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Extended Abstract

1. Problem Statement and

Research Background
The Holy Qur’an, as the final divine revela-
tion, employs diverse rhetorical and peda-
gogical techniques to convey its guidance,
among which parables (amthal) hold a dis-
tinctive position. Qur'anic parables trans-
form abstract theological, moral, and spir-
itual concepts into concrete and experien-
tial images, thereby enhancing compre-
hension and deepening the impact of di-
vine teachings. By drawing imagery from
nature, daily life, historical events, and so-
cial realities, they bridge the gap between
the unseen and human perception, ena-
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bling the audience to grasp profound
truths in accessible form. Beyond their lit-
erary and rhetorical beauty, Quranic par-
ables function as a central component of
the Qur’anic system of guidance and moral
education. They stimulate reflection, emo-
tional engagement, and behavioral trans-
formation, contributing to ethical for-
mation and spiritual development. Alt-
hough extensively studied, existing schol-
arship has largely focused on descriptive
and rhetorical analyses of individual para-
bles. Less attention has been given to the
relationship between their typology and
their educational functions. This gap ne-
cessitates a comprehensive study that in-
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tegrates structural classification with ped-
agogical analysis.

2. Conceptual Framework

The term mathal in Arabic linguistic and
rhetorical traditions encompasses mean-
ings such as similarity, resemblance,
model, and illustration. In the Qur’anic
context, however, it functions as more
than a simple comparison; it is a cognitive
and pedagogical tool that brings abstract
realities closer to human understanding.
Qur’anic parables establish connections
between the sensible and intelligible
realms, facilitating reflection, value inter-
nalization, and moral transformation. Un-
derstanding them therefore requires a
multidimensional approach that includes
linguistic, rhetorical, theological, and edu-
cational perspectives simultaneously.

3. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analyt-
ical approach based on library research
and textual analysis. The study first exam-
ines the concept of mathal in classical lin-
guistic and Qur’anic sources. It then clas-
sifies Qur'anic parables according to
structural and rhetorical criteria, analyzes
their literary features, and finally investi-
gates their educational and guidance-ori-
ented functions. By combining typological
classification with functional interpreta-
tion, the study aims to demonstrate how
Qur’anic parables serve as effective instru-
ments for moral and spiritual guidance.

4. Findings and Discussion

The analysis identifies three main catego-
ries of Qur’anic parables: explicit parables
(al-mathal al-musarrah), implicit parables
(al-mathal al-kamin), and proverbial ex-
pressions (al-mathal al-mursal). Explicit
parables involve direct use of comparative
expressions and represent the most com-
mon form. They employ vivid imagery to
depict states such as faith, disbelief, guid-
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ance, and misguidance, enabling immedi-
ate comprehension of moral lessons. Im-
plicit parables lack explicit comparative
markers and instead present concise
moral statements that function analogi-
cally. Their brevity encourages contem-
plation and facilitates internalization of
ethical principles, often resembling pro-
verbial wisdom. Proverbial expressions
consist of Qur'anic statements that, due to
their universality and enduring relevance,
have acquired proverbial status over time.
These expressions transcend historical
contexts and continue to function as en-
during moral references. Structurally,
Qurianic parables are characterized by
several key features. First, their narrative
orientation links moral principles to sto-
ries and historical accounts, making ab-
stract ideas tangible. Second, their univer-
sality ensures relevance across cultures
and time periods by focusing on enduring
aspects of human nature. Third, their
strong symbolic and imaginative capacity
creates vivid mental images that reinforce
emotional and moral impact. Functionally,
Qur’anic parables serve four major educa-
tional purposes. First, they facilitate un-
derstanding of metaphysical realities such
as faith, resurrection, reward, and punish-
ment by translating them into familiar im-
ages. Second, they encourage virtuous be-
havior by portraying the positive conse-
quences of moral actions and reinforcing
ethical motivation. Third, they employ a
system of praise and blame by presenting
contrasting models of behavior, enabling
moral evaluation and choice. Fourth, they
function as a corrective mechanism by
warning against deviant behaviors such as
arrogance, hypocrisy, and greed through
striking and often cautionary imagery.
Collectively, these functions show that
parables are integral to Quranic moral
pedagogy rather than merely literary de-
vices.
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5. Conclusion

This study concludes that Quranic para-
bles constitute a foundational element of
the Quran’s educational and guidance-
oriented discourse. They are not merely
rhetorical embellishments but sophisti-
cated pedagogical instruments designed
to communicate religious truths and shape
ethical character. Their typological diver-
sity—explicit, implicit, and proverbial—re-
flects the diversity of their educational
aims. Their effectiveness is further en-
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