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Abstract

China’s emergence as a major power in the economic, military, technological,
and diplomatic spheres has elicited diverse responses from the members of the
Group of Seven (G7). Adopting an analytical-comparative approach and drawing
on Stephen Walt’s Balance of Threat Theory, this study examines G7 members’
strategies toward the rise of China. The main research question is how G7
members have responded to China’s rise and what differences and similarities
exist among their strategies. The findings indicate that G7 members share
concerns regarding China’s trade practices, human rights issues, and expanding
military capabilities, while differing in how they respond to Beijing. The United
States has adopted a more competitive and balancing-oriented approach,
whereas Japan, owing to its geographical proximity and security concerns,
demonstrates a stronger tendency toward balancing China. By contrast,
Germany and France, while recognizing China as a strategic challenge,
emphasize the importance of maintaining economic engagement with Beijing.
The United Kingdom and Canada have likewise sought to balance their security
considerations with their economic interests. Overall, the study finds that G7
members’ strategies toward China constitute a combination of balancing,
competition, engagement, and conditional cooperation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Since its establishment, the Group of Seven (G7) has played an
important role in coordinating and shaping the economic and political policies of
major industrialized countries and in influencing global debates on international
issues. However, the emergence of new economic powers, particularly China, has
posed significant challenges to the position and role of the G7. Over the past two
decades, China has emerged as one of the most important actors in the international
system through the rapid expansion of its economic, military, technological, and
diplomatic capabilities. This transformation has generated diverse responses among
traditional powers, particularly the G7 members. While some members increasingly
perceive China as a challenge to the existing international order and to their security
interests, others, especially the European members, consider maintaining economic
engagement with Beijing essential. Against this background, examining the
similarities and differences in G7 members’ strategies toward the rise of China is of
particular importance.

Research Question: The main research question is: How have G7 members
responded to the rise of China, and what differences exist among their strategies
toward Beijing?

Research Hypothesis: The study hypothesizes that G7 members’ strategies toward
the rise of China combine balancing, competition, and engagement, while differences
in the intensity and form of these strategies are shaped by the level of perceived
threat, geographical proximity, and degree of economic dependence on China.
Accordingly, the greater the threat posed by China is perceived to be, the stronger a
country’s tendency toward balancing policies is likely to become. Conversely,
greater economic interdependence with China encourages a stronger preference for
maintaining engagement and cooperation.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework: This study adopts an analytical-
comparative approach and draws on Stephen Walt’s Balance of Threat Theory to
examine the strategies of G7 members toward the rise of China. According to this
theory, states do not necessarily balance against the most powerful actor; rather, they
balance against the actor they perceive as posing the greatest threat. The level of
perceived threat is determined by four principal factors: aggregate power,
geographical proximity, offensive capability, and perceived offensive intentions.
From this perspective, China’s growing capabilities alone cannot fully explain the
responses of G7 members. Rather, differences in their perceptions of the Chinese
threat, combined with their levels of economic dependence and distinct geopolitical
positions, shape the type and intensity of their responses.

Findings: The findings indicate that despite significant differences in the intensity
and form of their responses, G7 members share concerns regarding several
dimensions of China’s rise. First, China’s trade practices constitute one of the major
areas of common concern. G7 members have expressed criticism of state support for
Chinese firms, extensive subsidies, alleged violations of intellectual property rights,
and practices perceived to create an uneven competitive environment in global
markets. These concerns have provided a basis for greater policy coordination and
economic pressure on Beijing. Second, human rights issues remain an important
component of G7 members’ policies toward China. Human rights conditions in
regions such as Xinjiang and Tibet, as well as restrictions on political and civil
liberties, have received sustained attention in the positions adopted by G7 countries.
Third, China’s expanding military capabilities and growing presence in strategically
important areas of East Asia, particularly in relation to Taiwan and the South China
Sea, have contributed to a heightened perception of threat among some G7 members.
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This factor is particularly significant for the United States and Japan and has
encouraged a stronger tendency toward balancing policies.

Nevertheless, substantial differences exist among G7 members. The United States
has adopted a more competitive and balancing-oriented approach, employing
economic, technological, diplomatic, and alliance-based instruments to constrain
China’s growing power and influence. Japan, owing to its geographical proximity
and direct security concerns, particularly regarding Taiwan and maritime disputes,
has also demonstrated a stronger tendency toward balancing China. By contrast,
Germany and France, while recognizing China as a strategic challenge, emphasize
the importance of maintaining economic engagement with Beijing because of their
extensive economic interdependence. The United Kingdom and Canada have
adopted relatively intermediate positions, seeking to balance their security
requirements with their economic interests.

Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that China’s rise has generated a degree of
limited strategic convergence among G7 members; however, this convergence has
not resulted in a uniform strategy toward Beijing. Differences in geographical
proximity, economic dependence, and assessments of China’s capabilities and
intentions have led G7 members to adopt strategies ranging from security balancing
and strategic competition to economic engagement and conditional cooperation.
From the perspective of Balance of Threat Theory, these differences can be explained
largely by variations in the level of threat that individual G7 members perceive from
China. Thus, G7 members’ strategies toward China should be understood neither as
comprehensive confrontation nor as extensive cooperation, but rather as a
combination of balancing, competition, engagement, and conditional cooperation in
response to the rise of a major new power in the international system.

Keywords: G7, Rise of China, Balance of Threat Theory, Balancing, Conditional
Cooperation, Competition.
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