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Extended Abstract aims to clarify these means and to answer
. the question of why the degree to which

1. Introduction people benefit from Qur'anic guidance is

The Holy Qur’an possesses multiple layers not the same.

of guidance, and benefiting from them This topic is important because,

requires deep understanding and practical
adherence to its teachings. Certain causes
and obstacles may strengthen or weaken
one’s understanding of and benefit from

although the Qur’an is the same for all,
people benefit from its guidance to
different degrees. This study therefore
examines the causes of this difference,

Its verses. with particular attention to practical
This study focuses on the practical factors alongside cognitive ones.
means of benefiting from the layers of Although the subject has been

Quranic  guidance, with particular
emphasis on Surah al-Baqarah and
selected sayings from Nahj al-Balaghah. It

discussed in a scattered manner in
exegetical, hadith, and theological works,
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no comprehensive study appears to have
examined all of these factors together.

Being a “Guide” is one of God’s active
attributes and encompasses all creatures;
however, each being is guided in
accordance with its nature. Among them,
only humans and jinn possess free will and
can, through their choices, bring about
positive or negative consequences in their
destiny.

2. Methods

This research is documentary and library-
based. It was conducted using note-taking
techniques and a descriptive-analytical
method, through reference to the verses
of Surah al-Bagarah and selected
statements of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) in Nahj al-Balaghah.

3. Results

Actions, thoughts, and even intentions all
have effects. Guidance and misguidance
are likewise the results of prior causes.
The Quran is the Book of guidance and
contains within itself the answers to
questions concerning the path of
guidance. Through deep reflection and
acting upon its teachings, a person can
increase his or her share of its guidance.

The Prophet and the Ahl al-Bayt also
stand in the position of explicating the
Quran. Imam Ali, introduced by the
Prophet as the most knowledgeable
among the Companions in religious
matters, is therefore a key source through
whom one may benefit from Qur’anic
teachings by referring to hadith and
exegetical texts.

According to the findings, alongside
cognitive factors such as knowledge,
certainty, and faith, practical means such
as worship, remembrance of God,
righteous deeds, unity, and proper
engagement with and adherence to the

Quran also play a significant role in
benefiting from its guidance.

Avoiding distortion, refraining from
accepting only parts of religion, and
practicing asceticism (zuhd) also lead to
the subtler forms of Quranic guidance.
Tagwa, according to Imam Ali, is the
principle of benefiting from the Qur'an and
the connecting link between theoretical
faith and the practical guidance of the
Qur’an.

Benefiting from the guiding teachings
of the Qur'an itself is also among these
factors. Within the framework of this
initial guidance, God sent the Prophet to
recite the verses, purify souls, and teach
the Book and wisdom. These functions
prepare the ground for understanding the
Quran, and accepting them leads to
increased knowledge and greater benefit
from Qur’anic guidance.

Divine will govern creation and human
guidance. God has given people fitrah,
reason, and revelation to lead them toward
faith and righteous conduct; yet benefiting
from the Qur'an depends on human
receptivity: those who follow the Quran
and the Infallibles move toward
perfection, while those dominated by their
desires remain deprived.

The Qur’an and hadith identify patience
as one of the principal pillars of guidance
and a source of goodness, because the
path of truth is difficult, and patience is a
condition for guidance and for receiving
unseen divine assistance. Success,
whether on the individual or social level, is
likewise impossible without patience.

Because of their infallibility and direct
connection to revelation, the Infallibles
possess a deeper understanding of the
Quran than ordinary people. Their
explanations enrich Qur’anic
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understanding, and Imam Ali’s description
of the Prophet’s Household as the leaders
of truth and guidance highlights their
central role in interpreting the Qur’an and
realizing its guidance.

4. Conclusion
Divine guidance may be divided into three
categories:

1, universal ontological guidance, which
encompasses all beings.

2, legislative guidance, which is specific
to free-willed beings and is attained
through revelation, though the possibility
of misguidance also exists alongside it as a
result of ego-driven tendencies.

After legislative guidance is given, those
who knowingly accept and follow it
become worthy of further guidance,
whereas those who reject the truth are left
to sink deeper into misguidance through
punitive abandonment or istidraj.
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