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Abstract

Romanticism has been an influential literary movement in Iranian
literature from the Constitutional era to the present day. Traces of this
movement can be found in the works of many contemporary poets.
Given the distinctive condition of Iranian society, which has
experienced a transition from tradition to modernity, and considering
that Romanticism in Europe itself emerged from a similar period of
transition, the inclination toward Romanticism has become particularly
pronounced in the modern era. Mohammadreza Torki, a contemporary
ghazal poet, is among those whose poetry exhibits Romantic
characteristics. Childhood and the longing to return to it, feelings of
alienation and loneliness, nostalgia for the past and traditional values,
admiration for pre-modern customs, the sense of estrangement
experienced by modern humanity, opposition to urban life and its
manifestations, and the idealization of rural life are among the
Romantic elements present in his poetry. Employing a descriptive-
analytical approach, the present study examines these Romantic
features in Torki’s poetry. Findings point toward the clear
manifestation of various dimensions of Romanticism in the works of
this poet.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Romantic movement, with its distinctive characteristics, leaves its imprint on the work of
almost every poet, “even one regarded as socially committed and concerned with the realities of
his time, usually and naturally possesses, to some extent, elements of Romanticism” (Hamidian,

2002, p. 29).

Mohammadreza Torki is likewise one of the contemporary Iranian poets in whose works the
manifestations of Romanticism are evident. He stands in opposition to modernity, finds little
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appeal in the achievements of modern civilization, and turns instead toward the past, cherishing
the “lost time.” The longing to return to childhood, depictions of alienation and loneliness in the
modern age, the portrayal of modernity as a tragic era, nostalgia for the past and traditional values,
praise of pre-modern customs, emphasis on religious faith and belief, the alienation of modern
humanity, opposition to urbanization and its manifestations, and the idealization of rural life
constitute some of the Romantic aspects of his poetry. These Romantic features are examined in
the present study through a descriptive-analytical approach.

2. Research Questions and Methodology
The present study is based on library research, and the data have been collected through a
descriptive-analytical method. By examining sources related to Romanticism and the poetry of
Mohammadreza Torki, the manifestations of Romanticism in his poetry have been described and
analyzed. This research attempts to answer the following question:
e What are the manifestations and characteristics of Romanticism in the poetry of
Mohammadreza Torki?

3. Findings and Conclusion

An examination of Mohammadreza Torki’s poetry reveals the strong presence of Romantic
elements, indicating that his poetry displays a distinct Romantic orientation. Various
manifestations of Romanticism are observable in his works. Some of his poems express a longing
for childhood, one of the fundamental principles of Romanticism. The Romantic poet is
perpetually in search of the lost time of childhood. Alongside this, feelings of alienation,
loneliness, and Romantic melancholy are prominent in his poetry. He portrays modern humanity—
removed from the purity of nature and trapped within industrialized life—as lonely and sorrowful.
Another aspect of Torki’s Romantic inclination is his nostalgia for the past and traditional values
and his admiration for pre-modern customs. For him, the pre-modern era represents the ideal
utopian world, and he mourns its disappearance while rejecting the values associated with
modernity. He regards modern individuals as alienated and deprived of identity—people who have
abandoned the values of the pre-modern age and have instead clung to fragile substitutes in the
modern world.

His opposition to the city, which symbolizes modernism, is likewise consistent with his romantic
outlook. Like the Romantic writers and poets, Torki is weary of urban life and places his affection
in the countryside, nature, and the simplicity of rural existence.
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