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Accepted: The extensive political, social, and economic transformations and the
1404-04-04 changes in human philosophical outlooks during the early twentieth
century profoundly affected the sphere of art and literature through the
emergence of modernism. After the 1960s, these developments
gradually gave rise to postmodernism. Today, several decades later and
with the worldwide expansion of this movement, signs of
postmodernism can be observed in contemporary Persian literature,
particularly in novels such as Dog and the Long Winter by Shahrnush
Parsipur. As one of the prominent works addressing social and political
issues, the novel clearly displays various characteristics and features
associated with postmodernism. In addition to providing a content
Keywords: analys_is of Dog and the Long Winter, this_study ado_p_ts a descripti_ve-
Postmodernism: analytical approach and draws upon the views of critics and theorists
Novel: Dog and the of postmodern literature to identify and examine key postmodern
Long Winter; elements, including the juxtaposition of styles and genres,
Uncertainty; Collapse | indeterminate and plural endings, ambiguity and uncertainty, the
of Grand Narratives. | collapse of grand narratives, and metafictional devices and techniques.
The ambiguity and uncertainty that permeate the novel reflect the inner
confusion and anxiety of both the narrator and the author. To represent
her ontological disorientation, the narrator employs postmodern
techniques such as narrative expansion, omission of parts of the story,
interruptions in the narrative flow, and the creation of dramatic scenes.
Through works characterized by postmodern features, the author seeks
to convey her ideological concerns indirectly to the reader.
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1. Introduction

Narrative devices and techniques employed in a genuinely postmodern manner must serve the
purpose of critically exploring the dilemmas of contemporary life and the culture of modern
society. Otherwise, in the absence of thought-provoking content, postmodernism loses its
justification and degenerates into a mere framework for producing inferior fiction. Without an
organic relationship between form and content, such narratives fail to achieve lasting impact
(Payandeh, 2019, pp. 234-235). Accordingly, this study seeks to investigate the major postmodern
features manifested in Dog and the Long Winter and to examine how these mechanisms are
employed to articulate the ideological meanings embedded in the novel, taking into account its
socio-political context and ideological content.

Dog and the Long Winter effectively portrays the interplay between reality and imagination while
reflecting the challenges of contemporary human existence. Narrative discontinuity and the
fragmented structure of the plot provide readers with an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding
of the characters’ experiences and the social tensions surrounding them. Moreover, the use of
postmodern techniques such as uncertainty and the weakening of grand narratives challenges
conventional modes of storytelling and creates a space for multidimensional explorations of
various issues. Such characteristics make the novel more engaging and encourage readers to reflect
more deeply on social and cultural conditions. The novel’s strong social and political themes
mirror the intellectual transformations of contemporary Iranian society and invite reflection on
questions of power and class conflict. Therefore, studying this work as a postmodern text offers a
fresh perspective on Persian literature and its challenges.

2. Research Questions and Methodology

This study is theoretical in nature and is based on library research. The collected data are analyzed
using a descriptive-analytical method. To this end, Dog and the Long Winter was carefully
examined, and all postmodern features present in the novel were identified. Each feature was then
described and analyzed with reference to textual evidence in an attempt to answer the following
questions:

e Which postmodern features are employed in Dog and the Long Winter?

« How do metafictional techniques such as narrative expansion and interruption contribute

to the transmission of ambiguity and uncertainty in the novel?

In what ways do narrative discontinuity and the fragmented plot structure influence the reader’s
understanding of the characters and their experiences?

3. Findings and Conclusion

Through its deployment of postmodern devices, Dog and the Long Winter creates a complex and
multilayered narrative space that encourages readers to reflect upon profound social issues. The
blending of genres and styles gives rise to an unstable structure and a variety of fragmented
narratives, thereby facilitating a multidimensional understanding of the themes addressed in the
novel. This characteristic clearly demonstrates Parsipur’s inclination to move beyond conventional
and linear forms of storytelling.

The collapse of grand narratives, one of the central features of postmodernism, conveys a sense of
uncertainty to the reader. By creating tension and ambiguity between reality and imagination, the
novel provides opportunities for readers to engage with the characters’ struggles, which are closely
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connected to broader social problems. This interaction between reality and fantasy creates a
framework for posing deeper philosophical and social questions.

Furthermore, class conflict and power relations are portrayed with considerable artistic
sophistication. By offering insights into the relationship between power and social structures, the
author presents a vivid picture of the social and political complexities of her time. Such
representation does not merely generate superficial impressions in the reader’s mind; rather, it
prompts reflection on the consequences of those relationships and institutions.

By employing postmodern techniques, Parsipur successfully achieves a balance between tense
narratives and fundamental social ideas, demonstrating how postmodern devices can be utilized to
illuminate and interpret social realities.
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