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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The phenomenon of asylum in the con-
temporary world is among the most com-
plex legal-humanitarian crises, facing seri-
ous challenges regarding normative legiti-
macy and the scope of state obligations.
Although international refugee law,
through binding instruments, has sought
to regulate minimum protection for asy-
lum-seekers, emerging crises demon-
strate the inadequacy of purely contrac-
tual approaches. Re-examining revelatory
sources with a structural approach can
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contribute to the development of indige-
nous models for protecting asylum-seek-
ers. Verse 6 of Surah At-Tawbah, among
the most explicit Quranic texts on grant-
ing aman, possesses the capacity to pro-
vide a coherent normative system regard-
ing asylum. The core research question is
whether this verse merely signifies an ex-
ceptional ruling within a specific historical
context or possesses a rule-based and
generalizable structure. The objective of
this article is to extract the “Quranic Pro-
tocol of Asylum” through an analysis of the
verse’s linguistic and legal layers and its
comparative assessment with the funda-
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mental principles of contemporary refu-
gee law. Existing literature reveals that
analyses related to this verse have pre-
dominantly focused on thematic exegesis
or the jurisprudence of jihad, and its impli-
cations as a legal institution of asylum have
not been systematically examined.

2. Research method

This research was conducted using a de-
scriptive-analytical method, employing li-
brary and documentary sources. Data col-
lection was carried out through note-tak-
ing from authoritative exegetical, jurispru-
dential, and international legal sources.
Data analysis is based on a lexical-struc-
tural analysis of the verse’s key terms, an
examination of selected exegetical per-
spectives, and a comparative assessment
of the findings against contemporary ref-
ugee law standards.

3. Findings

The research findings indicate that verse 6
of Surah At-Tawbah possesses a four-
stage structure for the protection of asy-
lum-seekers, commencing with istijarah
(request for asylum), leading to fa-ajirhu
(immediate granting of safe conduct), con-
tinuing with hatta yasma‘a kalama Allah
(guaranteeing the right to awareness and
free choice), and culminating in thumma
ablighhu ma’'manahu (safe transfer and
prohibition of refoulement). The lexical
analysis reveals that istijarah is a voli-
tional-legal act that, upon realization, cre-
ates a binding obligation for the authority
in power. Fa-ajirhu is an imperative verb
denoting obligation and immediacy, delin-
eating the boundary between a state of
war and protection. Hatta yasma‘a kalama
Allah introduces the objective of granting
asylum beyond saving life to include rais-
ing awareness and guidance, while
thumma ablighhu ma'manahu elucidates
the obligation of safe transfer and its con-
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formity with the principle of non-re-
foulement.

A comparative assessment of the
Quranic Protocol with the principles of in-
ternational refugee law reveals significant
overlaps: the principle of inherent human
dignity, non-aggression and non-re-
foulement, and the guarantee of safety of
life and property constitute fundamental
points of commonality. Structural differ-
ences are also noteworthy; the Quranic
Protocol is based on a duty-oriented and
ethics-driven logic, with its enforcement
guarantee comprising a combination of di-
vine responsibility, governmental over-
sight, and public oversight (al-amr bi-1-
ma ruf wa-l-nahy ‘an al-munkar), which
creates a broader supervisory capacity
compared to purely contractual mecha-
nisms.

Moreover, the scope of the mustajir is
wider than the definition in the 1951 Con-
vention, encompassing various victims of
injustice and insecurity. From a jurispru-
dential perspective, the granting of aman
is not exclusive to the ruler; any Muslim
can grant asylum, as the Prophet (PBUH)
stated: “The lowliest of them is responsible
for the protection of others”.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, verse 6 of Surah At-Tawbah,
far from being a case-specific ruling, pos-
sesses a normative and generalizable
structure that can serve as a coherent pro-
tocol in the field of asylum. The verse’s im-
plication, as a normative rule, elucidates
that the ultimate goal of Islam is the ex-
pansion of justice through the elimination
of ignorance and the provision of equal
opportunity for free choice. The extracted
conceptual model has the capacity for ap-
plication at various levels: at the jurispru-
dential level for deducing contemporary
asylum rulings, at the policy-making level
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for drafting national legislation, at the dis-
cursive level for inter-systemic dialogue
between Islamic law and international ref-
ugee law, and at the cultural level for en-
hancing public acceptance of refugees in
Muslim societies. Realizing this potential
requires further research in the fields of
comparative jurisprudence and Islamic in-
ternational law.
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