel's borders and, following developments such as Hezbollah's
weakening in Lebanon and Bashar al-Assad's departure from Syria, reinforced a
sense of historical victory within Israel. In this context, Israel sought to eliminate any
possibility of the establishment of a Palestinian state adjacent to its borders.
Consequently, alongside military operations in the Gaza Strip, it extended Operation
Iron Wall to the West Bank and initiated the construction of a border barrier with
Jordan. At the international level, increasing pressure from global actors, particularly
Western states, to end the offensive in Gaza and the recognition of the State of
Palestine by some of them prompted Isracl to adopt an even more aggressive
approach aimed at eliminating any remaining prospects for Palestinian statehood.
Accordingly, plans to double the number of settlers in the West Bank and expand
settlement construction—measures likely to render earlier peace initiatives
unfeasible—were rapidly placed on the Israeli agenda in an effort to neutralize
potential political pressures from Western governments.

Research Question: What factors led to the removal of the Palestinian issue from
Israel's foreign policy agenda?

Research Hypothesis: The convergence and interaction of three principal factors
facilitated this process: first, the strengthening of right-wing currents and their
security-oriented discourse in Israeli domestic politics, particularly after the
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin; second, the continuation of the Palestinian—Israeli
conflict, of which Operation Al-Agsa Flood represents the latest manifestation; and
third, the growing prominence of the discourse surrounding Palestinian statehood at
the international level. The intersection of these variables within a multilayered
process further reinforced Israel's security-centered approach and led to the exclusion
of Palestinian statethood—Ilong considered a red line by Israel's Revisionist and
national-religious camps—from the foreign policy framework established during the
Labor era.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework: This study is theoretical in nature and
aims to qualitatively explain the factors that contributed to the removal of the
Palestinian issue from Israel's foreign policy agenda. Employing an explanatory
approach rooted in the theoretical framework of neoclassical realism, it draws on
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rational argumentation and analytical reasoning derived from documentary research
based on both primary and secondary sources to account for this phenomenon.
Research Findings: Although the Israeli—Palestinian peace process was not pursued
with great seriousness following the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, the discourse
surrounding the two-state solution continued to appear in the statements of figures
such as Benjamin Netanyahu until 2015. Over time, however, this discourse was not
only removed from Israel's foreign policy agenda, but the issue of Palestinian
statehood was also entirely excluded. At present, the recognition of Palestine holds
no place within Israel's decision-making apparatus. To explain this shift, it is
necessary to consider not only regional and structural factors but also domestic
dynamics. In this regard, neoclassical realism provides a suitable analytical
framework. At the domestic level, the rise of right-wing movements and the
ideologies associated with Ze'ev Jabotinsky and Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook played
a significant role. Over the past three decades, these currents have expanded their
influence over Israeli foreign policymaking through the patronage networks
established under Netanyahu. At the regional level, successive wars and, most
recently, Operation Al-Agsa Flood contributed to the removal of the discourse of
Palestinian statehood from the policy agenda. At the international level, growing
European pressure and the recognition of Palestine by a number of states, coupled
with Israel's rejection of such initiatives, further reinforced this trend.

Conclusion: The combination of changes at the domestic, regional, and international
levels led Israel to completely remove the recognition of a Palestinian state from its
foreign policy agenda. Such a course of action has undoubtedly generated, and will
continue to generate, significant consequences for Israel that merit further scholarly
investigation. These potential consequences include the erosion of Israel's regional
and international standing, setbacks in the process of normalization with regional
actors, the loss of economic, political, military, and cultural gains in the region, and
even the possibility of sanctions imposed by states and international organizations.
Keywords: Neoclassical Realism, Operation Al-Aqsa Flood, Revisionist
Movement, Two-State Solution, Israel, Palestine.
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