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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

For a speaker's words to be properly
understood, it is essential to pay attention
to the clues that accompany their speech.
One of the most important of these clues
is context (siyaq), neglecting which can
lead to a misunderstanding of the text. On
the other hand, in the Holy Qur'an, verses
are divided into two categories: clear
(muhkam) and ambiguous (mutashabih),
and what distinguishes ambiguous verses
is their semantic complexity and difficulty.
By putting these two points together, it
can be understood that the role of context
in understanding ambiguous verses is far
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more prominent than in clear verses.
Although most commentators have paid
attention  to context in  their
interpretations, this attention is more
visible in the Qur'an-by-Qur'an
interpretive method than in other schools
of thought. However, due to the different
nature of clear and ambiguous verses, the
necessity of paying attention to textual
context in the latter category becomes
twofold. The present study seeks to show
to what extent attention to context has
been influential in interpreting
thematically ambiguous Verses
(mutashabihat ma'nawi), and whether by
relying on this connected clue, a more
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acceptable understanding of these verses
can be achieved.

2. Research method

This research has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical approach. Data
were collected by referring to library
sources and using note-taking techniques
from major commentaries of both Shi'a
and Sunni schools (farigayn). By selecting
and examining examples of thematically
ambiguous verses, the author has
categorized the views of commentators
and evaluated them from the perspective
of consistency or inconsistency with
context. The main goal has been to clarify
which interpretations are more aligned
with the textual context of the verses.

3. Results

What emerges from comparing the views
of commentators is that whenever context
has been properly used in analyzing
ambiguous verses, the interpretive
conclusions have also been more
acceptable and robust. In the verse
concerning "saq" (Qalam 42), context
showed that this expression is a metaphor
for the intensity of the punishment on the
Day of Judgment, not a physical attribute
for God. In the verse concerning
"nadhirah" (Qiyamah 23), context proved
that the intended meaning is awaiting
divine blessing, not seeing God with
physical eyes. Also, in the verses
concerning "ayn" (Taha 39) and "yad" (Sad
75), context clearly indicated the meaning
of divine care and power, not material
body parts. In short, wherever
commentators have adhered to context,
their analysis has been consistent with
other linguistic, theological, and Qur'anic
clues, and major disagreements in
interpretations  often  stem  from
inattention to this same textual context.

4. Conclusion

Summarizing what has been obtained from
examining the Qur'anic examples, it can be
argued that context is not a secondary or
auxiliary clue, but rather the very first and
most essential tool for approaching
thematically ambiguous verses. However,
a subtle but important point is that paying
attention to context never means merely
looking at the word before or after; rather,
the commentator must grasp the
atmosphere governing several verses or
even the entire surah and extract the
speaker's main intention from within the
sentences. Many of the disagreements
seen throughout the history of
interpretation between different schools
stem from the different ways of engaging
with context. Some commentators have
taken it so seriously that they have even
changed the grammatical role of words
based on it (such as "ila" in the Qiyamah
verse, which shifted from a particle to a
noun), while others have drifted so far
from context that they have produced
interpretations inconsistent with neither
the Arabic language nor with established
theological principles. Therefore, if we
wish to reach an understanding close to
the divine intention in interpreting
ambiguous verses, we have no choice but
to place context at the forefront as a
guiding principle, not as a secondary
recommendation. Then we will see that
many apparent contradictions between
verses are resolved, and a more coherent
and deeper meaning of God's word is
achieved.
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