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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the fundamental theological tenets
in Sunni schools of thought is the belief in
the justice (‘adalah) of all companions
(Sahabah) of the Prophet (peace be upon
him). This belief has led to the
unconditional acceptance of the words
and actions of the companions without the
need for scrutiny and has become the
basis for authenticating narrators and
many fatwas of Sunni scholars. In contrast,
Shiism distinguishes between just and
unjust companions and evaluates their
conduct against the Qur'an and the
Prophetic tradition (Sunnah). Despite
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previous research focusing mostly on
narrations or historical aspects, a gap
existed in examining and critiquing all
Qur’anic proofs cited by Sunnis. This
article aims to critique those proofs and
demonstrate their insufficiency for
establishing the justice of all companions,
employing a descriptive-analytical
method and library-based data collection.

2. Methods

This research employs a documentary and
library-based method, utilizing note-
taking techniques to gather data from
Quranic exegeses (tafasir), theological
(kalami) and lexical works of both Sunni
and Shia traditions. The research method

Email: somayehmahdieh@gmail.com

Hossein Vaziri, Somayeh Mahdiyeh, Saeed Ahmadi Fard. A Critique of the Sunnis’ Citation of Qur’anic Verses to
Prove the Justice of All Sahabah (Companions of the Prophet)

Volume 2. Issue 2. Serial Number 4. Autumn & Winter. 2026. Pages 81 to 96.



https://doi.org/10.22080/qhs.2026.6549
mailto:somayehmahdieh@gmail.com

Volume 2. Issue 2. Serial Number 4. Autumn & Winter. 2025. Pages 81 to 96.

is  descriptive-analytical: ~ first, the
concepts of “Companion” (Sahabi) and

“Justice”  (‘adalah)  are  explained
linguistically and terminologically within
both Islamic traditions; then, the five main
Qur’anic verses cited by Sunnis (Q. 48:18,
9:100, 3:110, 2:143, and 8:64) are
independently examined and critiqued.

3. Results

The findings show that the term “Sahabah”
is not a Shari (divinely-legislated) term but
a conventional term among the Shari‘a
followers (mutasharri‘ah), and there is
significant disagreement among Sunnis
regarding its definition (ranging from
merely seeing the Prophet to long-term
companionship with faith). Furthermore,
“justice” in  Imami  jurisprudence
essentially reverts to two main definitions
(an inner quality [malakah] or the
performance of obligations and avoidance
of prohibitions), whereas among Sunnis it
is mostly defined as apparent good
conduct (husn al-zahir) and the
predominance of obedience.

Examining the verses:

e Q. 48:18 (Bay‘at al-Ridwan - the
Pledge of Good Pleasure): Only
includes the believers who were
present at that pledge; God’s
pleasure is tied to that specific
time and that specific act. It does
not cover all companions, nor is
it eternal. Moreover, the term

“believers” indicates that
hypocrites are excluded.
e Q 9100 (al-Sabiqun al-

Awwalin - the Foremost): Only
includes the foremost Emigrants
(Muhajirun) and Helpers (Ansar)
from the period before the
Conquest (Fath) or the Battle of
Badr, as well as those who
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followed them in righteousness
(bi-ihsan). There is serious
disagreement among Sunni
exegetes regarding its referents;
therefore, it does not imply all
companions.

e Q 3:110 (Khayr Ummah - the
Best Community): Addressed to
the entire community
collectively, not individually, and
the goodness is conditional
upon enjoining good, forbidding
evil, and believing in God. Thus,
its implication is not the justice
of each individual.

e Q. 2:143 (Ummatan Wasatan - a
Middle Community): The word
“wasat” here does not mean
“just”  (‘adl), but  rather
“moderate and balanced” - in
contrast to the excess and
deficiency of previous nations.
Again, the address is to the
community collectively.

e Q. 8:64 (Hasbuka Allah - Allah is
Sufficient for You): Has a
specific occasion of revelation
(before the Battle of Badr) to
encourage the small number of
Muslims present at that time. It
cannot be generalized to all
companions across all eras.

Therefore, none of the five verses
indicate the justice of all companions. At
most, they prove the justice of a specific
group of righteous believers under
particular conditions - the evidence is
narrower than the claim (akhass min al-
mad‘a).

4. Conclusion
The theory of “the universal justice of all

companions” lacks an explicit and valid
Qur’anic basis. In the Qur’anic view, justice
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is an acquired attribute conditional upon
continuous faith and righteous action, not
an intrinsic or ascribed quality merely by
being a companion or seeing the Prophet.
Hence, only the justice of a group of
companions can be proven, and it cannot
be absolutely generalized to all of them.
The Qur'anic perspective on the
companions is selective and descriptive,
not devotional and universal. This
conclusion necessitates a re-evaluation of
the basis for authenticating narrators and
the authority (hujjiyyah) of the
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Understanding Quran studies (UQS)
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